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O~UR leonTRIBUTORte
SA RRA) TUI DESE CR4 TION.

MR. EfltTOR,-Permit nie ta iollaw up the rerarks
whicb 1 made upon ibis subjeci lasi week, with a few
wards more upan the constquences thai are lhlrely tn
failaw upan this systemnatc and bold desecratian of
the Sabbth, especially by aur present rullwiy corpora.
tions. Let no one suppare that the ditiregard ai the
Lad's d.ry wlll stop ai lis prescrit poin,., il no attempt
lit made ta put an end tn, it alîc'gether. Tht experi.
ence and hisiary af aIl the continental counitries of
Europe and of tht United States clearly show that
tht tendency ai this cvilisl ta spread until oniy the
semblance ci a day ai reis IsIi t. WVhy shoutd flot
large manufacturier;i cstabllshments do wark alço on
Sundays, if rallways may do It, at finit under the pres.
sure of a pusb ai woik, then as a m.tr of course?
And why should flot aur daiiy pipers ho Issueil on
Sunday as weil as ather days? P hy should nat the
(aimer, In sprlng nnd harvesi a: teat, waîk seven days
la the week ? Warkingrnen cf ail klnds shouid es-
pechaily watclt and takt a stand againstibis growing
danger, if îhey wish ta preserve for themscives a day
ai quiet test and for worsbip. Il the amount ai wark
dont on the Sabbath li increased, pleasute-serking
wiIl alto moit certainly be increased, and tht facilithes
for ob.aintng it wiIl bc supplied, and thus a hast ai
temptatians and d-fliculties ha thrawn arouind and ln
the way af the yaung growing up, whict' -- ust belp to
perpetuate and cxtend tht cvii. rThis is nu mere fancy-
sketch, corjurcd up by pre judice or morbîd fear, but
what cari bc abundantiy established by tht htstary ai
Satbb.ith desecration, ta other courties. If as need.
lest ta point out how viîally and deîramentatly ibis
musi soan affect tht religiaus hic ai the wbole nation.

Il ibis take place, as it must, tben tht Most ta-
juniaus consequences will folluw ta ardinary maraisy
ta business, ta aur recreatians, and tht orderly and
law.abiding characrer af the body ai the people. Let
met qqate f rant an article in tht IlCatiotc Presby-
triant" aiready reterred ta: '«IBut the Sunday question
is tint Coty a question ai religion, it is Bisa and
Most particularly oetai public morality; and those are
wrang wbo, declaît tht prasperity of maraIs ta, bot in.
etependent ai tht fourth cammandaient. Let people
le~ occupied with worldly care and labours every day
a&.ke, warhout bavang cay flxed tame es test; Ict thera
become alieaated front regular public wcrshtp, at
wbich thear manda are agaîn and again led iat ibat
eteroal fruthi wbîch combines religion and moratity,
and cani alone lay the fouadaîjon af bath an maa's
sout; let tbemn alsa give up private intercourse with
Hant who is the centre ai the Gospel, aad yau wîll
soon, experience what yau perbaps dad nat expeci,
thai their minds wail bc emplied of bath gadines and
conscttnraausness, and -bus tht souls af mcn will
become like a dev;tàtatcd field, which has been
neither culîivated flot received taia aad suashiat la
dut seasea. 'IMere you wil sc tank weeds af every
ktad growing up froca tht neglected soit an appahllang
luxuriance-the thoras ai dark and cruti de3ires, and
tht thistles af envy, batrcd and malice, wath every
kand ai evîl passian dcstroying souls and dcvasîaîirg
humait saciety. Indeed, tht expentence we have had
ia Germany proves most evideatly that religion, and an
connectiani with if rorality, really di:pends upon tht
due observance cf tht Sibbath.-"

If tht faundations ho destroyed, fear may well ho
feir for the lengtba ta, whicb imaorality wîUl go. Nat
anly will noble airas and hîgh aspirations ai every
kiad becorne fargattea or despised thangs, but license,
a craving for and tiating ln vicious indulgence, and
general lawleusne!: will prevati. Tht evidence af ail
this May ho scen la the bistary af the past, and what
is taking place befote aur eycs, if nor yet unmnistak-
ably at home, ai ltast flot very fair abroad. "lAil
these moral corruptions which have penetrated the
body af aur peopli," says tht writer already quoted,
4
4 have theit origan in the irreligiaus principler, wbîcli
have been alawcd ta take possession ai tht minds ai
the people ; and we cannai daubi ihai the neglect ci
the fourth comnmanaient bas in a great measure heen
tho cams ai ibis." Experience anad histery attcst what
wevwotld expect ta, fiod in the nature oi thangs, that
the Maintenance af religion and of ifs salulary power
in the commuarty, and af tht bonds of ordinary mer-
aiîy are înseparately baund up witb the iaithfral ah.
servance of tht fouaril commandaient. Tue canse-

