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TI arrangements for the meeting of Assembly
were mîade by a local ccnlnittcc comiposed of repre-
sent.ttives irointcdioai h Pres'uytcrian cangregations
ai the city. Trhe arrangementls -ire as necar perfection
as anything clin le. The roons in connection with
the church are excecdingly convcnicnt for conimittees,
afid-on the whole pcrhaps the Assembiy nevcr "'as
»ctter accommuodated. Everything that can be donc
bias been donc by the camlmittee ta facilitate busi-
ness, and if business docs nlot run smoothly, cer-
tainly the local conmittee appointcd by the Presby-
terians ai 1-amijiton are nat ta biamie.

ALNiosT the flrst thing that strikes one about this
Gencral Assemibiy is h.le number af promîinent mninis.
ters wha are conspicuous Li their absence. Dr.
Pr 'oudfoot, Dr. Cochrane, Dr Laing, Dr., WVrdrape,
Dr. Gregg, 'Mr. Macdonnell, Dr. King, and soveral
athers wlho are preserit in aimost oves-y Assembly, are
flot commissioners this year. It seenis scarceiy
reasonable that the Couvents-s of twa ai the iînost imn-
portant comnuttees in tht Church should flot have
senais in the court. They' know morc about thoîr
reports and the wîork done by their cormmittces than
ainy one tise caît possibiy knaw, and it sees'-. scarceiy
fair that a inan shouid be asked ta drav, up and sub-
mit a report, and thon stand aside and aliaw others ta
discuss it. Certainiy it wouid bo nothing mrore than
generous ta give the Conveners af the Homo and
Foreign Mîsson Commnittee seau~ in every Assembly.

T:iE eiders lha( a field day an Thursday. Ms-r.
Lyis overture an time-ses-vice in the ciderbhip was
discussed ail aiternoon. The eiders did ail the work,
the aniy minister is-ho tool part bcing Mr. Lyle
himseii. The discussion wvas exceedingly good-na-
tured~ and severai vcry happy hits wcre made. 3tcve-
rai eiders ivere %îory strongiy in fa% uur of scnding
the niatter dowr ta Prosbyteries for their considera-
tion. 'Fht vot %%,as close, and there can bc very
litie daubt that nt an cariy day the question wili be
submitted to Presbyte-les. What the resul would b.-
na anc can tell. Sorti think as majority af Presby-
byteries wouid report in favuur af urne-ses-vice, v hile
many are -quite batisfied thicy wauid do exactl tht
apposite. 'It ai course oughî ta be undersîood that Mr.
-Lyle ai-d those iviia think, with hlm dcsirc ta leavo it
optiona1 witb ýangregaIions ta adopt the lime sos-vice
systeni. ___________

Tiii: Homne 'Mission arrangemonerts for Manitoba
and the Naorth-W"est must lie revised as the country
is beihg settied and Prcsbytenles formed. The ps-
visionai arrante-elb suitahie toa ~ new tcountry arc
never dcsigneý, .u bc permanent. Tht office af the
Superintcndent of Missions is not a regular part ai tht
Prée'sbytes-ian systeni. The powcrs af the Sirerinten.
dont must decrease, and the 'resbyteries nust scon
haveý .ail thii. funrîlons s-e' tored. Thr question i's
simeiy.anc aftisnt. Soine of the Presuiteries-think
thbat th e tiait bas came. Tho Synod ai Manitoba
îhmnknot. WVhaîis needcd nawis alittieforbearance
al roundo. The contral ai the missiion wark is now in'
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the bsands af the Synad afi Manitoba, the Home Mis-
sion Canmnittet, tht Superintendent and tise Presby-

tcries. Thtis menis tue miuch nianagemnt, or wll
doa sa in a very short tinte. If aur good bret:hren in
tht North-WVest wilicxerdse a Ville patience in% regard
ta theil: ighits, .hings will tomîe ail siè;hî, and tht
management will Le vested in tht Ilômec Mission
Comnîiitiet ansd the Presbytc-y.

Tim fis-st cveiling afiecs tht apeuitig of tise Central
Assembly os givets ta tise repart af the Homne Mîissieu
Conmuttet. It neyer fails ta prove intercsting, andi
that prescnted lasi îveek ps-ovcd no exceptinn. Dr.
Corlir.tîse, the Lonvene- ai tht cmîînsittee, delivcrcd
a vigorotis and mssst intes-esting address lu subinitting
tht report, which gives a s'esy compfrchensîve vicw ai
tht mnissiont operatians cars-îed an b>' the Chu-ch froin
the Presbyte-y af Quobcec ta tht shorts ai the Pacifir
Ocan. V'cas by year these aperatiaus have been
growing in extent and cfficiency, and now tlîey have
s-eachvd.adegrce ai campietencss nlot lîstiertonatained.
Na one, hawcvcr, dreanis that Home Mission wvork
ln the llresbytcrian Chus-ch in the Dor 'n~lias
achieved a position wich %%ould jîîstiiy the notion
thnt fiuality lisd been reachcd, and flînt subsequent
endeavour mutst aniy bc dis-ectcd ta tise retentiais and
culivation ai the ground uoiv avertaken. Tlk. stage
of tlhankfiness andi rest is net yet recclscc, buttht
Church can, fs-rnt the experience ai tht past, thank
God andi take courage.

