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BISHOP REINKENS.

—

WY REV. W, G. JORDAN, ¥ A.

Qo the 4th of January of the present year
Bishop Reinkens passed away, at the age of
seventy-hve years, after a llfe of streouous
and many-sided endeavour. It is probable
that this is a strange name to most of the
readers of this journal, but when we cousider
the character of his work it may be worth
while to devote a few lines to the career of
this remarkable mao. When we think of
the * old Catholic " movement in Germany
the name of Doellloger comes first to our
recollection. ‘Those of us who make no
clalims to spectal knowledge of Germao
ecclesiastical affairs have heard of Dr.
Doelinger's strong stand againt the * ultra-
montane " influences io the Roman Catholic
Church, and his vigorous opposition to the
doctrine of papal intaliibility. Doellinger oo
this account was excommunicated April 17th,
1871. lothe same year he presidel over
the Munich old Catholic Congress, but took
no part in the movement afterwards—he at-
tended the Cologne Congress in the follow-
ing year as he opposed the formation of a
separate church, After his excommunoica-
tion he was elected rectar of the University
of Munich, and continued to exert great in-
influence as theologlan and cburch historlaa,

Turniog now to Reinkens, in a recent
blographlcal sketch (by Dr. F. voo Schulte)
we are told that he ¢ will have 8 name io
history, apart from his personal significance,
because he is the first bishop for a thousand
gears, {n the Latic Church, who has been
elected by the clergy and the Church, in the
manner of the ancient Christian Church, and
has also received the recoguition of the
State.”

J. H. Reiokens was born at Burtscheid,
near Aachen, Prussia, March 1st, 1821, His
mother died when he was quite young, and
io the same perlod his father suffered great
losses, so that the boy's prospects were over-
clouded, and he had to turn to manual labor
to assist bis father. He was imnelled by a
strong Impuolse to seek a higher education.
After passipg successfully the preliminary
stages, he went to Boon for the purpose of
studylog philosophy and theology. lo the
first year he took the prize for ** Prize Essay
Concerning the Conception and Division of
Virtue Among the Greeks. In due course
he passed his theological examinations with
great distioction and was consecrated as
priest, September, 1848. Io the following
year he proceeded to his doctor's degree and
was already regarded as a remarkable
scholar. Soon alterwards he began to teach
Church history and distinguished himself in
literarp aod academic circles. Oa such
poiots 1t is not necessary now ta eater into
the details as we are concerned merely with
the important facts of his life ; suffice it to
say that he abounded in labors of many
kinds as professor, writer and preacher.
From 1560 to 1566 he issued a series of es-
says on ecclesiasticat and historlcal subjects
which by their truth and vigor brought upon
him the attacks of the Ultramontane party.
A long residence in Rome, 1867 to 1868, gave
him a deep insight into the unhealthy con-
dition of the Romish Church. This visit
produced a twofold resolution - (1) To re-
fresh his mind by the study of the Aucients.
From this sprang his book, ** Aristotle on
Art.” which led the Ualversity of Leipsic to
give bim the doctor's degree. (2) To make
a serious investigation into the causes of the
degradation of Roman Church-life. Ogst of
this grew various writings oo the Pope and
the Papacy. Reipkens then plunged into the
thick of the battle which was at that tme
ragiog arouad the question of papal infalli-
bility. About Christmas time, 1870, a pro-
clamation was issued prohiblting the stud-
ents from atteading Reinkens’ lectures.
By the way, we may note that the chief
bishop who issued this prohibition bad bim-
self voted agaiost the nmew dogma la the
Vatican Caouncil, and after his return home
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had * submitted ¥ to Rome. This ban de-
stroped Relokens' work as professor, but
set hun free to fight the great battle,

“In six tracts—* The Papal Decrees of
July 16th, 1870 "—which explained theirregu-
larity and slavery of the Vatican Council,
the uolversal Episcopate In its relatlon to
Revelation, the rule of tradition in the
Aunclent Church, the modern papal infalll-
bility and the subjection of the bishops, be
showed with deep erudition and splendid
style, In a way sulted to the commoa intel
ligence : how the new dogma rested upon a
{alsifylog of the sources, a misrepresentation
of the position of the fathers, and formed the
pinvacle of a system which, built upon lies
and frauds, destroyed the Church of Christ
and oftered up all power lu the Church as a
sacrifice to Romanism and set 1o the place
of faith and love, blind, Jesuitical, corpse-like
obedience.” This was indeed a throwlug
dowa the gauntlet, and from this time the
subject of this sketch never shirked the con-
fiict, but with volce and pen fought manfully
on the side of freedom, coeducting confer-
ences, addressing meetlogs in different parts
of Germany aud Switzerland, and in all pos-
sible ways using his great personal inflaences
to advance the good cause. At the same
time he issued his treatise oo ** The Teach-
{ng of St. Cyprian Concerning the Usity of
the Church,” ln which he shows that the
great bishop and martyr of Carthage sees
this uslty, not in obedlence to the Roman
Bishop but in the unity of bishop and coa-
gregation in faith aud love., At the Assem-
bly of the ‘“old Catholic Church™ io
Talogne consisting of tweaty-two priests and
fity-five laymen, the representative of the
various congregatious, held June 4th, 1873,
he was elected bishop by ap almost unani-
mous vote. After considerable resistance he
accepted this position and asked not for
vows of obedience, but, in the ancieat Chris.
tian fashion, for vows of love. Then follow.
ed his consecration at Rotterdam by Bishop
Heykaup, aud his recogaition by the Kiog
of Prussia and several Germaun Princes.
Pope Pws IX. coodemned him in an en-
cyclical, to which the bishop gave reply in a
pastoral wherein he opposed words of gen-
uine Christian love to the abuse and iosults
which had bezen hurled at him.

