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A VENDETITA.
How it began, who began it, when the first note of battle
was sounded, what were the scene, place, and occasion

of the first exchange of hosilites, remains to this day a
mystery. Some are inclined to think that atacertain dinaer-
party, ¥rs. Highty, whc belongs to a motoriously short-
sighted family, trod unwittingly and unwarily on Mrs,
T‘i}zhty's loag velvettrain asthe latter lady wasbeing conducted
before her into the dinipg-room. But this theory would
make the Highty faction decidedly the first sggressos,
Now it is well known and even written in the chronicles of
the Highty family—t7de & loog letter in the possession of
the present cowpiler of this veracious histosy—that up to
and even beyond the period of the Iamentable accident be-
fore meotioned, and ror which Mrs. Highty declares she
made ample apology, the Hightys and Tightys were the
closest of fricnds, Therefore lﬁc njory to the velvet train
may be dismissed as irrelevant to the present inquir,

But that a screw was loose somewhere between these two
highly respected and hitherto ubited families was soon ap-
parent to the most unobservant member of our Blankshire
society. It may be necessary hete to mention that Mrs.
Tighty, being the daughter of a viscount, wax naturally the
guiding star of our dioner-parties, unless it chanced that a
meteor i the person of an acloal peeress eailed for a briet

ace across our firmament, or, as once happened, that a

on appeared to contest the claim to precedence of the Hon,
The perplexity and embarrassment into which we were all
thrown by this last oomPlicnlon I shall never forget. We
koew the touchiness of the ras/ foreigo aristocracy when
therg was any danger of there being confounded with the
tham counts and countesses whom we would have repudiated
as haughtily as themselves. But though there wad nodoubt
zbout our having now to deal with a genuine article, there
was 1o end of doubt as to its claims to rival in pedigree our
owp indigenous production. Under these puzzling circum-
stances we were cverlastingly gratefal to Mrs. Tighty for
the gracelul maoner in which she at once abdicated in favour
of the stranger, remarking that the L.ws of hospitality must
always supercede those of ctiquette.  This observation, es.
pecially as our German guest did not hear, or atleast did oot
understand it, immediately telicved us from our dilemms,
and also considerably increased Mrs. Tighty's popularity.

For we al! liked he: much better than we liked Mrs,
Kighty, who, as a baronet's davghter, and holdiog second,
though ouly second rank in our society, was a much more
sulphurons element in the compositon of our dinner-parties.
Mrs. Tighz's place was known and essured, slways except-
{ng under the before-mentioned curcumstances, which did not
often occur , basides, whea they did ocent, she had only to
be token down one peg lowes, and ail was nght.  But Mrs,

‘Highty was always getting in the way. If we asked ber to
dinner, we must a sure that there was somebody to hand
her, vot inferior, ot not mend inferiul, b snseyacnce to the

nage whose right it was to eacoit Mrs, Tighty. o the
graving-xoom thete wust be a sort of :hrone or seat, just
belf a step lower, as it wers, ready for Mus. Highty to sink
into #t the same moment that Mrs, Tighty took the chais of
state reserved for ber on the otherside of the Sreplace. The
anxious hostess or her daughter had to be on the watch that
cofiee was handed to Mrs Highty before any one of lowwer
rank got 8 chance of it  The Highty and Tighty carnrlages
t st he aonnounced 23 vearly as ihle at the game mo
weot ; acd io withing ber guests Grew~ll, *he hos'ess most
be careful to measure out ber gratitude for the favour conferred
by their visit in nicely balanced proportion. In fact she
had not a moment's pexce unti) they were both safely out of
the honse.

1t will be readily understood, therefore, that when it be-

to be seen that the two ladies declined to meet one an-
ol'ier. the relief was immense.  Formerly it was thought to
be a necessary compliment to ask the other to bear ber com-
pany. znd hepce all the tribolation which T have been
describimp.  Now we were free f{rom this obligatien,
and muégt eat our dinrers and pass our evenings ip com-

fort.

