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face dropped ' 0 his hands.

He was again in the vestry,
listening to t < appeal of the stranger. It seemed made to

him ; and he must now declde to be or not to be a Christian.

* You hear the knocking at the door of your heart,” the

stranger had said, **it1s Jesus standing without 1 ¥

In the silence of the room it seemed to the boy that an
for his love.
Such thoughts wete too much to bear.  He left the kitchen
for his own little room. But there ** the still, small voice”
spoke. It would not be hushed.

That night was one never to be forgotten by Winfred
Campbell, At lenpth,~—he scarcely knew how it came
about,—he svddenly gave up putting off a decision sur-
rended himself to Christ, and was at peace!

A joy that cannot be described, immediately entered
Winfred's heart. He was carried beyond himself, filled
with heavenly bhiss; hus heart throbbed with unutterable
melodies,—were they wafted from angelic choirs who sing
when souls are born inio the kingdom? The boy’s face
surely wore a bstemog, glunfied luuk as he knelt Lefore the
window, gazing up nto the sky, where stars and illimitable
space spoke of his God.

Wino could not rest until he had told some one of his
happiness.  He svught the Luscombs at midoight, and told
them, with eager words, that he bad found the Baviour.

“ I wanted to begin giving my testimony,” he said, with
shining face, ** as the man did from tne schooner. I mean
QO rise very early to-morrow and thank him for it.”

Mis. Luscomb said little, but Winn felt that she rejoiced
with him,

** It was n't my testimony that sot ye in the right track,”
said the old Lighthouse-keeper with emotion, “but I'm
glad y::'vc started, lad. If I can't help, I wca't hender ye
none.’

Moming had scarcely tinted with warmer colours the
gray stone of the tower as Winn ascended to look for the
strapger’s ship.

It was not to be seen. He searched the ocean far and
wide with Aaron's glass; not 2 sail was in sight. The
strasger had left as quietly as he came.  He had sought the
house of prager, told the story of the ctuss, tisca up before
the day, and gone about his business.

But his testimony bore precious fruit in several young
lives besides Winn's, and afterwards many others found
peace in believing.

These often spoke af the stranger who was pever again
seen in Moorstown. Perhaps his voice was silenced forever
for earthly testimony, but he was not forgotten. For along
time Wion pever entered the boat to answer the summons to
evening worship but his eye wistfully searched the water for
the stranger whose carnest words became, through God,
such a blessing.

(To b¢ continued)

IHE LAST DAY OF THE YEAR ONE THOU-
SAND,

The labourers in the fields and the artisans in the towas
could not be induced to go about their daily tasks with apy
regularity (ootwithstandiog that their daily hread depended
on 1t) for thinking of the outbreak of Divine wrath which
was about to take place. There were some wise and sober
men even in that age of datkest ignorance who endeavoured
to persuade the people that their alarm was without reason-
able foundation, and cven if this bad been otherw se, that it
would still befit them to go about the duties of life with dili-
gence aod faithfulness, as unto God—so that the Lord, if
He should come, as they expected, might find them watch-
ing. The temfied and conscience-stricken men paid no
heed to remonstrances like these, but gathered eagerly round
fanatic monks or half-crazed pilgrims, who poured into their
ears their tale of horrors, ever growing more wild and ter-
rible asthe last week of the year 1,000 went by. When
the last day of that weck dawned, the madness had attained
its height. All work, of whatsoever kind, was suspended.
The market places were deserted ; the shops were shut ; the
tables were not sprexd for meals ; the very heusehold fires
remained unlighted. Men when they met in the strects
scarcely saw or spoke to one another. Their eyes bad a
wild stare in them as thoupgh they expected every moment
some terrible manifcstation to take place. A strapge up-
natural gjlence prevailed everywhere, except in the churches,
which were alteady thronged with cager devotees, who
prostrated themseives before the shrines of their favourite
saunts implonng their protection during the fearful scenes
which weze on the point of being displayed. As the day
wore on the number of those who sought admission grew
greater aad greater, until every comer of the sacred edifices,
large as these were, was dentcly ctowded, and it became
impossible to find .oom for mote. But the multitude out-
side sull strove 2ne clamoured for admission, filliog the
porclies and  doorways, and climbing u{) the bu''resses to
find a refuge on the roofs which they could not obtain inside.
It was penerally believed that the loosing of Satas would
take place at some time or other before the night was ended,
but at what precisz moment 8o one could s3y. A strange
and solemn commentary oa the text which bids men to
watch because ‘‘they know oot whether the master of the
house will come at ever, or at midnight, or at cockerowing,
ot in the morniog,” was presented by the maltitades which
filled the chuzches that night. Watch in very truth they
did. Not an cye was closed throughout that lenpthened
wigl ; oota koee but was bent in humblest supplication;
not & voice but joined in the peniténtial chant, or put
up a fervent entreaty for help and protectién. There were
no clocks i those dags, bat the flight of the hours was
marked by great waxen tapers with metal balls attached at
intervals to them. These fell, one after another, 2s the
flames reached the strings by which they were secured, into
a brazen basin beoeath, with a clang which resounded
through the church. At the recurrence of zach of these
warning sounds the awe of the vast assembly secmed to
decpen and intensify, =s each realized the tesrible fact that
between him and the outburst of Divine wrath oaly the
bricfest interval could now remain. At lase the night, long

