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Zion clinrch, Brantford, bas dccided to
call an assistant pustor. Doctor Cocitrane
las heid thc fort ulone for over titirty
yeurs and eseverai otlier forte besides and
thc 'people, thun wliom titere is no more
thonght!ul or generous people in Canada,
tik that the tinte bas eorne to ligliten
tîcir pastor's labors. Thc only wonder ls
tliat It did not coutc long ugo. The doctor
eau now give more timue to home mission
work. Rie and Ducetor Robertson will make
thingiA hum lin te North West.

The Interlor states tat li tLwent-y-tw-o
years te pastorates lu Vie Prcsbyterian
dlurches o! Chicago have clianged Iront
two to six imes. As momne o! te congregu-
tions have been but a short ime lu exist-
ence momne o! te pastora tes miust have

,been vcry short. If tings keep ou lu tîls
w'ay It w!ll soon be unuece8ssry for a min-
Ister to take Ils trunk witi lilm w-heu le
gocs Lu Ils new congregation . An ordi-
uary grip eau bold ail le uceds. 1tching
cars and weak pastors are bringing tic
pastoral relation into dontcîupt.

Mr. McCarthy's speech ut Stayner iast
week wus a strong, wcil-reasoued, iili
clasa effort, weakened a lirte lu spots
,by a discussion o! persoual grlevunces thut
migit bave been shortcued or perîaps leLt'
ont. Rc scored spleudidiy several tintes.
111, -fine scoru lu describing te Ottawa
goverumeut sittiug as " judgc" Ilu a case
on whilh titey lad paid Lie expenees o!
appeal to Lhe Privy Counili and were
beaten was admirable. Rils confession tliat
tic gerrymander o! '82 was wrong and
that o! luet session even w-orse, because
tIe purLy wvas stronger., did infliLie
credit to tIc bononrubie gentleman; while
Ils impasloned utterauce, 'If we caunot
wln by fuir play we do not 'vaut to wln
ut aIl,' makes one Vhiik liclis ln Engiuud
raVIer titan la Canada.

"Mark my w'ords," Iluld Mr. McCartb$i'
the otlier day lu Stayner, "1 le i geueraîîy
thc coustltucncy tat one docs tIe mnost*
for tlaV -goe back on hlm flrst. " Thut
le a diegraceful fact, as many a public
Mau knowe to Ils cost. Ingratitude o!
Vlat klud, bowcver, ls flot by any means
cou!iued to pouLieks. Que o! te nobleet
christian womeii ditat ever llved lu Ontario
andl lest o! nilulsters' wlvcs, used to iay
IV down as u axlom that "the more a
milter doe for a congregatîou tIc lems
le ls appredîated. Il IV la a fueL wc be-
Ileve that If a minister goe VarIng around
te country, and kccps hIs naine constant-

and away abead-out o! al elgît alcad-.
Au long as there are s0 muny people in
thie world wlo thlnk tiat latred o! pop.
ery le ProVetU,.ntism and tlat durelng the

PPe 18 personal religion, any editor might
be tlireatened for flot assailing 'Rome, but
what editor ever loat a subscriber for be-
labouring Rome too much? Brother Mur-
ray, ls that ciergyman's peacabie count-
enance in the General Assembly picture? If
so, point hlm out, please.

The criais ln the Home Rule questiion.
*wlll probably corne before long. The chief
*difficulties Gladstone bas to contend

agalnst are the tendency ot the Liberais
*to differ among themeselves and the cer-

tainty of the Home Rulers to flglit among
themselves. The feeling between the Par-
nelites and Auti-iParnelites la 80 bitter that
some of themn wouid wreck the Home Rtule
to ruin one another. Nobody outside of
Ireland would mouru very mucli if the
whole crew went into oblivion, but it
makek; one's heurt sore to sce the Grand
Oid Man worried in lis closlng days by
sudh characters as Redmond and Tim
Heaiy. The chances are that the parties
ln bidding for popularlty tu Ireland wiIi
make demands that ft will be Impossible
for the goverument to compiy with and
live.

