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tact betwecn the Greek «and Latin literature. It seemis thoen probable
thit the Irish prosody influenced Pt ie Latin.

A short analysis increases thé- p *obability. The earliest picces
of (reck lIteraire are tvo poulis ;îttributcd 1w tradition to Allie-
(Yin, a bard of tdie Milesian invaders, a thouisand or so years lie-
fore Christ. Dr. Hyde, in bis Literary 1-istory of Ireland, says thiey
aire the: oldcst pieces of literatuire in any Eutropean v'ernacular except
Greek. Ini one: of these pocins we find systenatie alliteration and
''coniiion'' imei--tha.-t is die riingii of the last word of one line
wîith the flrst of tht: next. T11e otiier poeni by Aniergin is in "«rosg",
dhit is, rvt hici but unlrill:(l. ''It is the earlieSt ea l of bI;1.z

Ies.' is rcmnarkzable thiat the Irisli-t.he inventors of rime-
Shiould have :ilso inivcnted blank verse, an indefinite iiiimber of cen-
Lunre.ç before it app ars ini ot lier Euoenliteratuires. It '%vill ailso
be flotiCC( tlhat the -words ''conachllon'', and "rosr", aside i

tht: ternis of1 Irisli prosndy arc native Irishi- a Curther aind vers' imi-
portant proof th«t, thec verse systeni is of native developmnrt.

Ili aI poenî sehe t rad(it ionllv] to the Cousin of .\mlergin. but
tht: real agle of whiich is uincertain, we find alliteration, assonant and
consonant rime uised systenmmatically. In the poemis attribuited to,
authors of the fir-st four centuries of the Christian era, and a few
of wvhich certainlv' do dlate from thiis period, we find] alliteration rimes,

* assonant rimes, double-cnd rimies, inlaid rimes and other forms, in
ani elaborated fashiion.

Our argument may l)c suimmarised tlîus: The sudden appear-
ance in the decadent Latin literature of the lufth century of alliter-
ation, assonant and consonant rime be speaks the influience of a for-
cign prosody. Irish literature alone had a prosody of this intd.
Contact was poqSible. l'le Conclusion of the Syllogisin semis to foi-

* low.
But thiat is tiot ail. 'lle irst Latin Nvriters to eniploy svstemn-

maticallv, alliteration and atssqonaniice, and amiongl the vent first to
empillo% rimie, xere Iishmcniie ! The first of these Irishrnen -whlo be-
camne a continental Latin writer is Scduilitis. M-is "Carmen Paschale"
(lufth centurvi formis ilie rirst- Christian epfic wotvof the naine. I-le
cmlplove(l in his Latin thie Irisli prosody. Mavof his v-erses with
perfect assonant rimie, w'ere judged 1wv latter Latinists wv likie our-
s;elveç arc cleaf to assonance, to be unperfect, and consonant or or-
dinarv rime %v'as subtituited in thecir place ! St. Scundiuis, ai nephicw

of St. Patrick and ronsequientlv of tlic saine century duritng w'hich