quences are sufficlentty seriaus ta alarta net MereiY
the pioftssing Christian, but they may weil auwaken
the anxiety and concern of everY gond citizen and
wei.wisher ai tht country. Haw can tie expeci tn,
escape the evil resuits so numerous and sa greai which
have fallta upon other nations who have ioliowed ta
lis end the course ai Sabbaîli desecration we are as i
people camparatively yet but entering upon ? If wo
wlil but hancsîly and canly lok ai these resuits,we will
tee thi t they are fraught with so rnany and sucb great
petits ta the nation la every way, as Miay wei awaken
ail wbo are concerned for lis true well.being oui of
thelr apathy, and lnduce thein ta put forft evry pas.
sible effort In every legiairnate way ta ai once counter.
aci ta lame extent, and ai length eradicate eniireiy,
wbat ibrieatens ta ms.e and overclaud the fait prospects
ai aur rising Dominion. W. D. IIALLANTryN4L

F'e'môroke, Frbtuary it, ISSj.

11OiE il ISSIONS IN NUS'OA A ND
PARRYS301kV!.

MR EfI)TOli,- -During the lasi year I have frtquentiy
purposed gaving yaur readers an account ai tht duies,
bardships, and jnys ai Home Mission wark In these
reginvii. litre you may ask, IlWho blndered yeu ?
Tur, PnKsnvrîRîAN as alwayS glti ta pubtish
accouais of Home Mission wark." Knowing ihat
this lu truc, I makt no excuse for tht delay, but wbat.
ever tht bindrance hîtherto, 1 witI, with yaur permis.
si an, now lay belote yaur readers sanie facis, gaîhered
in an experteace ai aver two yeams I pray fint Gid
may bleus ibis narrative for good, and ihat if may
come under the eye aI some "lwhose beari tht Lord
bas touched," be the antans ai stirràrîg up the gi that
is an ibeni, s0 that wben tht cry for more tabourets
iu agatn beard they mfry exclaini, lake the praphet uf
aId,"I Here arn 1; sendi me."

Aihough blu>ktla and Party Sounsd are mruch
nearer home than Manitoha and the Gçcaî North.
WVest, I do net tbank the inembers cf aur Churcb
know hait as much about thcmi as îhey do about thai
great lune land. Brandon lu beiter known than
Bracebridge ; tht Partage than Huntsville ; Regina,
îbaugh onty a few mnîhu setiled, than N'ipissing, a
place setîled aver twelve years aad only thre days
distant fromn Taranto in summer and faur la wînter.

To abtain an intelligent vicw cf tht etlent ai these
districts, draw a parallelograai, tht sides 12o miles
and tht base sevenly-flvr- Scattered aver the ariea
contained witbin these lînes are lame forty-five
prearhang stations, and a population ai 30.000 seuls,
27000 settlers, and ai lexst 300w lurn'jeimen and
railway tabourets, working la tht woods and on the
C. P. Riilway an the rîortbern short ai Lake Nipis.
sing. Ouir Churcb bas aaly two settled charges ln
ibis large fleld-viz.: Gravenhursi and Bracebridge.
Wben tht student misstaaaries vexe vithdrawn in
Sepiember lasi I believe 1 was tht only Preabyterian
missionary ieft norîb af Bracebridge during the
months ai Octaber aad Navember. Since ibat finit
Rev. J. Jamieson, ordained missionary, bas been
siationed at Maganeiawan, and a ciitechi3t missionary
in tht Emadale field. Tht Ptsbyiery oi Barrie have
used every effort ta abtain supply, but tht mea art flot
fartbcoming.

Tht Rau'. A. Findlay retired fram the office ar
Superintendent wben lie was scttIed, last ycar over tht
Bracebridge cangregation. His lous ta tbis mission
field was greai. Always punctual ta bis appoint-
menîs, hoe was perfectly conscientious in the discharge
ai bis duttes.

Exception May ho taken ta my use of the word
caascientîoua ..,îth regard ta mission wot1k; but thtet
are two kinds ai conscientieus dîschargt ai duty
known inbluskoka. Let me illustrateibis. A minister
or nissionary bas two appaintrnenis; an tht Sabbaîh.
They are wîuaied perbaps ten or zwelve miles distant
fram, each ather, or they may ho separated by a laire.
A sierra cornes an, ot it May have taged ail morniag,
and ai tez tht service there is no siga ai abattaient.
One man la peufetly consclotis fliat ho cannat reath
the other station, anrd that tht people wîUl fot capetr
bint in such a starm; and alsa, ihat no ane wouid
thiak cf coming oui ta the service in a day like tbat.
Tht other man is cansciaus af the discorniort and
perhaps; danger of the raad, but he lu conscious aisa
thai no co shtll ho disappointed if if be passible for
bim ta gel tbrough, so, ho tries ta get through, and
maatly always succeeds. Naw, bath mca niay lie
canscientiaus, but the laat as tht man for Muskoka,