Space will not at present permit anythiog
to be said upon the constituticn of the *“ old
Catholic Churcb,” over which Bishop
Reinkens presided so loog and so honour-
ably. The changes made were perhaps not
so radical as a thoroughgoing Protestant
would desire, but they were all in the direc-
tion of greater purity and freedom of Church
Ihfe. It is with the activity of the Sfrst
bishop that we are more immediately con-
cerned. This activity was continuous and
varied both in ruling and teaching. He
seems to have maintained the indepecdence
of his high position, aud at the same time
worked 1o harmopy with his Synods and co-
adjutors. The work of visiting congrega-
tions and schools scattered over an exten-
slve tract of country must have iavolved
bim in incessant toil. He stood forth as a
learped defender of the faith, discussiong
such questions as ** Why is the Ultramoen-
tane system now prevailing io the Romish
Church oot Catholic?” aund also maiatained
his position as a papular bishop as shown by
the fact that his ten years’ Episcopate, his
twenty years' teaure of the same office, and
his yo'b birthday were celebrated by the 1n-
gatbering of large sums for the funds of the
Church. The sptendid fuaeral at Boon at-
tended by representatives from all parts of
Gsrmaoy testified to the deeper impressions
he had made uvpon the life of the people.
As a man, patriot, theologian, preacher and
ecclestastical statesmao he is one of the
prominent figures of this ceatury.  He toiled
oo with true enlightenmeat aod noble ep-
thusiasm fcr the cause that he had espoused
uatil he broke down uader the tremendous

. labours which he undertook, and at last

eotered ioto his well-earned rest. He
sought to lead the Church back to the sim-
plicity of pumitiva times and lived a simple
Jife himself. Remarkable for learniag,

PRESBYTERIAN.

strength of character and gentleness of
spirlt, in his own sphere, and accordlng to
his light, he fought the ever-uesded battle
against papal coerclon and Jesuitical cas:
ulstry. He united an almost pertect culture
to a pure ‘Christian life and did much to
stem the current of superstition and meet the
cavils of scepticlsm,  When the Church
historlan comes to sum up the Church life of
the ninetecuth century it will bs fouund that
Bishop Relnkens played no mean part.
Strathroy.

THE RESURRECTION OF THE
DEAD.

REV. PROF. F. R BEATTIE, DD,

The belief in immortality and a foture
state is wide spread among meon. It
prevails la all ages, and among all races of
mavkind. It hasa large placs in pagan
philosophles, and in beathen mythologies.
It also exerts a great lofluence oa the life
and conduct of men. The belief in the trans-
migration of souls and the practice ot
ancestral worship s full proofof all this.

But the doctrine of the resurrection of
the dead, strictly speaking, does not so
clearly appear in the philosophies of mep,
or inthe pagan systems of teligion., The
fact that the bodies of men shall one day be
reanimated does not clearly appear In any
non-biblical system of religlon, eor in any
scheme of philosophy. It isto Revzlation
that we must turo for full, clear teachiog
upon this subject ; and we may rejoice that
God has been pleased to reveal so much
upon this great question.

The purpose of thls article is to outline
{u the briefest way the maln teachinps of
the Scriptures In regard to the resurrection
of the bodies of men.

1n the first place, It is necessary to under-
staud what {s meant by the resurrectlon of
the dead, for ip popular thioking there may
be some confusion in regard to this matter.
What {s meaat, then, by the doctrine or
fact now under notice ?

It does pot relate to the reviviug or
awakening of the coul. Some hold that
during the periad between death and the
resurrection the disembodiad soul is ina
state of sleep, or unconsciousness, Those
who take this view look upon the resurrec-
tion as relating to the awakening of the soul
out of this state. It has, they say, no
necessary reference to the reviving of the
body. But we uaderstand the doctrine of
the Scriptures to bave direct reference to the
bodies of men.