Alas how shost-lived was our joy ! In the finst place, we
so0n found that now we mast pive two partiesin place of
ote. 1f Mrs. Highty was atked to dinper this week, hes
rival must be invited the pext, and, which was stll wore
troublesome, repasts of equal splendour and guests of eqanl
distinction must be provided ‘or both entertzinments. Fo:
though the two ladies might pass exch other when they did
chaace to meet wath so slight 2 mutea! rccoguition as might
be supposed to deootc the utmost indifference to each
other's cxistence, we knew very well from avthentic sources
of intcligever, that each was devoured by o jealows cur
ozity to hear the smaliest details of the party piven io honour
of the other.  And as it was next to im ible that both

ics should be precisely elike in their histories 2nd com-

tion, we were constantly piving offence. The plat, in
201, was thickesung, though act ozce of us could have told
what was the thread of the story io which, &3 io 3 Iabyrinth
of cross s23, We Were becoming iovolved, sod a feud
which threatezed to undermin? the whole fabnce of our so-
cicty was iowly but surely sprezding.  For I ueed hardly
point out tkat, whereas we bad 2t one tizme Isboricusly bat
pot unscecessiully tried to be logzl to & joint moanrchy, we
now maturally took part with obe or the otker sovervign, The
people iovited to weet M Tighty were very apt to thiok
their barquet was less sumptuous thap thar gives a few days
before to the hostile factico of Highty And thas thin
west on until there was hardly  house tn our part of the
couaty in which the old plessant relations had not been
eltered, and ioto which covy. malice, and wrchasitableness
tzd not fourd their way.

Matters were o thix condition whea @ modest little villa
ip cur ndghbourbood. which was wsuslly let to cammer
odgers, was taken by a lady of whom ncthing more was
known than thst her name was Mrs. Smith. Soop, hew-
evcr, ous igooranc? was dispelled. At st poze of uws bad

thought of even calling on her.  But a cert in old Iady who,
if she had not been too old and infirm to go out visiting,
wonld rightly bave taken precederc even of the Hon, dfrs,
Tighty, and who sometimes saw company at home, invited
us all to a great luncheon party, at which, to our amaze.
ment and cven consternation, we beheld a modett.looking,
shabbily-diessed little woman, banded to the luncheon-table
by our hostess herself. This was her way of indicating the
personage whom shie considered of most consequence
amopgst her guests 3 and so well versed was she koown to
be to the laws of ctiquette, that her preference of any ono
to such an honour wes always accepted as a sort of sucial
diploma or rank, And on this occasion, who should the
upstart be before whom even Afesdames Highty nnd Tighty
had 10 wveil thelr haughty crests, bat this most tosignificant
and unkoowa Mrs, Smith!

We were all stupified.  \Was the stranger a duchess or
princess in dlsguise, or—could our benevolent but slightly
eccentric hostess design to teach us all 2 lesson on vanity cf
human greatness? If 80, she had woefully mistaken her
women. Already Mrs. Highty's brow was black, and even
the less combustible M. Tighty was beginning to swell
with injured dignity. We onlookers were nethaps inclined,
after the first shock, to enjoy the joke ; but we all felt sony
for poor Mrs. Smith, on whox had been throst this perilous
distinction. If the idea of calling on the solitary denizen
of Ivy Cottege had bzen about to suggest itsell to any ooe,
secing that Lady——nbad already taken compassion on her,
it must now be completely abandoned. We had enough to
do with our two iactions.  Which of us would venture to
tackle this third bone of conteation? As for Lady —'s
upaccountable caprice, we could only ascribe it to the weak-
ness of advancing sge. |

Bat we were wrong. The old lady knew what she was
about, and guessed, moreover, what weas in our minds.
When juncheon was over, but before we rose {rom table,
she claimed silence, sud announced that she was poing to
propose a toast, We were accnstomed to her kindly, old-
{ashioned ways, but we now felt that sometbing more was
coming than the usual health to absent friends, or mention
of the brave son 10 India, of whose glonies we were scarcely
less proud than bis fond old mother. We bad seen some
whispering between her and her unknown guest, and some
putting aside, as it seemed, on Lady ——'s part of sp argu-
ment of remonstrance from Mrs. Smith. ** Nonsense, non-
sense, my dear,” she was heard to say, **1 want everybody
to koow." Then she took her glass in hand and spoke :

“ My good friends, you know you nevér leave my table
witkout ﬁmdly joining bis old mother i wishing health to
my dear son, who is till for away from us. But to-day [
want you to drink health—~even Lefore we speak of John
—to Major Smith, the bhusband of this lady whom I've
pow the pleasure of introducing to you. Aund I'm sure
you'lt do 20 heartily whep 1 tell you that he's the Major
Smith who distinguished himself so at the battle of —
and he's the man who saved my boy's life, and who got
the Victona cress; and he's been made a C.B.—and kel
be a K.C.B., 1 haven't a doubt, if ——" but ker words
were drowned 1o atempest of applause. To be sure, we
bzd all heard of the brave Major dSmitb, and we were all des
Iighted 10 drink his health and see hus wife.  And after this
there conld be no doubt about our calling on her und ask-
iag her to our parties and everything.