and the other lu not, To cross a laite durling a storm
of wlnd in a birch bmik canon requires nerve, and, let
me add, a g~ond dent of practdce. WVo could ail
depend on Mr. F<ndiay's appearanct If an appoint.
ment hi%,! been miade. Evcry mnan who bas labourcd
In ihis mission ha% not the sme record. May the

jMaster pravide anather man for th's wotk, whose
sense cf duty will ennble hitr ta face dficulties and
surmounit obstacles and hardships of storm andl travel
without flinchlvig. 1 trust 1 will hoe exrused for hint.
lng finat the mari appointed ta the r <lice et Superin.
tendent aught ta be a mian In the epj,3yrent ofiperiect
physical health, in the prime af hier and atif the better
If hoe is a bachelor, and likely ta remnain, one. A
rnarried minister wiîh a farnily ta educate would, for
very abvious reasonat, riot bc so ikely ta remain, In the
woik, 'hawtver well hoe rnght befitted for If. Changes
are generaily a hindrance ; If requites tinie ta grasp
the tequirements of the work, and the best way ta
carry them oUL.

The reports front Home Missions that 1 have seen
publisbed during the past year have generally, 1 think,
descaibed thern vaprapering or asucces. Now ibis
seemu curioui ta me, and hi docs flot corrcspond
withmny own experienq,.. 1 knoir ai missions flhat are
nlot s0 prasperaus ta day as thev wcre two years ago.
The chi teasaon for this k9, no daubt, the lack ai men
but thint is flot alays the reasan. Rase-coloured
reports are a wcakness ta any cause. If rnay ho a
harmiess weaicrass, but is a weakness, nevertheiess.
As 1 wish ait yaur -cadets ta perusé this palier, and
those that may foilow, ia which 1 will guide themn over
a new field ai labour and describe siy first visit ta, the
tour difféenit staltions5 caxpasing that field. Ir is
passible some af them rnay wish ta know samethirîg
uf the age and appearance ai iheir guide. Fity years
have passed over rny head, stili 1 arn hale and bearty.
ai eubutantiai appearance ; I turn the scaies ai 196
pounds ; but, for ail that, 1 amn able, when necesuity or
duty req tiree; ta walk rny twerary miles and flot bc
completely knacked up ai the end af the j -urney. 1
do not say 1 like such long walks, or that 1 take miny
oi thcm, but when necessary, as it alta is, 1 can make
themn without a grumble, thanking G id flint He bas
given me heaith and strength ta go forward wiîb, tht
work it bas pleascd Him ta permit me ta do in this
part ai His great harvesi fild.

At the last half-ycatly terra I rectived instructions
from the Presbyte: y of B trrie to leave my aid field at
Emsdale and proceed narih ta the Commanda and
Nipissitig fields for the winter, and on the second day
ai Navember fast J sîarted ta carry oui these instruc-
tions.

After doing justice ta a breakfzst af venison and
potatots, twa praducts for which Muskoka takes first
rank, 1 tuckcd my trousers into rny boot tops, hooked
my umbrella through the bandIts af my carpet sac k,
slung that over my shoulder, bade gond -bye to my oid
and valued friends; ai Katîrne, fifty miles nortb of
Bracebridge, who wished me God-speed in my new
field af labour, and tben rnarched ov(r a very muddy
road ta Butk's Falls, five miles distant, where J go:
on board the littie steamer IlPioneer,' which brought
me safély down the Maganetawan Rtver, twenty five
mile%. ta Maganttawan village. One word describes;
the journey down the river ; "dreary"is the ward-ew
clearings, a winding river, mosriy low, sedgy ba: ki,'
fint widen iat a smati lake as yau near the village.
My aid iricnd, Mr. Leonard, Methadisi missionary
stationed ai Ma.-anctawari, met me ai tht boat WVat
hitr 1 sojourned for the nigbt ai tht bouse af Mr.
liest, Crown Lands Agent, and one of the Most active
members ai the Presbyterian Church ia Maganctawin.
The impression made upon me by the aolpearance ai
the village was thisi It was more pitchlforked than
planned. Sorte think it picturesque Il that moianî
buildings scatîered in the mas: irregular maniner,
crooked streets with deep mud hales in places, thea t
deserves the îtlc.r If bas thce churches-Prebae.
rian, Methadisi, and Cburch af England. The lires.
bytenan church is a nice building ; the Methodist is
flot yet finished. Tiiere are twa god stores in the
village, and there ame alsa, two bencvalent institutions,
run urider the sbeltcring wing af the Trades'Benevolent
Association. Wec I ever ta attend a meeting of the
Trades' Benevalent Association I would lookc foi
Satan cither in thet chair or immediaîely bchind it
Next marning at balf airer seven J gai on boaud the
stage, and five hauts afterwards arrived at Mlecunom;ý
tw.lve miles narth. The road wan the worst 1 had
yct seen, evca in ii ukokýi. Mccunorna niay bc au