Nor is the doctrine of the resurrection to
be identified with that of the mere immor-
tality of the soul.  It, of course, assumes
the immortality of the soul, but it implies
much more, for a person might belleve in
that doctrine, and yat deoy the resurrection
of the body, holding that the soul continues
to exist forever {n its disembodled state.
Heuce the resurrection of the dead is more
than mere immortality, or the {uture exist.
ence »f the soul.

The doctrine relates to the body, and
implies really three things. First, the body
is reanimated by divine power ; secondly,
the disembodied spirit is brought back trom
its abode ; and, thirdly, the soul and bady
are reunited in complete persopality. Thus
the resurrection undoes what death bad ef-
fected. Death means separation of soul and
body, the dzparture of the soul to the reglon
of spirits, and the dissolution of the body.
The resurrection of the dead simply undoas
this threefold disaster.

In the second place, the question of
the Zfime of the resurrection seeds only
brief remark. Its time is aqot known
absolutely, because not clearly revealed,
It can only be understoud relatively
to other momentous events yet in the
futore. It comes immediately beforz the
judgment, and Is preparatory thereto, for
the complete personality of each member of
the human raca is to appear befare the
judge. The trumpet shall sound, the living
shall be chauged, the dead shall be ralsed,
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the judgment shall be set, its awards shall
be made and final destiny shall be forever
fixed. ‘This is the order of Scripture,

Inthe third place, itis lateresting and
Important to nota the parsies who shall be
ralsed at the last great day.  All men shal
be raised. Every member of the human
race shall have a share in this great event.
The good and bad, the rigzhteous and wick-
ed, the just and unjust, those op the right
hand and those on the left, Itis wellto
keep this clearly in mind, for a type of
theory, rather than Scripture teaching, pre.
valls in some quarters, which elther denies
the resurrection of the wicked, or hoids that
they are avnthilated in connection with the
judgment process, To us the very clear
teachlog of Scriptura isthatall men of every
age and clime, and of every moral condition
shall be raised from the dead, and shall have
to appear at the bar ofthe Judge to receive
their award according to the deeds done in
thebody. What disproves the resurrection
of the wicked will disprove the resurrection
of the righteous, heace both are to be raised

up.

P In the fourth place, it is interesting to
note the fact that the righteous  shall be
raised in, or througl virtue of their umon
with Christ, and by the agencyof H > Spint,
but that the wicked shall be raised ¢4y the
dotwer of Chrlst judicially exercised. s
is a very important thing to keep in view.
The resurrection of the bellever comes as
part of the benefit of the redemptive work of
Christ, while the resurrection of the uabe.
llever is the work of Christ as judge. by
reason of thelr unlon with Cbrist, believers
are ralsed with him ln glory, and, lacking
this anlon, unbelievers are raised to dis.
honor.

1o the Gfth place, the most difficult ques-
tion relates to tha swafure of the resurrection
body. What shall it be like? Shall it be
the same as the preseat body? If so, how
far may it be changed and still be the same.
It is clearly the teaching of Scripture that it
shall be the same body, so changed as to fic
it for its eternal estate lo weal or woe, But
when we raise the questions : In what sease
shallit be the same, and what qualities shall
it possess ? we are brought face to face witk
mystery, and cau only rely on the teaching
of the Scriptures for information.

It is scarcely necessary to say that the
identity shall not consist in the same kind
and number of particles of the matenal
orgavlsm. This 1s not necessary for per-
sonal ideatity and moral responsibility io
this life, for the material particles the
body are constantly chaoging from yearto
year. Oaly what is necessary to preserve
identity, and to form the basis of moral ac-
countability, requires to be preserved. Tals
being secured, we can truly say that the
same body which is planted in the grave,is
ralsed at the last great day, and that each
member of the race will have his owa proper
body. As to the difficulties which unsaoct-
fied reason may feel in regard to this myster-
ious fact, we can only sag that with God ail
things are possible, and that the resucrection
of the body Is no more difficult to think of
than its creation at fiest. Ia the case of
Adam the force of this is evident.

The body thus raised, the same body,
shall be so chaoged as to have entirely new
qualities given to it. In general, these
qualities shall be such as are necessary for
its eternal state, and activity. The Scrip-
tures speak much more clearly in regard to
the saved thaun the lost in this counection;
still, by implication, we can reason from the
case of the one to that of the other.

The body that shall be will not be flesh
and blood, for such cannot subslstio the
spiritual abode, But the body of flesh asd
blood shall be changed, for God giveth the
body that shall be with its new qualities. It
is to be an incorrupti ble, glorious, powerlul
spiritual body. This mortal body shall thea
put on immortality. Then, (further, in the
recurrection we are in certain respects to be
like the angels, neither eating nor drioking.
Thereis renson to belleve also thatthe
present human form will be retaiced, Aud,
to crown all, we shall be fashiened like vata
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