as it wae, began to draw to an end  The chill which pre-
cedes daybreak pervaded the air, and in the eastern sky the
first pale gleam of moroing begrn to show itself. This mustbe
the signal for the long pent.up anger of heaven toshow itself.
Satap was even now being loosed from his bondage. DBut
no ; the light grew stronger in the heavens, 2nd the flame of
the candles paled before it, and at last the rays of the tisen
sun streamed through the windows and fell on the white
and apxious faces of the watchers. ‘The night had passed
away. A new day, a new year, & new century had begun.
The terror which Knd possesseu their sonis was after all, God
be thaoked for it, a delusion {—Sunday at Home.

“T0 EACH ONE HIS WORK."

The Master has gone away

brom the carth where a while He wrought,
And the shadows about Him lay,
To the glorious land of day,

And we follow Him in our thought.

He has left, that there be no loss,

In the land of His love below,
Where gold is mixed with the dross,
His servants to bear 1is cross

And to teach till all peoples know,

Each day whea the morning breaks
Each wotker, happy and strong,
The voice of His Lotd awakes,
And gladly His task he takes
Aud begins His work with a song.

Each goes not whither he wiil,

But whither the Master sends ;
By the side of the fluwer-kissed rill,
Or to climb the difficult hill

Alone, or with troops of friends.

And each in the setting sun
Turns gladly bis grateful thought
To the day's work faithfully done,
The tnamph his heart has won,
The decd that his hands have wrought.

And the Master pays each night
The wages the man loves best,

The comfort and decp delight

That are his who does the right,
The blessedness and therest.

But He keeps for the greater day
His final reward to men,

Oh, happy indeed are they

‘Who labour and dec not stay,
But, alas, for the idlers then 1

MARIANNE FARNINGHAM.

IHE DISAPPEARANCE OF “ THE SCOLD."

Nothing was more common in thesixteenth century thana
¢ scoldinp*woman,” and the scolding woman had not dis-
appeared in this country till after the Declaration of Inde-
pendence—some even survived that. The ewvidence of this
does not rest upon tradition.  The hiterature ana the laws are
full of it. Laws had to be framed with severe penalties to
protect men from the ** common scold ”; and these pesai-
ties were often inflicted, one of the most eflective of them
being the ** ducking-chair,” which 1 many cases was the
only one that could check the wagging of a virulent tongue.
Nothing 1s commoner in the ballad hiterature of the sixteenth
century than the comolaints of the railing of the scold and
the shrew, and the devices for taming them were as ingen-
ious as they were brutal.  Either the literature of the time is
2o awful libel or scolding women were 50 numerous as to be
a great featare of the age; scolding was as prominent as
begging, and the scolding wife as common zs the tipsy hus-
band. The philosopher wants to know whether it 1 the
temper 01 women which has changed, since it 13 a fact that
the *‘common scold” has practically disappeared from
modern life (there used to be women whom even the sheriff
was afraid of), is Do mote o p&ke de résistarnce of literature,
and has pot to be lepisiated against, or whether the apparent
differeace is only 2 change 1n man'sattitude toward the sex.
Some stedents of sociology think that man's submission has
wrought the transformation, and that women appear to be
more sweet and amiable now they bave their way unrufiled.
It is a very delicale question, and onc that would not be
raised hete except in the 1nterest of science.  For the dis-
appezrance of traits in human patareix as usefnl a study as
the elimination of useless members or the development of
new organs in our cvolution. Nobody except the sociologist
can say what the disappearance of the ** common scold ”
has to do with man’s position in the modern recreations of
society ; the business of this department is to collect factx,
not to co-ordinate thets. —CAharles Dudley Warsier in Hor-
per's Magasine for August.

UNCOMFORZABLE GENIUS.

Hzlif a dozen hearts are worth a world of heads. Once
upon a time s worshipped intellect. Brain- werc all that
was worth haviog. Brilliant men were the geds of my
idolatry, and people T thought stupid. Sipce those
saled days X've discovered that, hovever fascinaling genius
may be in public, it is not the sweetest of boons in 2 private
family, for nine times out of ten genius is intensely selfish,
It waols to be coddled ; it rarely coddles. It wants to be
heard ; it seldom listens. Ego is the burden of its song,
Who and what ye2 are watters little.  Accustomed to be
adored, it accepts devotion s a divine right.  To receiveis
its duc ; to give is the privili ve of lesser L atals. Now if
I Rave  talent it igthat of appreciation.  If there is 2 good
listener among wotwren, I am that she. X delight in geniny,
but X've fourd it out, \nd have no wore illasions.

Brurmn ano ormion Erums.

THERR ate 40,000 news vendors in England.

THE Rev. Richard Waterson, Dundee, has declined a call
from Dunedin, .

