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GARDEK AND ORCHARD.
GROWING LETTUCE IN WINTER.

W. D. Philbrick writes to the New England
Farmer :—

“Lettuce growing has como to be an important
part of the gardener'’s work, since tho demand for
it is so constantly increasing. To grow good lettuce
requires a temperature of 40 degroes to 50 degress
by night, and 50 degrees to 80 degrees by day;
whenever these conditions are faithfully attended

frozen and mildow attacks it, it is often bLetter to
throw it away and begin over again, than to at-
tempt to recover. Freezing slightly will not injure
healthy lottuce when growing slowly, but it checks
its growth for a weok after freezing, and this gives
the mildew time to got ahead and destroy the crop ;
mildew does not scriously damage quickly grown
ttuce. There is, however, dauger, in growing it
quickly, that the tender edges of the leaves will
light or burn when a clear day with & dry wind
akes it necessary to air the bed freely. This
hghtmg usaally occurs after several days of dark
3nd cloudy weather which induce tender growth ;
e tender leaves are then in such a condition that
ey cannot endure bright sunand free circulation
%6f dry air. The most skilful gardeners lose some
pttuce from this cause, and it is very hard toavoid
. Between the mildew, the blight, and the
Bepredations of insects, probably about balf of tho
Winter lettuce planted is lost, or sold at a were
xifle as damaged stock. In conmsequence, the
maining half sells at good prices, which appear
Jrofitable, and would be so if the crop were a sure
o ; but in fact it is & rather difficult crop to grow
perfection, and even with the most skilful is

PLANT A GARDEN,
B In the rush and hurry to do the work in the
d, the garden work is postponed until a time of
3 so it fails to receivo much, if any, atten-
jon. A good garden is an indispensable requisite
BB the welfare of cvery family, especially to a
rmer’s faily. Families in cities and largo vil-
fges can better obtain a supply of garden products
Bom the provision stores than can the farmer's
mily, which is asually a distance therefrom.
nd then vegetables fresh from the garden are
jprth twico as much as they are after they have
n gathered one or two days. Those who never
) mess of green peas fresh from the garden do
t know what & delicious dish they are. Every
ur they aro kept after the gathering occasions s
s3in flavour. So it iswit) many of the products
the garden.
8 LEven plums, cherries, strawberries and the like
o the best when first gathered from where they
few. Notonly are the products of the garden
JPuch better when fresh, but they are also more
$cslthful. Green peas, string beans, cucumbers,
fettuce, when crisp and fresh from tho garden, are
B calthfal, yet, after having been gathered long
g ough to wilt, aro very injurious and frequently
peasion attacks of sickness.  Fawilies which are
pplied witha good assortment of fresh garden
aits and vegetables will be ioss likely to suffer
om sickness than those which have none.
Inorder to bave & good garden, certain condi-
ns must bo complied with. First, there shounld
b a picce of good ground suitable for the purpose,
ther too wet nor too dry. Although it iz a
cat advantage to haves suitable piece of grouud
br the garden, yet by caro and attention a good
den can be made of an unpromising ‘piece of
nd.  Still, where 2 choice can bo wade, & fa-
urablo location should bo preferred. Socond,

to, lettuce will grow rapidly ; if, howover, it gets

the soil must bo rich. Garden vegetables de not
thrive unless placed in rich soil, A slow growth
in poor soil greatly injures the quality of vege-
tablos. The manure applied should be well decom-
posed, and thoroughly mixed with the soil. Su-
perphosphate or guano is good to atart the plants.
The ground may be 8o laid out that a horse can bo
used to cultivate between the rows, and lesson the
hand labour required.

Every garden should contain, besides all the
usual garden vegetables, strawberries, raspberries,
currants, blackberrics and as many other small
fruits as convenient. At least & fow flowers should
be sown for the ¢ women and children,” or, what
is better, give them a portion of the garden to de-
vote to floral culture. Fow women are in the open
airenough, and they should be encouraged to spend
more time in the garden caring for the flowers or
any other par* of the garden which they may pre-
fer.—N. Y. Times.

ON PRUNING EVERGREENS.

Many people do not understand that evergreen
trees bear pruning as well as most other kinds, and
in many casesneed it quite asmuch. We often see
evergreens quite too tall for their location, and mak-
ing a dwelling seem too low by contrast. Others
aro too spreading, their branches obstructing 2
pathway or shutting out 2 good view. Where it is
desirable to check the height of such trees as the
Norway spruce, cut off the tip or leading shoot
before it attains the full height desired ; then two
or three leaders will probably be developed in a
year or two, and the tree will assumo a dense and
dwarfish form. At tho same time all the side
branches can be shortened as much as desired. If
done before the growth takes place in spring, new
buds will be formed at the cut, and soveral small
branches in the place of each larger ono removed.

