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Our Contributors.

" have run so smoothly.

ONE OF THE BEST MEETINGS
SO FAR.

BY KNOXONIAN.

T¢It is mot over yet,”” was the reply
given by ome of the oldest amnd wisest
commigsioners, on Monday eveninz to
the questiom: “Is not this th2 best As-
gembly s'nce ’75?"

Anybody who knows the leaders of
the Presbyterian Church im Camada, could
eas’ly gzuess who it was that gave that
safe reply. He must be a wise man, a
man wof experience, a safe man, and above
all things, a Scotchman.

“It is not over yet,” but it will be in
three days at farthest, and as iar as it
has gonc the meetng is one of the best
in tome that has been held since the
un’ol. The business qualities, as well
as the tone, have been fairly good, and
when we remember that a General As-
sembly s three hundred and seventy
men doing business comtinuously for ten
hot days, it 1s not a, wonder that a little
time s oceaslonally lost. So far there
has mnot been much lost. . As usual, the
losses have for the most part been made
'm dealimg with small items. Three hun-
dred and gevemty men are too many to
gettle little matters -of detail quickly and
weell. A considerable amount of busi-
negs done im the Assembly could be bet-
ter done in committee. Some years ago
there was a mana against committees
and there I8 mo use In arzuing with a
mamnia. Th> mania has pretty w2l spent
itseli, and the Assembly mizht easily
do a worse thimg than hand over more
small items to good committees and let
the blg court attend to big things.

The Assembly Is well officered, and
that, no doubt, I8 one reason why things
The Moderator
has dome exceedingly well. It goes unsaid
that Dr. Reid e¢am settle any point or
straighten out any tangle in a minute or
two. The veteran Clerk looks remark-
ably well, and his thousands of iriends
will be glad to learn that ho seems to
be renewing his youth. The new Clerk,
Dr. Campbell, takes quite kimndly to his
duties and discharges them ef.lciently
and with the mammer of a gentleman. Dr.
Laing and Dr. Torrance bring in the daily
grist from the Business Committee and
put it into the hopper for the {athers
and brethren to grind. It is necdlese
to say that the hopper part of the busi-
ness Is well done. The Guelph and Dun-
das doctors are two of the best business
men in the Church. The Church ought
to be thamkful that it has so many men
who cam do business well. In its own
place, and fos 8 owm purposes, th2busi-
ness side of th2 Church’s work is just as
'mportant as amny other. The shell is
wot th2 ezg, but i you try to carry an

egg without any shell, you may get into -

‘trouble. Th2 boiler is notethe steam, but
steam without a boiler is not a very sa e or
useful agent. Mere shouting about re-
liglon without any system, or order, or
organization, never does much good.
For the most vart, the Conveners,
Chairmen of Boards, and others bringing
business before the Assembly, have done
their work remarkably’ well. We do not
recall any mezt'mg of the Supreme Court
at which so many m- brought in their
business In in such gZood shape, :xpliin-

" ed thaz “pomts’” Im their reports in such

cloar, crisp, busin.ss style, aml fook th:ir
seats ‘without 1wearymg anybody. This
part of th® Assembly work has bzen ad-
mirably done, and th2 Church should b2
thank{ul that it has so many men onboards
and committees who do ‘their work so
well. :
On the whole, the speaking has been
very good. The old-time speech which
begar with a long introduction and
dragged out at the end like—well, like
some s2rmons, {8 now s:xldom heard. With
scarcely am exception, speeches, except
at the popular evening meetings, are now

short, ecrisp, and business-like--just what

epeeches on business matters ought to
ba. . . Y

THE CANADA PRESBYI£R!AN.

The popular meetings on Home and

Foreign Missions were exceedingly good.

The climax o interest was reached on
Foreign Mission night when the whole
Assembly, audience and all, rose to re-
ceive Dr. Patoa amd welcomed the grand

old mam from New, Hebrides in a style
that manifestly touched his heart. The
whole meeting was one of those fine

things that one secs only once or twice
in a life-time. A really good meeting
of any kind cannot be made to order.
It is not exclusively a matter of organ-
ization, though organization has som>-
thing to do with it. You cannot or-
ganize the tome, ‘the life, the spirit o

o meeting.

But, as already stated, the meeting
of Assembly s not over yet and there-
fore, we must not be too optimistic.

There is plenty of time yet to strike
several snags. Next week we can speak
more definitely about the General Assem-
bly of 1893.

THE CULTIVATION OF A DEVO-
TIONAL HABIT OF MIND,

BY REV. J. A. R. DICKSON, PH D., GALT, ONT.

