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IN addition to the ordinary contributions by eapesi-
enced and scholarly writers in thip number, we are able
to present to our 1caders a shurt account by Rev, I
Sievenight, B.A, furmurly in charge of the Mission
there, of the Prince Albert County, the scene of the
present North-West Rebellion, and the first of a short
series of practical papers on Sobbath Schuel Work,
from the pen of Prindipal McVicar, D.D, LLD. To
relieve somcwhat the pressure on our space we, this
week, bsue four additional pages. Montieal Notes
reached two late for insertion in this number.

THE long, severe winter now gradually coming to a
close has served one goud purpuse in addition tu the
many good purposes served by any kind of a winter.
Last Autumn the weather prophets predicted that we
were to have  n open winter.  Uf cousse, they hoew all
aooutit.  T.ey could tell just what kind of weather we
were to have each month and n the beginming, nuddle
and end of eachmonth.  Instead of an open winter we
have had the coldest one for fifty ycars. We hope
the lesson willnotbelost.  Fora Province that spends
annually over half a milhon on cducation the number
of people who are willing to believe anything a *crank ®
says 1s humihatngly large.  Ihere must be some
mysterious pleasare in beang gulled 1f we may judge
from the number of people who are gullible. Any
crank can find disciples—perhaps we should say vic-
tums.  The most pestilen.al of ali cranks 1s the crank
theolegical. Neat 1s, perhaps, the crank medical.
Then comes the weather crank, who confidently pre.
dicts that the coldest winter for fifty years will be an
open one.  And this weather crank was just as necar
right as cranks usually arc.

SoME years ago an American minister published
facts and figures intended to explode the miserable
slander that ninisters’ sons never amount to anything.
Ry ctatistics that could not be questioned he showed
that the number of mimsters' sons occupying promi-
nent places of trust is larger in proportion than that
of any other class of men. If that brother had not pub-
hshed his book until now he tnight have had a splondid
“point.”  On the fourth of last month a Baptist min-
ister’s son laid down the reins of government at Wash.
ington, and they were taken up by the son of a Presby-
tenan mumister. . Arthur made an admirabie 'resident,
and astonished everybody by the wisdom and dignity
of his admimstration. And now we venture to predict
that the Presbytenan minister's son will make onc of
the ablest and most upngtt and honourable Presi-
dents that cver ruled over the Amenican people. Now,
just sce if he doesp’t.  And this is just as good a place
as any to say that we believe a number of the volun-
teers who have gone to the North-Wes: arc sminister’s
scas.  The major of the Queen’s Own 1s amanse boy,
and if he has inherited his late father’s pluck the half
breeds that cross his path had better be careful.

For our missionarics and teachers in the North-
West ne bespeak the carnest prayers of the Church.
At the present whung there has not been any newsfrom
Prnce Albert for over ten days, Lhut enough s known
1o make it certain that the Rew. Ms. McWilliam and
his assistants are in citeulnstances of eatreme danger.
The posiion of two or threc others s not much
better. Were this (ihvilirel warfare, the lUfc of a
missivnary would be wompatatinely safe, Lut when
hat Lreeds are commanded Uy the human bruwc that

murdered poor Scott slowly fifteen years ago no onc

~

knows what may happen.  We¢ have important inter
ests in Prince Albert, and it would be a great loss to
have vur property destioyed, but this would be teifling
compared with other losses about which we do not
care to think at present.  If the Mounted Police can
hold out until they get help, all will be well, but the
position'at present is extremely critical.  While hoping
for the best, let all carnestly pray that He who
possesses all power may protect our labourers in
that unhappy region.  The pusition of thuse who have
families must be very trying.  Even if there were no
danger the suspense must be something fearful.  Our
heartfult sympathies are with these wissivnarics and
with their familics.

Cadaviada have been su long sn the emyoynent of
cace and prospenty that war 15 a new eapernience to
most of us, A few remember the Rising of 1837, and
many the Fenian raid of L8606, but, with the eaception
of these disturbances, our people know absolutely
nothing ot the scourge of war.  Providence has dealt
very hindly with us m this regand. It may be that
we need w learn suine lessuns as o nation that cannot
be anparted i a unee of peace. We have not been
so grateful as a natwon for alimoest unbroken peace as
we shuuld have been. We Lave not valued the bless-
imngs of peace as lughly «s we should have valued
them.  Want alune can teach the value of bread, and
pechaps war alone can teach the value of peace.  ltis
our duty as a Chostan nauon to look behind the
secondary causes that may hase produced these dis-
turbances and sce the hand of the Great King who
rules the nations and restrains the wrath of men. We
are all tuu prone to trace cvents to their seeondary
causes and foiget or ignore the hand of Hhm who
rules above.  Natiuns, as such, must be punished for
their sins in this life, and he would indeed be a bLuld
man who would say that Canada has nut been guilty
of many sins deserving pumishment.  The duty of
the hour is humiliation before God and confession of
national sin.