la the Presbyteries ai Quebec andi Montreal undi-
minisheti efforts have hotu put forth ;r% the mission
fields ta strengthen what romnains. li flot a few
districts P>ratestansts are gradually retirsng beforo
the advancc ai French-Canadian Rcuîan Cathiolic
settiers. It is ai the utnîost importance that congre-
gations weakened by cinigration shonulti be aidet inl
thcîr efforts ta inaintain ordinances in tIse midst ai
the spiritual îwilighît thnt prevails. Tht Augmsenta-
tien Schemo has renderecl valuabie ses-vice lu tis
direction, anti but for ils aid tht lighî ai Gospel truti:
mîght in seves-al places have cre niow ceaseti ta
shine.

lu tht aider Presbyîcries ai tise Church mnuch at-
tention and cas-c havé been bestowed upon tht dosti-
tute fieldis lying withiu thisor bountis. WVeak congre-
-gations have been strengthencd, mission stations hai .,
been erccd luta cangregationis, and new stations
farmed. Seves-al l>resbyteries have much iargcr snis-
sien fildits than others, anti it is nateti that Presby-
tories ta wham large mission districts are enîroitet
quickly deveiop as strong siissiona-y spir-it anti a
special aptitude for mrissian work. In this respect
the l>resbytories ai Ottawa, Lanark and Renfrew,
Bar-e and others, are conspicuaus. Muskaka anti
tht Pars-y Soundi districts have been receiving in-
creaseti attention. aîîd encouraging progs-ess As s-e-
ported. Tht empioymcnt ai os-dainil mîssionas-seshas
been productive of mast satisfactory results. In- AI-
goan aiso, tiuring the year, excellent work lias been
accomplisheti.

la the Province ai Manitoba and the North-%Vest
Ter-stos-les Home 'Mission wark has been ps-osecu:cd
witsh .uutimiuibhed vigaur andi tarisestsies îvsth snost
e.ncouraging results. Tht expecteti rush ai settiers
int that vast country bas, for various and obviaus rea-
sans, nlot been s0 great as was, but s-eccntiy, s à reason-
abiy aniripatd. These causes, howeve-, are nlot
permanet, andi at no distant date a rapidiy-increasiug-
populatson us confidentiy looketi for. £vert now the
Church bas beeno unabie ta comply wstb a number ai
requeels for services iu sparseiy-scttied districts, and
many others wvcre onl> able ta rect4Ive partial supply.
From the 5tateents afi mis!ionaries andi atliers per-
sonally conversant with th;e moral anti spiritual candi-
tion of tbings la the North-West, tht necessiîy anti
importance ofiregsiar andi constant suppiy ai the mieans
ai grace are ps-aperly regardeti as indispersable.

Thts-duras s-elating ta tht North-West, givcrý In
the repor-t, though only approximate andi unde- the
mark, show that very substantial progre!>s bas been
made. Tht number oif cangregatians andi mission
stations retus-ned -is 351 ; famiiies, 5,1i9.; com-.
municanits, 4,764 ; Sabbari -schréois, 145 ; -Sabbatb
srhooi' attendance, 5,727 , ý1 1uChes4, eighty-seaeni,
and inaýnscs,,twenty.

Considerable progrcss bas «ilso beers made iu British,
Calumbia. As wiil Le seen fironi the report ai the'
Asstmbly's proceedings,ths forînationof aVlresbyîéry

ties-e lias beeu resalveti uptn, andi the hope la canit.
dently exps-esscd Otua ail tlle Ilresbyterian mîinistors
andi congregations lus tise Province wlll L'e ai le hon.
ourab>' and cos-<ially ta unite under ane banncr. 'Fht
Chus-ch out tisere l sustaineti a scriaus loss in tht
early death ai tIse Rcv. J. S. àNackay, who gave abun-
dntt promise oi valuabie service un the cause af the
Gospel.

lu te Maritiusse Provinces aise o lme Mission
work was prosectitet wutli inlucîs canesinesN aîîd suc-
cess. 'Fli report presentid fs-oui t1at sCct!cu ai fisc
Chu-ch unas excecdiugly mteresting, and tht cletauleti
accouont by l(ev. George Bruce ai the meiluots pur-
sueti in the l'sesbytery ai St. Jcln, lowcd (bat fat.
fiAI, sweil dis-c..td e«obit fieets witli an encous-aguug te.
tus-n.