The minister, by virtue oi his olffice,
is exposed to many insidious evils, among
which may be mentioned a peculiar hard-
ness that comes o’ the routine through
which he necessarily must go, we2k a ter
week and year aiter year. He isin dan-
ger o! degenzrating Into a mere official,
and then his work is mechanical, hard and
dry, lacking in that quality called ‘‘unc-
tion.” That mellowness, heartiness, ven-
derness which comes o! feeling deeply, and
being onesel. under the power of the truth.
That sweet and subdued state o’ soul that
enable: one to sympathize with all to
whont the truth applies. The want o.
that is a serious and grave de iciency in
the minister’s apirit. It may come rom
other causes than the routine o’ his work.
It may be produced by a worldly disposi-
tion that carries one away .rom coinmun-
ion ané {ellowship with God. It may be
the fruit of contentior, and the bitterness
that coniention engenders. It may Dbe
the result ol an overfull 1ife, too many en-
gagements befng made, so that the time
:or heavenly converse and intercourse with
one’s own heart cannot be found. Life
may be {ull of business and excitement—too
full—-the world being too much with us
late and soon. - Whencesoever this hard-
ness comes, it should be guarded against
by every imeans, as it destroys both the
enloyment of the preacher and also the
pro it of the hearer. It rests like the
hand of death on the minister of the Gos-
pel of God’s grace. It is destructive of
every good in luence he may exert. It
neuiralizes all his work. "To have others
enjoy the truth that is preached, the min-
ister must enjoy it himself. He must be
its living epistle. He must adorn the
doctrine he preaches, making it beauti-
ful and attractive in the eyes of men, and
grate.ul to their spirits. All ministers
know how they are exposed to the incom-
ing of this hardness. It steals upon them
at wpnawares. And it too olten gets a good
grip o/ them, so that it holds its ground
a long time belore it be displaced.
How long this goes on in mahy cases!:
Till discouragement and distress breed
thoughts o' giving up the work of the
ministry ualtogether. The sermons may
be brilliant, the prayers may be thought-
ful and comprehensive, the people may’
be anxiously attentive, but no e.fect is pro-
duced. Nothing tells. There is no unc-
tion tn the service, because he who, like
the te%gmph operator, is to send the mes-
sage to its destination, does not touch
the key of the proper instrument.
hardness, come whence it may, is all too
common. Hence, ministers require to be
constantly reminded of the need they have
to cultivate a devotional habit of mind.
That it is not by might nor by powerthat
they succeed, but by God’s Spirit ; and that
they must keep the channel open in their
own hearts ior the down-flow of divine
power, through their word upon the peo-
ple. Theirs Is not a proessorial position,
it is & minjsterial posijtion : one demand-

This’

ing heart, feeling, sympathy. Thomas
Binuey, o’ the Weigh House Chapel, Ton-
don, preache:d a sermon beore the Con-
gregational Union o England and Wales
in 1843, entitled ** The Closet and the
Church,” in which he set ‘orth ia a pow-
erul way the need of prayar oa the patft
o' the minister. He says in one place,
* This, tlien, is the de ect that poisons

‘everything ; they are not mea o’ frequent,

earnest, private devotioa. They have
great abiiities: but they do not pray.
They are ministers of Christ according to
outward order; but they do not pray.
They are good, and perhaps even great
preachers, but they do not pray. They
may be zealous and enterprizing, leaders
in the movements o’ public activity, the
iirst and foremost in popular excitement,
abundant in thelr labours, working zeal-
ously in various modes and divers plans:
but they «lo not pray. They are men
o! integrity, purity, benevolenc? ; but they
do not pray. And this one thing—their
‘“‘restraining prayer,”” their not ‘“calling
upon God ', thelr not “seeking a.ter,”” nor
“stirring ap themselves to take hold 0.
Him —this, like the want o’ love in the
Christian character “statas the glory” o
everything else ; it renders worthless their
genius, talents, acquisitions; obstructs
their spiritual prosperity, impedes their
use’ulness and * blagts their success.” In
another place he says: ‘“ A minister can-
not live ou his owhn oficial acts—his pub-
lic prayers, his public preach'ngs, his med-
ftation oa the Seriptures preparatory to
that, the impressions o! truth and,the
gushes o’ vmotion which he may obtaia
or enjoy in the discharge of his duties.
These are not the things by which alone,
or even chie:ly, his personal religion ean be
upheld or grow. Ii confined to these
and dep~adent upon them, it will languish
and die. He must eater his closet,” etc.
Then, elsewhere, we pick out these aphor-
istic statements: ‘“ We pray as part of
‘the obedieuce of faith.” * “The success of
the ministry is attributed to the Master,
not to the servant.” “Ifa minister have
not ‘God’s aid in his work, he is le‘t in a
condition o! appalling abandonment.”
** The private prayers o! the pastor may

“be regarded as an esseatial part of his

ministeriai duty, masmuch as they are
necessary to the exercise of ministerial in-
tercession.”