Pines can alio be shortened in, but these only
form new shoots at the joints or wounds; henceit is
best to cut at one of these. A better way still, with
young piues, is to go overthem in the latter part
of the spring, when the new shoots bave just pushed
forth and are very tendor and brittle, and break
off with the fingers tho centre shoot in cach whorl,
and the others also if the growth neceds to be
soverely checked. Hemlock and arbor vite can
be pruned with knife or shears as closely as desired,
and hedges or screens of all kinds should be closely
clipped every spring before new growth begins.

A STORY WITH 4 MORAL.

The N. Y. Pribunc—good authority—is res-
ponsible for the following :—Mr. J. C. Ashley,
house-carpenter, settled on & bit of land near the
pleasant village of Lakewood, N. J. The air there
is salubriour ; somo of the soil fairly good, but his
purpose was to have a garden merely, and depend
for nicedful funds on what his trade could bring.
Immigration soon fell off; wages dropped to
seventy-five cents a day, and the outlook was dis-
mal. Then he began to “think of farming,” and
resolved ‘that if ao honest cffort in this line
wouldo’t averago him a dollar for each day of the
yoar ho would lcave Jersey—*“sell out and go to
tho United States.” The following sequel of how
he found less than “THREE ACRES ENOTGH,” is told
in the local Times and Journal, and more than one
moral can Yo drawn from it:

¢ Some of my nsighbours said it wonld be a fail-
urc—farming did not pay. Many who had ten to

twelve acres left it to grow up to brush and weeds
and took their depu-tum. 1 had buried my money
hero, and I was going todig ferit. I dug atumps,
raked roots, and grubbed until I got the land in
pretty fair condition. Then I dressed it well with
fertilizers, put out the best varieties of fruit, gave

them tho best of care, and I soon began to vealize
what I have often heard ropeated: A littlo farm
woll tilled ; a littla home well ﬁ]led a little wife
well wxlled then you are on the road to prospe-
vity. My oﬁ'orts were crowned with succoss. I
was not long in realizing ny dollar a day, withan
increase as the condition of my land improved,
until the past scason I turned off from my little
2 85-100 acres over $500 worth of fruit, vegotables
and secds, besides keoping from one-quarter to one-
third in grass. I will give yousome of tho items :
w,oooyoung omons “e0cite ceeanven
inach and pie 1AM 2aearennnsae teseatetaiaannn
Prams, various \nds ..........................
112 bu. strawberries.. .
300 Qts. TASPherries voieeiaeeieiiniiineaneaans
275 S, CUMTANIS.eseeenrenenriscescerasasesans
15 bu. early potatoes
20 bu. pears..cieaiiiaeciieoana
5 bu. OniOD SEtS eentasciee sencsaccancanns
Other lmils ...................................
25 1b.
15 1b. tumxp $Eed. titiiiitictiiaicntinnnsaniaan
4lb.sage seedee. ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiietioeanaaa
Besides the above, not included in figures, we have
canned fruit, ete. : 100 one quart cans pears; 12
do. strawberries ; 12 do. crab apples ; 10 gts. pear
jelly ; 10 gts. crab apple jelly.”

....................................

DISTANCES APART FOR TREES.

Existicg orchards illustrate the varied opinions
of orchardists relating to the distance trees should
be planted apart. Thirty fect was considered suffi-
cient for all purposes when I planted my orchard
of ten acres twenty yearsago, but we are gradually
learning that to grow perfect fruit in size and
colovr, plenty of sunshine and a fres circulation
of air are important essentials ; and as many are
now practising, thirty-five or even forty feet apart
is decidedly a preferable distance for a fully ma-
tured orchard.

MAKE THE GROUND COUNT.

‘We havo learned one mistake we have made for
years past, and that is, covering too much ground
with toofew plants. Vacancies not only make a
loss, but are expensive every way—in preparation
and cultivation of soil, in extra expense for ma-
nure, and in wnterest and tax on land. Weare too
apt to be ambitious as to having a great number
of acres planted, regardless of the yicld, expense,
etc. We will guarantes that, as s rule, persons
having the least land get the most fruit from
their land in proportion to the number of acres,
and mgke the most money.—Fruit Recorder.

Save the soot that falls from the chimneys. A
pint of scot to a pailful of water will makea liquid
manure of great value for flowers and plants of all
kinds,

A lady writes that she never turns her window
plants, and, as a consoquence, gets a great many
more blossoms than when she kept turning them,
trying to keep them in pretty form,

Mr. Vick is quoted as saying that the “White
Worm,” or any other worn, in pots, may be do-
stroyed by sticking three or four common matches
down into the soil, also one or two up into the
drain opening. The phosphorus on the match is
certain death to animal life, and a powerful fertil-
izer for plants.

Much may be saved in & year by taking caro of
things; by not letting tha tea-kettle boil dry, and
by taking thought about other matters. For in-
stance, when you buy & broom, instead of leaving
it standing in & corner of the kitchen, and 5o mak-
ing it ono-xided, bore & holo in the handle, tica
stout cord in it, and hang it up when you are
through using it, or screw 2 staple in the top of
tho handle to hang it up by ; the broom wili ]nt.
twice as long.