l)r:ng tîso year contributions for this, ont ai tht
principal Sciimiis ai tise Cîsurciu 5iave bcen large ansi
generous. Libceral donuat ion s f-rnt tht liritisîs Churches
hiave ousu: more ta be grateoulIv acknowlet1ged. Leîi
us holle tont in tise yens- an wliich. the Chus-cii lias
Ijust enierei Isle contributions will bc miarce generaîts

ad laIrgÇr b.111, for thue wark is bath great andi urgenit.
Oi uîsc îlîng Ille Chus-cl is assus-et doat ils Haine
Mission is wisely directed, efficientiy wvarkot anti eco-

j namically utanageti.

THE FOREIGNV iSSION.
FRiIlIA c%.enitig last e' large tongtrg.Mmlon assombicti
ti St. 1>aul's Chus-ci, Hamsilton, ta liston ta tise
Foreign Mission Cnmmnttcc's reports, anti the ad-
dressts af i sepsesetativcs froni far distant fildits ai
labour. If tht work accompiisiied, tht funtis contri-
butid, the multiplication ai os-ganizatians in tise con-
gregations andl among tIse young as-t consides-et, tises-t
a-re cita- indications donat the Chus-ch is rising fs-ont
lier lethargy in relation ta tht essc-ntial tcatures of a
living Chus-ch, realizing lier duty ta preach tht Gospel
ta eves-y crcaýure. WVith his wonteti fervour Dr.
WVards-ape, Convener ofthe Cammutteelin the We.ster-n
Section1 presenteti tht repart, and matie an cas-nest
appeal for fuller cousecration ta foreign inissionary
cudeavou-. Tise repas-t fs-ans the 1I:astcm Section was
prescuteti by the Rev. Alexander MeLean, wha suc-
ceetis an able anti devoteti ses-v-nt ai Christ, the
Rcv. Dr. MýcGrego-, who à few mnths aga was callcd
fs-ou lsis labours in tht Chus-ch on èarth. Mr-. Mc-
Lean gave a detaileti account ai tht incroasing and
fatr-e-xtentiet opes-ations sustaine tm by the Chus-ch in
tht Maritime Prsovinces.

Tht mission ta the Indians ai the North-West was
graphically ilescribeti by a msts dtvoitd andi officient
inissiona-y. the Rev. Hugh McKay, a wos-thy relative
ai Dr. Mackat ai Fos-inosa. Tise testiuîany that the
Indians uncles Chrsistian influences la tise Nortîh-
WVest lsad declineti ta join their ýdudreti in tise late
rebeilion was stroug>' empliasized inl tht plain and
simnple stalemeuls matie by Mr. McKay, Ho also
detaileti the <ifficullies ta be encaunte-eti in prcaching
tht Gospel ta pagan Indians. Tht whbite man's vices,
anti bis treaient ai those wha roani the western
wilds, have atideti ta their injuries anti awakeneti their
distrust. InstancesXere given ai tht lndian's con-
tempt for the white man's vts-acily. There is a sting-
ing rebuke su tise heathen s ps-otest agaînst the faillh-
lcss promiîses of the white man. Tise nomadic habits,
induced by custom, andi the pressure of dire necessity,
as-e sifavourable ta msssionary and educational work,
yet, notwsthstanding obstacles, Mr-. McKay was able
ta do gooti work an the reses-ve ta which hie was apl.
poînteti. I-is plea for las-gos- effort on behial ofithc
Indians su the Nes-th-WVtst was most effective. It is
ta be hoped that hoe dlots rnt picati ta the Chus-ch in
vain.

it was, statetô that the mission wos-k in Farmosa,
intesrupteti sa cowmpieteiy by the Fraico-Chirsese wat,
had been resumeti, and is being cas-rieti csi wsîh
greates- tnesgy ;,d devotion than eves-. It was aiso
lut ilated that the injuries inflictet aid tht dest-ut..
lia causeti by tht Fr-ench occupation hati been- coin.
,rensated for by tht Cîsînese Govornment, a~nd better
chsurcheshati replaceti those tiestrayeti during tise
was-. Tht idea of having a'Chînose Chus-ch is besng
stcadily reahizeti, anti numerous, natives are now
preachîng the Gospel ta thei- feliow-counîs-ynen.

-in Central India substantiai gains anid extended
work 'are reporteti. Tht obstacles with wihich,,tie
missionaries Lad so long ta coitenti have been
romoveti. Official restrictions na longer -inpede ýthc
progress of tiie work, e1t'ner of -Pl eching the Gospel
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