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TRE TIIREE-FOLD M1INLSTRY

rN the Treasitryj for November, the Bishop of Colorado id
Soccasion to break a lance wvith Professor McGiffert. He

characterizes the translation of paroikcia in Eusebius by parisli
as an"4 apparently disingrenuous atteînpt to carry back Lhe mxodern
parish into apostol'ae and primitive tiînes." W'hy so? In Anieri-
can usage a parish imeans a congregation, without regard to exact
territorial limîits, and in this sense it expresses the xneaning of
Eusebius. For the Christians in one cit~y fornied single con-
grregration. They niight break up into groups foi, ordinary pur-

poses of ivorship, because they did not possess large buildings.
But they -were organized as one society, with one set of office-
hearers. The charge of disingrenuousness would rather lie against
the transiator, wvho substitutcd the word diocese, because diocese
denotes a l'.wge territory, embracing a~ great înany distinct con-
gregations, perhiaps a province, or even an entire state, as in the
case of Colorado, whereas ninety-nine out of every hundred of
the bishops of the second or tiiird century were siînply the
ininisters each of a few dozen Christian families in a heathien
tow'n or village. Take for example the case of Gregory Thau-
maturgus, one of the most celebrated bishops of the third century.
Hie wvas a great inissionary, a great theologrian, a great adminis-
trator of church discipline, and a grreat worker of miracles. Bis
diocese -,as bis nativ'e town, Neocaesarea in Pontus. Bis charge
there, at the date of bis consecration to the episcopal dignity, con-
sisted of exactly seventeen souls. If two of tijese were presbyters,
and other two deacons, there remnained a baker's dozen of laity.