Thiere lsaiways some foolisit talk this
time of year about congregationai bal-
ances. A congregation that lias one or
two hiundred doliari lu its treasury le said
to bc ln a higliy prosperous condition
wvhu1e one that may have failen a little be-
hind lis supposed to be lu a bad way. The
reverse ifs quite frequently the case. It Is'
the easiest thing ln the worid to get a
balance ln favour of the congregation.
Collect some money and do uothing and
your balance lsan absolute certainty..
Starve your minibter, do nothing for the
poor, or for missions, or for any good
cause, and if any nioney cornes in ut al
you'li lîkely have a balance lu your favor.
Lt làs higli time everybody understood that
niggardliness lu paying out will prodace
a favourable balance as eusily as liberallty
lu paying lu. Before you boust of a bal-
ance always ask liow it came.

Union of the IProtestant churches can
never be brouglit about by forcing a union
of organis3m. If the churches of the Re-
formation are ever tu be uuited-perhaps
tliey neyer wlil be-lu one orgunic body,
the union will be brouglt about indirectly
by increusing thte spiritual life of the
bodies rather titan by external work on
the niachinery. The more the dhurches be-
corne like Christ thc nearer tliey corne to
one another wthout any effort whutever.
Union ls hindered ratiier thau elped by
discussions whicli soW %Vthiat the persons
discnssing tiiink that unilulg ch arches ls
flot any mlorea spiritual moatter titan unit-
ing insurance companles or agrîcultural
sodleties, tie object ln both cases being
tie sare-to save money. The British
Weekly tells the people of England who are
clumouring for the siutting up of srnail
cliapels ou the ground of expense, that
they miglit f irat inake a move lu the econ-
omy hune by Lrying to sint up some (if the
beer shiops. We hear a great deul about
the expense of .keeping up 80 mauyi
churcles lu Canada jusit non- but the mot
of it comes froni men who don't igpend
more titan ten cents a Suuday ou ail the
churclies ln Christen<lom. Men advocate
unn ouiflaflelal tgrouinds wo se-dmor

iength sof time to see If tie goveranuent
wonld explalu or apologize,but the powers
that be made no slgn and the bonourabie
gentleman laid the whoie matter belore a
convention of his constituente and asked

them t( suy wbut theY tbonght about
It. The Slmcoe men stood enthuslasticaliy
by thelr member and there the matter rests
for the time beiug. Mr. McCartliy an-
nounces lis intention to reniove f rom the
goverument side of the hiouçme and take bis
seat ou the cross benches. Wbat the re-
suit muy amount to ikt ls impossible to siay.
Sometiing wiil depend on the amount ff
time and labor the liononrable gentleman
la prepared to spend lu promotlug lis unew
departure. If lie goes into the constitu-
ences and works witli bis usual energy an
ndependent Conservative party May be

aniong the possibilities lu Ontario. If lie
doeis littie more the movemeut perliapis saw
its hligh water mark last week. If lie sinks
down again into a mere party hack after
the stroug speeches of last week lie lias
cornmitted political suicide. One tliing is
clear. A few able, resointe, independent
Conservatives could do the country an ira-
imense amount of good service ut Ottawa
just now. Mr. McCartiy may, as lie says,
have rendered himself a governmeutul im-
posslbîîîty. but lie lis possîbilities for
good wit lin *hls reacli ut the present mio-
ment mudli greater titan those within the
readi of any member of the goverumeut.

THE PASI'ORATE.

ls the present system of permanent pas-
torates conducive to the beet lnterests of
both pastor and people ? Does it afford
the most favorable opportunities of use-
fulness to the pastor and, ut thte sanie
time, does it advunce the higliest spirit
ual development of tlie people ? We can-
not very weil separate titis dual question
fur It deals witl corresponding, not con-
flicting interests. If a modified Itîner-
ancy la beet for tlie congregation then It
'ks best for the ministry, but if It be pos-
sible that there are conflicting interests
the balance sbould lie on the side of tlie
congregation as the ministry exists for
its sake.

Our wortby sister, the Methodiat cdurcli,
lias grown marvelonsîy under te iten-
erant system, and tlat flot oaly lu uew
countries, where, for a time, itinerancy
is practicaîîyunuiversai, but under thc
situdow of an endowed national dhurci
wiere slie had to conteud again8t every
possible dlfuiculty of custom, wealtli and
power. Now, wlen she is establisled and
lias weultli, prestige, and learuing, the
(question of a more permanent pastorate
's agitatîng ber, while tIe desirabîîîty of
a change lu th, direction of itiueruucy la
one of the questions of the near future
wtb ns.

