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and ofkindred soqieties in Japan, and in China, and in India, and,
'ay home, in Italy; and I arn sura that if, in the short time te which
estrict myseif, I coula only state what I have seen, every member of
ety would feel encouraged, and pour out his heart in thanirsgiving to
success in the past, and would again go forward with the assurance
triumphs in the future.»
?. T. EDWÂRDS.-
>pe, my lord, we ail feel that on these occasions we ineet to promote
practical object. I arn afraid that this is what some of our crities
i.rdly allow. They would say, Il If you were met to establish a hos-
r to found an inflrmary, that is something practical, but te circulate
te try and impose your opinions on other people, may be very wl
ned, but it is not practicaL' I, however, apprehieud, my lord, that
bones, and lacerated limba, aud gout, and fever, and rheumnatism,
the only ilse fromn which. men are suffering. Are not inan's deepest
withi? ' &A wounded spirit who cau bear?' If the Book we circulate
inytlîing te soothe those sorrows, I apprehend our object is some-
actical. Now, 1 maintain as a fact-as certain. a fact as any fact in
)r history-you w-ay account for it how you will-the Book we cir-
as a marvellous power te dry up tears, te bind tip broken hearte, te
sicir and dying pillours, te fill men with an unutterable peace passing
indin g. If that is what we are doing, then 1 think oui object is
'ly practical. If it be asired, IlWhat is the Bible Society doing te

the attacirs that are bein& mnade upon God's WordP I reply, W~e
spending sny of the rnoney that is entrusted, te us in printing de-
f the Bible, but we use ail the rnoney in printing'C the Bible itself.' I
nd that this is the noblest defence we eau maire.

Bible Society defends the Bible by circulating it. What a wonder-
uce it is ! It found the world wiith, perhaps, five millions cf Bibles;
yen te it now, you hear, more than ninoty-fivo millions-nearly a
million copies. It found the Bible in fifty Januages, it has sent it

eut in tire hundred ana fifty, net always the whole Bible, nor do ire mean te
say ail these versions are now iu actuel circulation. How wonderful, MnY
lord, wheu we think of forty ef these languages specially reduced te writing
tu glu-e the people speaking them Gori.s NVord. Hero are forty lnugs
that eigluty years ago were only spoken languages, and now men are recading

the treasure which God bas thus bestowed-everywhere to, hold ou high the
banner of the Word of God-everywhere te call ail mon te submission te its
authority, and to ackuowledgxnent of its power aud its truth. And it will net
cal la vain. The more the Bible iaspread, and the more the Bible is studied,
the deeper, the profounder the thought that is spent upon it, the more earn-
est the inquiry bestowed upon it, the more careful the criticism, the dloser
the examination-al the more shall stand eut, conspicueus before the spirit-
ual nature, the marvellous power wyhich breathes through ail its pages, and
tells manind cf the truths irbicli it contains. 1 fear not any examination tO
uvhich it may be subjected ; I fear net any criticisin cf its history,, or any in-
vestigation cf its source ; I fear net any examination cf the details cf its
meaning. Still I know that, whatever else shail go, thîs will stand."

TEEu REv. Dp. MUERÂY MITCHELL.-

My lord, and Christian friends, I have been sornewhat suddenly asked be
taire part in the services cf tbis day ; but I have not feit at liberty tb refuse
the invitation. Although 1 have net had time proper]y bo colleot aud arrangfe
rny thoughts, yet 1 have late]y seen the irorir cf this seciety lu foreigu lands;
and I venture te hope that the siinplest possible stateinent cf facta which I
have wituessed wlth my cwn eyes may be interestingr and useful. 1 have,
iiisd- a &,-v or two atro- raturned from the East. I have seen the work of this