In the letter o Frederick W. Robertson,
of Brighton, we have this startling ac-
knowledgment : “I will tell you o® a want
I am beginning to experience very dis-
tinctly. 1 perceive more than cver the
necessity o. devotional reading. I mean
the works o! eminently holy persons,
whose tone was not merely uprightness o’
character and bighmindedness, but com-
munion—a strong sense o' persvnal and
ever-living communion—with God besides.
I recollect how  ar more peaceful my mind
used to be when I was ta the regular hab-
it o reading daily, with scrupulous adher-
ence to a plan, works o’ this description.”
These devotional works opea the door to
commupon—they draw us within the velil,
and quicken us with the spirit of prayer.
Any help ia this direction is good. Any-
thing that will keep the heart I tune with
the music of God’s love, and ta sympathy
with the needs and sorrows o. our fellow-
men. The Rev. William Bull, oi Newport
Pagnel, the friead of John Newton, Cow-
per and Rowland Hill, a great und good
man. who oiten preached in Surrey Chap-
el, drawing great crowds, writes thus to
hiy son: “The morc retirement you have
be'ore you preach, the better, in gener
al will you preach. I like to read, before
I preach, rome good bovk, and the more
cpirituai it is. the better. Then 1 like
to preach my :ermon over to myself for
at least two hours. When I do this I
am sure to feel at liberty. In all your
Iraying and preaching, never lo:e sight of
the divine unction.” Again, he gives us
his estimate of religious biography: *I
have just been reading the life of Mr.
Boawell It has affected me very much.
f bave ulways found the lives and ex-
periences of great and good men to do
me more good than any other buoks,
except the Bibie. The lives of learnedl
and holy men are the most profitable of
all books to a minister,”
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How many bear witness to the 10°.
¢piration a holy life has ministered, e"e':
in a very meagre and Imperfect record 0
it.  As Alexander Vinet observes: “Th®
true, the best monument of a beautiful
life, I8 the detalled account of it; It 18
#t monument whizh not only commemorated.
but in‘orms and instructs.” In Dr. Chsl"
mers" journals, we find many reference
to the cultivation of a devotional habit:
Thus, “Find Pt essential to a religious
frame that there should be more of devo"
tional thinking and prayer.” I am reading
the “Marrow of Modern Divinity,” and.
derive from it much light and satistactio?
on ‘the subject of faith. It is a masterly
performance, and I feel a greater ne&r”
nest to God, convincing me that Christs
is the way to Him, and an uncondition®
surrender of ourselves to Ohrist, the fl
and most essential step of our recovery:
On ny God, make me every day wiser unt®
salvation,” “Finishe1 the ‘Marrow.’ I fe€
a growing delight in the fulness and 84"
ficlency oc Christ.  Oh God Bring me near
er and nearer to Him.'” ) J

Robert Murray McCheyne thus wrote -
to 2 brother minister: *“You know 890~
when your last Sabbath with your Deople )
may come. Speak for eternity. Above
all things cultivate your own spirit.
word spocken by you when your consel
ence is clear, and your beart is full o
God’s Spirit, is owrth . ten thous3®
words spoken in unbelief and sin. Th':
wns my great fault in the ministr¥-
Thiw was written while on his visit €
the East. .

The biographer of Matthew Henry
notes among <his graces his prayerrulﬂe“'f'
saying : “He had both the gifts and th€
grace of prayer, in a4 very uncommon me#
sure. ancd this duty was the delight
his soul; his early acquaintance with @
and thai clegr conscience he had alwa¥®
endeavoured” to keep, made the duty
prayer easy; and that were natural
him. he not only abounded in uupplictzlﬁ"n
for his family and friends, but had recouf®:
to God, with great {reedom, about &ll bis
coucerns. Prayer made all b ‘
work pleasant, he went out in the stren8*>
ol the Lord. He often prayed th&‘
he mjght get upward, upward tow& :
God, and forward, forward towards he® '
ven, and would be 8o earnest in thes® .
requests, that obe would think his 80°
was, indeed, just upon the wing, tak¥®
its flight to heaven. ‘

Look where we will, read where
will, we shall find that the most guccess” .
ful minjsters have beem those who k”ep‘“t
their own vineyard cultivated, and €18
0" weeds, and lives in the presenc® =
Giol, drawing frow Him all necessary 899 -
piles o grace to keep the heart melloY’
and the spirit sweet, and the life #erio

we

MONTREAL GROWTH OF PRESB y :
TERIANISM. :

‘Montreal is the commercial capltsl of :
the Dominion, and is m every way e?tf
tlel to <this distinction; whether 88 rel
gard- ite increasing population, 1t8 ‘v?a
thy banking Institutions, its extensi®
chipping interests, its merchant Ppr T
oc its educational imstitutions, all combh‘"i: :
to place Montreal in the front ra
the cities of the Dominion.

1ts progress within eight years is 80
thing phenomenal, the number Of ne¥:
streets leading to the suburbs; B¢
building:, and the great 1mpr0vem°nt -
the class of bulldings which are "‘?’n:;
erected.. Presbyterianism is making ral’ed
strides, which no doubt is much heWP"’
andl sustained by the presence Of

me.‘ k%

niek
Rev. Dr. MacViear Is l’l‘mclp‘alj
and whe on a late occasion was the :;;e
cipien of a handrome present Iro®™ -
citizens and students, as a rec )gnnion
his valued services to the cause
cation generally, and. the faithful .
urcelfish services which he has refCi g .
to Prebyterianlsm by his connecbu - 4
with the Presbyterian College D M i
real. ) haw;”:'
Two Presbyterian churches here. 08 ;.
aeclded to re-build, at a heavy cost, 49 job .
tha preent year. Erskine Church, W oF
has had a prosperous history, will o
to the corner of Crescent and 8her

ookl



