p THE MISSION.

periodical such as this hecomes a most
valuable organ througlh which the chureh
may give information to her people, not
only as to liclds of nscfulness in chris-
tian enterprise which they ought to ve-
cupy, but as to the way in which she ap-
plies the means which they place at her
disposal ~ The Presbyterian system re-
cognises and reduces to practice the
seriptural distinetion betwixt the rulers
and the ruied ; but at the same time, and
upon the same scriptural authority, it
repudintes any such distinction as would
smply that the rulers are lordsover God’s
heritage. It is the duty of the oflice-
bearers of the church so to act as that
they may carry along with them the
mind of an enlightened people.  As ac-
conntable to him whose servants they of-
ficially ave, they mnst exonerste their
own conscience in carnest dealings with
the conseiences of their people as to the
duties which they are called upon to dis-
charge, aud in a faithful application of
those means which their people may
place at their disposal for the benefit of
the church; but thereis a responsibility
under which they lic also to the people
themeelves, and,with respeet to that,they
must be careful so to act as that the mi-
nistry be not blamed. In discharging
themselves of this responsibility there is
much which they require to bring before
their flocks which cannot so convenient-
ly be presented to them in cennexion
with the ministrations at a meeting as-
sembled for pubiic worship on the Lord’s
day. DMeetings for religious purposes,
especially in o thinly peopled country,
are not very easily assembled at other
times; and while we see that, with all
the facilities for holding such meetings
which arc enjoyed in Scotland, where so
deep an interest s taken in the affairs
of the chureh, they still find the advan-
tage of having an ceclesiastical Becord
to civculate among the families of their
chavge, much more must such a channel
of information be needed in a country
such as this.

It is well too that the families of our
charge should know something of what is
doing in the same cause in other portions
of the Church. From the extended
views which they may be thusled to con-
template, they may come to realize more
distinetly their own individual position,
whether as to wants ov privileges, and to
feel more strongaly the obligation which
lies upon them as to their individual du-
ties. They may be stimulated by the
exawple of others, and may have their
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minds more fully enlighiened as to the
most advisable modes of acting; when
at length they ave browght to feel that
they are bound to be active in sccking
the good of Jerusalem.  ‘T'he most strik-
ing lessons of this kind way be found in
the proceedings of the Free Church of
Scotland ; and on this acconnt, as well
as hecause we ought to take a deep in-
terest in the procecdings of a Church
which has done so much for these Colo-
nies, it will be steadily held up for con-
templation. At the same time, it must
be evident that important lessons may
be learned from the proceedings of the
Presbytevian Church of Canada, which
is placed in civeumstances move nearly
resembling onwr own. There isa bro-
therhood with that Church which ought
to he especially cultivated; and while
we rejoice with them in the very decid-
cd progress which, every year, they are
making, we would do well to profit by
the experience which in this progress
they are acquiring. Nor is it to be for-
gotten that in England, in Ireland, and
in ofher British Colonies Lesides those
of North America, there are brethren
holding up the same banner, seeking to
cdify themselves and others in the same
most holy faith, and in whose proceed-
iugs therefore we ought to feel an in-
terest.

Our space is so vory limited that our
notice of the boilies to whom we have
reforred must be very shart, but still
there are other bodiss whose peculiar
principles indeed we may not regard as
5o Seriptural, but in whom nevertheless
we rejoiee to recognize the servants of
the same Lord, and workers in the same
vineyard. Many of these have not only
manifested much zeal, but have eunjoyed
mueh of the blessing of God, in their Ja-
bowrs to propagate the Gospel; and it
will be a pleasure to us, as we doubt not
it may be alse for the edification of our
people, to refer occasionally to their pro-
ceedings, as showing, throngh the varied
instruentality which God is pleased to
employ, the progress of that wark which
shall at length result in the completion
of that glorious temple which he is rear-
ing for himself, when the headstone shall
be brought forth with shoutings, grace,
arace unto it.

In endeavouring to carry out what is
thus proposed, we invite, and shall look
for, communications from our friends,
furnishing us with the materials for the
Record.  Yor the way in which they
conduct it, the Committee are responst-