'his was sll very well, and through the following week
cartizpes and cards poured down on lvy Cottage. Bat
human oatare eraias haman pature, and eliquette remains
ctiguette, znd precedecce 1sa prize not to be rehioquished.
S, cvnid o be eapecied thae Mas. Tighiy, oot to speak of
Mis. Iighiy, consd mztasy tesiga e auponrs bithesto heid
80 umill;pmcdly — gxcept between themselves—withont a

e

1 pced potl say with what uniiing zeal we discassed the
question amongst ourselves 2s to whethes a C.B. s wife onght
ot ought rot to walk before a basunei's o & peer s daoghters
“* Peeiages " are expeasive books, as everybody knows, and
none of us were very nch.  But to my cantain knowledge
there was o sedden importation of red books into the couniry;
and thoss whe had none, and grodged buﬁﬁx‘hcm. made
long pilgrimeges, 83 in olden times, to some shiine where a
sight might be procared of the sacred volume. Yet even
then we were tot geite bappy. The V.C. complicated the
woatter.  Also, did not the service done to Lady ——"s gal.
lant son, our own coanty heto, incresse the weight of our
responnbibniess  We thonght and taiked, we studied tables
of precedence, we wrote to the Quarmn, getting back snubbing
aoswers for our pains, and bang dreadfully afraid Jest our
friends should pierce the mystery of our pscudonym, and
lzcgh at us for doing what they were peshaps gomg o do
themselves.  We tried to invent aew ways of payiog due
revereace to our three luminaries, and keepiog them trom
fallipg foul of cach other and producing gencral ch2os. And
in the mudst of allthis cummotion we heasd that Mes. Highey
and M. Tighty had been reconciled to each other, and
were making common canst against the wtcder on thes
rights. This, =t least, was oac good thing, even though it
did ot help us much in our dificalties.

As for drs. Swmith, the stemed ely indifferent to
the bonoars thrust vpor her. This was a little cxasperating,
considering the tronble she was giving vs.  Obp the whole,
we did po! care muck for her, though she was inoficnsive

b, It was inconvenient, tqmt_o be obliged often to in-
clade her little gisl in our invitations, M3 Swmith would
got come either to lancheoa o3 garden withoat buoge
iog bes litle dasghicz. Sheexcased on the ground that

.che had po ammc ot governess with whom to scave the

<hild, who way, I must also say, & well-behaved, good Inue
thing, casily amased, acd ecily happy if allowed to sit
quetly by her mother’s knee.  The two were devoled to
cach other, &nd if se thougdt Mrs. Smith mther stupid and
common-place, e could not but commend bet training of
ber child.  After scmic Jitte time the ferment of our bosp.
telity subulded, much, 1 think, to Mrs. Smith's elief. She
was allowed to remsdn quietly with litde Besle & Ivy Cot-
tage, and make herself happy with the chlld In bt o¥ro way.
Tgcn gi oo third netilsalisiog clement inferposed between
the swe previously contending fuices, we began to be afrmd

of a resumption of bostilitles, But Mrs, ngbtg and Mis.
Tighty had been driven into each othes’s armo by steess of
advaee circumsts ces, and could not alf at onceretreat from
the friendship v' ich had been re-establishied with so ¥huch
l&mnnt cordiatit But our experlenced eyes could see
that each lady had her high horse standiop omiously near,
and was prepared on the amallest pravocation t¢ mount that
warlike steed ; and we felt that, after all, the termination ot
such a hollow truce must soon be looked for.

Suddenly on¢ day & rumour spread amongat us. It was
8rs. Highty who brought me the first news. Mrs. Tighty
was sittiog with me at the t{me, and I remember that my
first feeling when my vew visitor was shown in was dismay
at the impossibility of providing lier with a comfostable
chair unless Mrs, Tighty vacated the one which, with some
trouble, I had provided for her, for T was about ta change
my house, and my rooms were beibg dismantled of furni-
ture. And as the Highty cquipage dr~w up at my doer, I
had seen Mrs. Tighty settle herself still more stifily and
squarely in her armchalz, What was Itodo?

But before I hed time to stammer out the apology I had
been hastily divistog, Mis. Highty sat down on a three-
legred stool that somebody had brought from the kitchen.
* Oh,” she exclaimed, *‘what do you think! Poor dear
little Bessie Smith has taken dipbtheria. She’s very il,
and her poor mother is helpless with terror,  I've just been
at Ivy Cottage and seen her. She's absolutely stupefied,
She says the child never had a day’s iliness before.  1've of-
fered to pet a nurse for her, for I believe Mrs. Smith is 0o
bewildered to know what she’s doing.*

It was too tiue. Soon w< beard that the child was sink
ing. There was no want of help, if human help could have
saved her.  The mother could arly ait by her as if ber mute
agony of clinging love could bafile the fate that was to sepa-
nte them. But doctor, ourse, and pitying friends were all
at band, and everything that could be done wa. done—in
vain.