Tug Rev. Dr. M'Cosh, of Punceton, preached for Mr.
D. K. Guthrie at Liberton on a recent Sabbath,

A ZXNANA hbrary has been established in Calcutta to
inect the wants created by the education of the women of

ndia.

Even apart from her future position as Queen of the
Neitherlands, the little Princess Wilhelmine of Orange will
be the richest woman in Europe.

A MONUMENT to Robtert Moffat will be erected in Ormis-
ton, near Tranent, his native village It will consist of a
granite obelisk, with a bronze portrait.

1T 1 stated that Cardioal Newmuan visited the late Rev,
Mark Pattison when that emineat scholar was on his death
bed, and the two had a long and affectionate interview.

A MONUMENT to Joseph II. of Germany, has been un.
veiled at Lestmentz, Bohemia, 20,0c0 Germans weating
black, red, and yellow colouts joining in the demonstration.

Pror. MONTCOMERY and some of the o:her Cumberland
Presbytetian delegates speat a recent Surday afternoon on
the summit of Benlomond, where they held a prayer
meeling.

MR. HENRY SHAW, 'who died at Millport last week
within a day or two of his ninety-sixth birthday, had been
an elder for upwards of sixty years. He came out at the
Disruption.

THE Novoje Vremya, the chief Jew-baiting organ of Rus.
sia, bas received a warning from high authorities that its
attacks on the Jews must cease. Its articles have since be-
come very mild in tone.

THe new Lord Petre, who at the autumn session of Par-
hiament will take the seat vacated by his father, who recently
died, will be the first Catholic priest who has sat io the
House of Lords since the Reformatioa.

AN Episcopal congress 1s to be held in Fulda. Itsob-
jects are to orgamze professorships of Catholic theology in
Prussian universities, to unite the dioceses of Fulda and
Limbourg into an archdiccese, and to fill vacant curacies,

LElpsic 1s, thanks to the Socialists, in a semi-state of
siege condition, and, as a consequence, unpleasant to live
in. Every foreigner 1s hable to be regarded with suspscion ;
passports &re a pecessity and the police are preposierously
officious.

AN educated Polish gentleman, in middle age and vigour-
ous health, has offered to allow himself to be inoculated
with cholera microbes, so that the effect of such an inocula-
tion in a human being in normal health may,be scientifically
scrutinized,

MR, J. A. CAMERON, a well known military correspon-
dent, has written a letter protesting agaiost the recruiting
of Highland regiments * with the foul-mouthed, debilitated,
undersized weaklings, clad io loathsome rags, from the
slums of London.”

Razvs. A, MacCoLi, Lochalsh, and Wm. Sinclair, M.A..
of Tiockiop, on behalf of the synod of Glenelg and the
Hesbylery of Lochcarron, have addressed a circalar to the

ighland railway sharcholders regardiog the Sabbah dese-
cration at Strome-ferry.

THE Rev. Jas. White was recently instalied minister of
Stonebndge, Monaghean, in succession to his father, who
presided over the congrepation for ffty-fonr years. The
church was founded aearly 200 years ago by Patrick Dualop,
from Kirkcowan, Scotland.

MR, JusTiCE WILLS, recently appointed to the Qneen's
Bench in England, is a well known mountaineer, and pos-
sesses in Switzerland the reputation, owned by few, cven of
the best chimbers, of being able to ascend =20y mouataia
without the assistance of a guide.

THE Société de Luc is to be establised by artists and ama-
teurs in Paris next {all, to protect buyers, free of cozt, from
spurious pictures, The expert bureau will give infarmation
and certificates of the value and avthenticity of the paintings
of French contemporary painters.

A FAREWELL mecting with Rev. J. Grierson Scott was
held recently ia the hall of Reafield-street Church, Glasgow.
His congregation presented him with $2,400 as a parting
testimonial, and the amount is to be made up to $3,500.
Mr. Scott is going to South Africa for the benefit of his
hezlth,

I~ addition to vartous bequests to local charities in Bel-
fast, the late Rev. Jobo Macnaughtan has left $500 to the
Buchanau fond of the Free High Church, Paisley ; $500 each
to the Aftican and Iadiap mussions of the Free Chorch of
Scotland, and $750 to the Chinz missions of the Enplish
Presbytenan Church,

THE clergymen of the Established Church in England are
using every device to ipcrease their covgregations, reduced
to 2 minimum during the summer. Amobg other means
they bave latterly been in the habit of employing is that of
displaying conspic.ous posters, giving the subjects of their
ssrmons, said subjects being usually of a seasational nature.

AN elder in Cumhernauld congregation having passed the
cup and refused to dispense the wine at the communion, &
refercnce was wade to the presbytery by the sessisn asking
whetber such condact was * constitutional or segular,” The
presbytery held it to be ** irregulas,” *nd instructed the ses-
s100 to make such arraogements &5 will prevent a repetition
of it.

EpINBURGH Free Prcsbytcrz has petitioned patliament
1n favour of the restoration of the clause in the police bill
dealing with the openiog of shops on Sundays. Mir. Mac.-
phail, of Pilng, s~id their action should bz directed to infin-
coang the people to send to the House of Commots men
who feared God and had regard for the true social welfare
of the commanity.




