
CURRENT EVENTS.

Primary RPeadrngýc." iReading is the first and miost important
subject that tie chiki is taught, and it is one of the main
sources froin wvhich it is to gtain knowledge. It is also very
important, because it is tie first presentation of sehool life
to the ciid. lleading is his first anti oniy sabýjeet of study for
a timie. Very competent teachers are necessary to meet the
requirements of the young beginner. This is iîot the popiular
idea. An inexperienced governess is ofteil a child's lirst tuitor.
The rudiments require a strongi teacher. Let the poorer qiiaiity
coule later. Mr. liexford gave brief practical illustrations of
Mie mnethods specified for promnoting the advancement of the
child iii prinlary readinig. Three c horuses wvere reuîdcred at
appropriate intervals during the evcning by the students of the
Normnal Sehool.

-The Canadian National League of Montreal lias aiready
achieved somne success iii its mn purpose of gidving ran annual
entertainiment of a patriotie, Canadian character, but it reniains
to be seen wlhat it will accompiish in the wvay of educating our
people to ain appreciation of the privileges and responsibilities
of citizenship, whichi, according to the constitution of the
society, is one of its ainis. The first step to be takzen in
this direction Nviii be anl endeavor to secure, a good text-book on
civies and have it introduced in Mie public schioois. The
proposai wvas first made by Mr. Wiliam Paterson, M.A., as
President of thie Montreal Teachiers' Association, in an address
entitied IlCitizenshîip in the Sehools," deiivered in November,

1S, and the Principal of Mie High School wvas so taken Nvith
the proposai that lie undertookz to bring it before Mie Canadian
National Leaue, of which lic is a mnember, the resit beingr tlîat
the Leagule lias adopted Mr. P1attersoli's idea and xviii endeavor
to get it carried out. The idea is a good one, but its success
iargeiy depends uponi the cliaracter of the text-book seiected.
Such a book wouid îîeed to be short, concise, accurate,
interesting and perfectly free froni ail partizaxîship. If it were
otherwise, it wouid sinipiy burdeîî the ininds of tlie children
and niakze thîem leave sehool disgtsted wvitli politics instead of
being prepared to takze anl intelligent iiîterest in. civic affairs.

-The IRev. Prof. Campbell iectured most eiitertainiiîgly
at Melville Clîurch, Cote St. .Antoine, on the subjeet of
cOld Sehiools." Af ter some general prefatory remarks, he

mentioned the fact tiîat according to thie Jewîshi rabbins, Noah
wvas the first, sehioolinaster; buît Irisli historians go tîree
centuries and a lialf furtiier back and say that Feneusa Farsa,
King of Scythia, sixty years after the building of the towver of


