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BIRTLE MISSION.

MR. EDITOR.,-Sillde coming here 1 have often
thouglit of sending you some brief accourt of matters
in Ibese parts, but 1 bave scarcely lime 10 attend 10
anytbing outside ny proper work, or even to overtake

.aht that. It may be easy enougis for ministers in the
east, wbo bave their comforîabte mnises, and their
attractive studies in îhem, with books and aIl the
tatest litenature to send the accourt of a vacation
or a trip to some place of popular res;ort, but
with the busy Missionary, struggling to overtake the
ever-ircreasing work of one of these vast fields in the
wesi, newspapen correspordence is a very different
thing. 1 purposed serding you some notes on the
Communion occasions wc had in the faIt, but lime
shîpped away. We had five of those happy seasons,
and we ait feltt that they were both pleising and pro.
fitable. Tears flled our eyes as we Ibouglit of other
days wher we went 10 tbe bouse of God, un company
with friends and dear ones in other provinces and~
othen lards. We did rot, however, bang our barp
on the willows, but sang the old songs of Zion a,
îhough rot in a strange land.

Il is sotemn 10 stand in the porch and try to lool
mbt the greal temple of the future, and feel that yo
are laying dowr the foundation of a series tbat prc
bably tbe trump of judgment atone will interrupt. W~
were privileged to hold the first Communion servic
bere ; possibly tbe ast ýwill rot be held uniltIl
Angel shahl have said "lTice shahl be no more
On those happy occasions we had also an opportuni
of marking the wonderft'l cemenîing power of ti
religion of the Lord Jesus Christ, and how stronî
Christians feel ai the table of the Lord that they2
bretlsren. We had some from neanly every Provir
of thse Dominion, and from countries beyond the se
but Ilonhy one family jr Christ."

However, what 1 intended claiming space for
your valuable paper was rot Ibis, but tbe incident
my ast ordinary trip around Ibis Mission filhd, as
this way the readers of TUE, PRESBYTERIAN will gi

better view of tbe work bere than tbey could gel fi
ary general statemenits.

Sabbath, the 201h ',of November, rose brighî
clear and cold on the litIle village of Birtle.
thermometer had already gone 30' below zero,
there was considerabte snow.) We bed servic
eever a.m. ir thse hall. It is acreditt10Birtlet 10

so good-looking a hall aI 50 early a period of itl
istence, but il is rot mucli to the praise of the tru
tisat il is generally so cheerless and uncomfori
Tbere was considerable dropping or tbis occasion
want a churcis aI this point badly. Service over,1
tened to leave Birtie. About tbree pari. 1 reache
bouseof Mr. W. Bartley, or the casi batik of the A
boire, where 1 have just taken up a rew appointi
ansd preacbed 10 a nice little company of settiers,Y
a brief while will, 1 think, add much t0oOur stren
this neighbourhood. After service 1 bad rot ti
~sit down, but bad to baster away to Fort Ellici
we approacli tbe rivers of Ibis country, travel be
exceedinigly dîfficuli. The smaller streams

.7 cal for themselves deep and atmost imp,
ravines tbnough the sides of thse targer valle,
getiing around îhem is far from pleasant. Fr(

- Bartley's 10 Fort Ellice by an air lire would nt
exceed îhree miles, but by the noad we have t<
anrd that of the worsl possible description, it fi

- six, and no place for a novice afîer dark. H
things wenî moderately welI, with an occasioi

-againsî a huge store as we slid dowr the east
the valley and along the flat ; rot so, howevi
thse ascent had to be made or the other sidei
Creek. Presertly ny horse went to bis kr
to prevent an advance backward over Il
alteady climbed, lie rolied over, smasbing oi
shahs of my homely jumnper. We do flot(
oven Ihirngs of Ibis kird ir ibis country. A s
bard, l-tht injuned membeis bounind ip, and
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of a river. It is more like the crooked wiriding street ments, and often more difficuit t0 tell where populatifl

of some ancient city ; stil the currents arc there, only will centre itseif. The growth of a year may leave i'

buried beneath the ice. I-ow like the great forces of entirely out of position.

good and evil that roll îbrough the world and influence Rossburn is a very promising seulement, and 1 ttil

the làf of men 1 Now they rage lîke the rolling of the happy to state that the Presbyterian Church bas the

troubled sea, then they settle down to the mildness and 1argect following by far. On Wednesday 1 had onlY

the calmness of a pool. and there is not a ripple 10 o fifteen miles to go, and as the trait was broken

disturb the quiet. StilI, however quiiet and however found it easy work. 1 called on several familles by

calm, like the river beneath the ice, there the currents the way, and arrived at iny destination about dalc.
certainly are. It was now dark, and 1 had to depend Here there is a good seulement, known as Oak Rivet

almost enîîrely on my patient, faithful horse. We north, and the abundant harvest has given the settlerg

crossed the river and reached the Fort at the top of considerable courage. The threshing machine has

the steep bank on the opposite side in due time. plied here, and 1 was pleased to hear the farmer 3t
Mr. and Mrs. McDonald, the host and hostess of whose place 1 sîaycd say that lie h-ad counted in sorti

Ellice, were both away on the occasion of this visit, a s ,5oo bushels of grain-not bad for the second year O
thing that had nlot bappened wiîh me before. The seulement. The Baptists are disputing the situati0
clerks, etc., in charge, h-,wever, kindly interested with us here, and 1 expect the nothing-but-dip cofl
themselves, and we had a gatbering at the boarding- troversy along soon. We hope to see a church erec'
bouse, wbere I preached. Fort Ellice is a Hudsons's tien soon at this point, though the people have mranIl
Bay trading post, and Mr. McDonald is its chief other engagements pressing upon them, as is alwaYîl