That the insurrection in the North-West will be
ultimately put down, there can te no reasonable doubt.
Esen if Riel had a regular army under ! is command,
all history and experience go to show that an army
without a Government bebind it must fail in the end.
The military power must always have a civil power
supporting it to ensure ultimate success.  Riel has no
organized civil power behind him, and sooner or later
must fail.  But the people of this country must not
become panic-stricken or discouraged if this insurrec-
tion is not put down in a few weeks or even months.
There are some undoubted advantages on the side of
the insurgents. They are a hardy race ; they know
cvery irch of the country ; they are skilied in the use
of arms, and they can live on very little food, and
sleep outside in any kind of weather  Our volunteers
are brave fellows, no doubt ; but many of them are
quitc young, and all are unaccustomed to such hard-
ships as they must endure in the North-West.  They
have to cross in one way or another, gaps of about
cighty miles in the milway on the north shore of Lake
Superior, and when, after a long and tedious journcy,
they leave the railway they have to march about 250
miles to Prince Albert. It is easy to say 2350 miles,
hut fancy one of these gentlemen, heavily armed, start
ing rom Toronto to walk to Brockville or Cornwall'!
The praunics are wet and muddy just now, and the
journcy must he exceedingly tedious.  Camping out
on the wet ground will be very trying to young men
acwustomed to comfortable hares.  Esvenif teams are
provided to drive them from the Canada Paaific Rail-
way the journcy will be very difficult.  Our troops
have a very serious undertaking before them and we
must not expeet too much from the brave fellows.

The Scssion of Knox College just closed, though
uncventful, has not bicen unimportant.  The work has
Laen procecded wadi in a quiet, andemunstrause way,
consonant with the acdemic quiet and dignity pecu-
Bz to the retreats of sacred learning.  The Pnnapal
and professors have dische ged their responsible duties
with the scrupilous fidelity fur which they are dis-
tingwished.  The growth of Knox s gradual but steady.
There (s no retrogressivn. Were more adeyuate e
svurees placed at ds duispusal s unguestivned that
its advance vwould be mach accelerated.  There is no
Genying that its uscfulness and influence are restricted

by tht want of men and meaas. The professors,
individually and collectively, are strong and influ
catial men, yet it is obvious that there are tdo few
of them. There is not now, and cannot be with the
present limited number, that division of labour which
the age demands and the healthful prosperity of the
institution requires.

None are more keenly alive to this pressing uneces
sity than the respected Principal and professors them
selies,  With unselfish devotion to the true prosperity
of the institution they plead for an increase in the
professorial staff of Knox College  In his few re
marks during the clrsing exercises, Principal Caven
called attention to the anomaly of having the sp.ecially
important departments of HMomiletics and Pastoral
Thealogy crowded into a three n.onths’ lectureship
during the session.  With such an arrangement it i,
simply impossible to do justice to these important and
essential branches of theological education ; it is un-
satisfactory to the students themselves, and were these
subjedts not entrusted to a gentleman of eaceptional
attainments and ability the arrangement would be as
useless as it is unsatisfactory. It is evident that the
students carnestly desire to see the establishment of a
permanent chair of Homiletics and Pastoral Theology
as onc of the first improvements to be made in Knox
College  ‘The energetic respeuse to the Principal's
reference places this beyond a doubt.

The Endowment Fund has been steadily increasing.
In the best of times it is easy to find people who are
unvwilling to contribute largely for edurational objects.
Their objections are often as sordid as they are occas-
ionally ingenious. Instead, however, of uttering jere-
miads over the stinginess of isolated contributors,
the many friends of Knox College have abundant
reason for gratitude that the effort to raisc an
Endowment Fund has proved so successful. In
these days of financial stringency it is surcly very
gratifying that the Principal was able to announce
that the Endowment Fund had now reached the
handsome sum of about $1735,000. It only remains
now to get additional subscriptions to the amount of
$23,000 to complete the scheme. A little more effort -
and the result will be accomplished. In some of the
Presbyteries considerable additions may confidently
be looked for. A glance at a paragraph on another
page will make this plain.

The recent departure in cohnection with the closing
exercises has been attended with excellent results.
The public ineeting on the evening of the closing day
in one of the city churches is eagerly looked forward
to, and is each year attracting large audiences. Ol
St. Andrew’s, with its large auditorium, was completely
filled, whilc the galleries had quite a number of occu-
pants. It adds much to the interest taken in
academic institutions when their claims and work are
brought dircctly before the people.  The addresses on
Woednesday cvening were well-timed and appropriate.
Dr. Gregg's fatherly counsels were wise, dffectionate
and judicious. The representatives of the College,
with becoming modesty and good taste, discharged
ably and well the important dutics assigned them,

while the concluding address by the Rev. H. AL
Parsons presented important views of truth with the
characteristic carnestness and directness for which
the pastor of Knox Church is distinguished.

PROFESSUR PATION,

WiTHIN the Christian Church there is ample room
for the employment of all the diversificd talent with
which her memboers are divin_ly gifted.  The Church’s
well being and progress arc dependent on the posses:
sion and exercisc, according to certain broad and welil-
defired prinaples, of the manifold endowments be-
stowed by her living Head.  There are diversitics of
gifts but the same Spirit.  The suppression of indi-
vidualism would be injucious ; its unrestrained devel
opment would lead to anarchy and confusion, All
extremes arc dangerous.  The cffort to cast all re-
ligious character and expression in the mould of rigid
uniformity has cver failed, and from the nature of the
case must ever prove a failure.  The lawless exerase
of individualism has umiformly paralyzed Chnstuan
cndeavour and rendered united effort impossible.  To
many minds the Presbytenan system commendsat..e!f -
beeause it harmomazes order with hiberty. It accords
the fullest freedom combined with a stable form of
church government, thus atiording most favourable
opportumitics for the formauon of strong Chnstan
independence, strength of character and enlightencd .
co-opcration. :