There are evils under our systemn for
which soute remedy onglit to be dcvised
eltiter by the better use of thte power we
have ut present or by sudh changes as
May give increuseèd powers lu tie iuterestis
of both minîster and dongregution. To
ail appearauce the permanency of the pas-
toral tie seems to be al lu favor of te
pastor ; lie can stay as long as lic wislies
or renlove as soon as le pieuses. lu re-
gard to the latter phase titere lias been
more thun one Instance wlthiu thc luet
five years wbere elunges have been made,
or desîre for sncb exhiblted withln a yeur
o! settiement and these lu thc face o! the
direct opposition of tbe congregution.

Aguin the uge lîmît in thc permanent
pastorate le booming omlinousîy durk for

second to continue to thc serIons lnury
O! te Morale Of mlnistry* wlthout any
effort being mades to remedy etler ?

We venture to suggest th.at If ut the
end of every seven yeare the pastoral tie
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Bible dliaracters living and acting lu Bible
lande and times," for lie lecturcd not ouly
lu tiec ity, but aiso lu ont-of-tie-way
places and ruade It possible for districts
sparey popniatcd and difficuit o! accese
to sec and heur. a Mau from thc Land o!
Promise descrlbIng mei native land and
bringiug Lebanon, Nazarethi, Bethlehcm
and Jcrusulem almost to tîcîr door.
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was hled to be off lialy terminted while,
t the same tire the congregations were
t liberty to recal tIe present pastor If

mtaly agreable, tlese evils would be
minmzed, If not crd. Tre montiS
migt be allowed to a! ord congregations
the opportunity of exercising their rght
of clolce, but If It were not exercsed
witin that tme, the ppoitmet wold
fli Into te luuds of Le Presbytery, Or
a body uppointed by LIe Assembly, tO
fuif il snch duties.

Any system proposed must preserve tO
thc people the rigt of doice and to the
ministry permanent empoyment, but
tiere is no justification lu pastorates be-
ing vacant for years, wle willing er-
vants are perforce standing ide lu the
market piaee. In consideriug any pro-
posai toward Itinerancy tIc fact muet be
kept lu mmad thut wc bave one vlrtually
in our mission charges, and by the vol-
untary udt ot ministers in charges. Luet
year's bine books gave us 850 charges,119 o! whlcb were vacancies, 62. deniel-sions, 10 translations, and 32 trunsfer-ences. Cousidered lu uny possible ligit
tlese manifold dchanges umount to inler-
ancy of the worst possible stamp, 1. e. an
unreguluted one.

GOOD OUI? OF £VIL.

Dr. Howls caîl to suivution was accom-
punied or followed by a cuil to work, uud
heue lis desire to be nsed. as an evunge-
list lu some wuy. With Lîlis object lu view
lie studied for a whie under private tuit-
ion lu 8yria. He tIen made two visite to
Scotland, 1874 to 1879 and 1880 and 1885.
But, whilc bis hopes wcre glowing, snddeu-
iy, almost lu a moment, le loet bis sîgît
cornpletciy. Medical treatment, lowever,
enabled him to sec once more, but not for
long, for as early as 1880 or 1881, lis
flrst session lu tbeology lu tIe University
of Edinburgh, bis cyesiglit was of no use to
hlm lu stndying and le lad to depeud up-
ou thc assistance of a reuder or amannen-
sis, whidb ut tIc best is but a poor sub-
stitute for eyesight. To titis, add tIc dif!-
icuity of acqniring the Engiishlalnguage
sufficiently weli to follow pitilosopîlcal
and titeological lectures. To ail tlis w-as
added tIe greatcst difficnity o! ail, tIe
discourugiug remurks of even good and
friendly people, wlio feit sure that blind-
ness was an Insurmnountuble obstacle and
that fulinre w-us Inevituble both ut col-
lege and lu the mission field. Soon a! Ler,
howçver, the professors, ut least, galned
confidence lu their blind stndent and treat-
ed hlm with the greatest kindues and con-
sideration, and Doctors Cliarteris and Flnt
did their ntmost to convince other ChrIs-
tian people tbat wbile IL iW truc blînduese
is a serions druwback, Mr. Howic iad com-
pensations whidl aimost, if not altogeti-
er, made np for bis loss o! siglit and that
tiere need be no fear o! employing hlm el-
tier ut home or aliroad. He attained Vo
and rctained a good place lu thc classes
and w-as awarded tîrce prizes and honour-
able mention, lu J une, 1884, lie was Il-
ceed by tIc Prcsbytery of Edinburgh,
and lu 1885 camne to Canada, brlnging
witi hlm fumerons testimoniais and re-
commendations - Thc Preebyterian Cluirci