*factor' Here aIl travellers for the interior bhI. The the case in a new country.
*Cana.da Pacific Railway wilt no doubt change that, but On Friday I went fifteen miles farther cast. Re,

Y settiement, which bas not reached Ellice yet, will îurned te an appoinîrnent on Saturday. I preadb

1 more than compensate for the change. here once in three weeks-on Sabbath eleven a, '-t
îs The following Monday 1 remained at Ellice until nine miles farther south at three p.m. Here also thO
Ls tbree p.m., to repair the damages of the previous friends are arranging for building. 1 got to Shoal

day. I reached the house of Mr. E. Btigh in town- Lake seven miles f arther stili, aI seven p.m.
,k ship i8, range 28 west, for 'the night. Mr. Bligh 4 th December.-We occupy the boarding-housé
U and bis brother are gentlemen from Halifax, N.S., here at present, but hope to have a building of out1
o. and appear to be doing very well on their farm. own at no distant day. There are no tess than five
Je 1 intended getting to Shelt River on the following or six town plots at Shoal Lake, but we are waiîing
ce day. But il is not as we say always on these prairies. to sec where the town wilt be before we buitd. Mf,
he Tbirty miles in the face of that storm was not to be 'Young, of Toronto, has kindly offered us a lot an'
e.» thought of ; se there was notbing for it but go and $soe on bis place, and 1 expect we shall build there.
t Y sec settlers, and make the acquaintance of some fresh Severat parties to be seen on Monday ; Tuesday tO
lie arrivais. Wednesday was a little better, and 1 bas- Birtle;- Wednesday toeIieulah Doyle's settleme1ý

91Y îened away, knowing that the people would be looking fourteen miles soutb, or close by Solomnon's Indiani,
are for me aI Sheit River. 1 was pleased to flnd that Here 1 remained a day, held service, and returned to
ace three bouses had gone up since 1 had passed before. my home on Friday afternoon, tbe 7th Of Decembet.
as, On the occasion of my last trip I took dinner on the My letter is too long, 1 know ; stiti, I have taken yolI

green with the gopbers. On the banks of Silver Creek over my Mission about as hastily as possible. It
rin there is now a nice family, on whom 1 catted on my occupied nineteen days, and withouî allowing even fat
ýs f way Up. 1 could not, bowever, stay long, as I do not going fat off the main traits, it involved a journey 4~
sini like te gel benighted on these traits if I can belp il. 1 250 miles. The above repeated every îhree weeki
;t a reached the upper seuîlement about five p.m., arranged leaves tittle lime for other inaîters.
rom for service as I passed through, and stayed for the December j5, r88i. Wm. HODNETT.

night aI the house of Mr. Lowther. I passed Thurs -_________

and day visiting the various parts of that settlernent,CRRT IEN.W..
Tbe and on Friday passed over te Silver Creek, as 1 bad CRO IEN-.T

and te arrange for Sabbath services, as I am not able te MR. EDITOR,,-A brief account of a recent visil 10
ce at be there regularly on the Sabbath. We bave a very this detached setilement may hielp1t excite desif

bae excellent class of setlers at these two points, and to aid mission work in tbe far west. Though not iJO
:s ex- they appear te be getting on very lwell in tbeir new Prince Albert district ecctesiastically, it is suppose'1

isteCs homes. Services on Sabbatb, 27tb November-ShelI to be wiîhin ils'bounds. The South Saskatchewag
table. River eleven a.m., Silver Creek half-past-îhree p.m. intervenes. There was no ferry last summer withii1

iWe Most of the people betre are of our Church, and il is a severat days' journey. Neither marn nor horse ait
I bas- great pity Ibey cannol gel more fre quert services than experts in swimming. For months Ibis promisiIg
d the 1 can give tbe, living-if I may be said te live at any locahity was lefI deprived of the institutions Of tr'
ýssini_ special poinî-forty miles away. ligion. The bard frost bridging river and lake, maU,
mrent, 1 bad intended goirg a little fartber, but il was now ing marshes flrm as granite, made the jnurneJ
who in dark, and my horse was îired, having îravelted about possible in one day. The equipmenî was of the mol
gth in ioo miles, breaking roads ait the way. We were both, primitive kind- a sled flot ruch targer than
Âme 10 therefore, glad te put up for the niglit. Monday morning bard-sled; a bag of oats, which served also as
:e. As was mitd and enjcyable, but the traits were unbrokenr. seat ; another bag with provisions, camp kettle, aji
ccomes 1 coutd orly make a caît or îwo 10 sec a sick person a coul of rope, buffalo robes, and a horse inured t
s have in the neighbourhood. 1 had tbe no pleasing prospect north-wesî travel. The suit shone bright and fa
ýassable Of îwenty miles of unbroker road before me; stihi 1 bad on the landscape, whitened with snow, as the housts
,ys, and to go, as the people whom 1 had engaged te mecl stores ansd mitîs of Prince Albert disappeared U0C
om Mr. would be waiing. 1 arrived or the baniks of the view. The first part of the trait for flteen mites leai
ot mucli Bird Tait Creek in due time, held meeting, stayed for over a monotonous succession of bil, boltow a'
travel, the night with my kird friends, Mr. and Mrs. Wal- syuhtl h ot rnc srahd I b

ýs nearty dock, who have a neat, confortable little cottage corn- sda istbvetenutlBan up-îbereaking on lthe b

owever, manding a deliglilful view on the sunny side of the a precursor of building. At the crossing of theeri
nalt hud aboveramed river. There are but few seitters aI Ibis there is a Cree Reserve with ils mud.plaste,
t bank of point, but as there is a strong probability of a railway bouses, and an Episcopal Misinin wiîh ils churche
,e, wben crossing just bere the friends are very bopeful. On school. The reserve system dfesîlgroys aIt habit!
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