Doring these brief baut most sorruwfal three days,
there was scarcely an novr of the day during which one or
other of ts was not at Ivy Cottage. It wasabsolutely neces-
sary that some one should teke chargs, not only of the sick-
room, but of the missrable, paralyzed mother. We reliaved
one apother.  Mrs. Highty and Mrs. Tighty took their torns
of watching and attendance, and sh:rcg with one another
the duty of providing the proper stimulants and nourishment
which Mrs, Smith was unab‘l)e to think of. And as they
had been foremost in efforts to save ber, they stood peatest
onevanothcr when we followed little Bessie to ber quiet
gmave..

Mrs Smith rejoined her husband in India, Thero was
rejoicing amongst us last year when we heard that another
daughter had been sent to comfort them.  Mrs. Highty and
Mis. Tighty are the two godmotkers.

1 do oot say that between thes, ladies there never arises
a shade of spimosity whizh reminds one of the old vendetta.
Bat they are good chorchwomen, boh ; and as every Sua-
day they walk up the churchbyard path and pass the litile
grave on which each to ofter places fresh memorial flywers,
the sight of it must, T think, belp them tc begin another
week at least in mutual charity and good-will. " -

Woes it for this that the child came amongst us >

THE HIGHEST RANK.

If formesly it was cnough 10 be in souety, 1t 13 now pot
enough.  To be in society means nothing 1t therebe s hugh.
cat rank in sociely. There Is, ther, stz ai, a cicam ot the
creaw, 3 Gper bloom, a highes begh, To w2 pan of tus
can no?w alone satisfy. ﬁut how is the altitade to be

**Ah: who can tell how hard 1t 13 to ctsmb 2

The quabifications for the highest rank are. however,
reedily described.  Iptelligence, refinement, penerous sym-
pathy, wicliectual {reedom, nrbanity, tact, and geod nature
zre all of course indispensable.  Affectation, vulgarity,

orance, ostentation, selfishpess, and boorishpers are

early incompatsble with attainment of tke highest rask of
society people.  Wit, culvatuos, timnﬁdtg. and nobility of
feeling—thess 3. jorsede money 2s a qualification. Money,
indeed, merely supplies the setting for the actual gualitics.
In the highest rank of society people of course you study at
ease and in full play the qualitics that bave made the coun.
try, and furnih the bright promise of its fature. Whoeser
was sdwmitted to the charmed circle, which was dezeribed so
glowinply, beheld, of course, the best of the chief city in
the couptry.

It was always so.  The sturdy virtues that agserted and
maintainzd English liberty were found—twere they not 2—at
the court of the Stuartg. The genius of zocial propress and
of {political reform in Frante dwelt—did it aot>--ip the

ace of the royal Bourbons. Was it pot at Verssilles and
ampion Coart that the higbest rank of societ ople was
found? Was it not, therclore, io the circle of the Eilde-
Beaf, atd in the pretty pastorals of the Lot Tricron, that
the spirit of humanity and gensrous sympsthy were eo-
shrined? The bigbest ok of society people must be—
man {1 oot 2—~the clzss which i3 most traly mindfol of the
welfare of society, whose example 13 that of pare 2nd honest
living tmodeornte, gentle, wholesome.

For what kind of society must that be in which coroneted
profligacy. or rich wnlparity, or courreous <elfishness and
:ycop%zncy and morsl rowardice Ggure s ths biphest rank ?
\When this 1s the apex, what must the bhase tn§ srecture
be? WWhep o horse is ennl, when 8 clows is kiog, what
must the people be?  Or was there some wistake alg!inmp-
ton Court end Versailles? Was that | rfumed and glitter-
frg crowd i wolvet and silk snd laee snd Sowing perwig
not tli¢ highest ok of society people, aler 2ll, ip oo

nins zepse, bat only the-tichest and most consplcnous

7, if the words must be accepted- a3 strictly descriptive of
the fact, {f the hard-hesrted, pelfish, dimolate, corrupt
throog at coutt, whether we like (t or tot, the "bighest rack
of socicty people, Wil not $hat class the most contebptible
fu the Xinpdom d—Edifpr's Bary CRasr, iss Horpar's I’a‘;w.
&ae for LT3,
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