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IY WTLLIÂM IOSS81WALLAOU.

M3- darling, corneoit by me elosely. for 1
1Need the touch ot your hand and the light of YOUr

eye,
lVhîie together Our~ hearts sweet communinz wil

make.
As the glad waves tha.t mingle their Joy on a take."1

Se to'his betrothed one he whispered tbat night :
In the littie word , darling" what beauty and

might 1
I n aught other eau more 1»' a mortal bi found ?
It is Love'à sacred musi--the fragrance of Sound.

Nor atone f rom the wedded. or those to he wed,
lis that msc of 1 darling" delightfully shed:
D>arling father or mother, bow fondly il breathes 1
Dasrling brother or ister, what home mem'lry

wreathes 1

Darling friends-Yes, the Word is for thoso cherished
too,

And 1-tlimaTity's paths with Porne roqeS beeqtrew,
Which must make many otrug,ýioa in life seeem di-

vine.
That woulct otherwise offer but dark bewls of brine.

Darling child - 0, what tenderness swells in the
word.

Wheu jt je from the lips or the proud parent heard
And the parent, how steais Uîrough the heart and

the trame,
As froîn Ileaven itself, an angelican flarne 1

Ever le!!ccd Lecthe Word wittt itiq Eden of love!1
Eitar prophecy speak of the mansions above.
Where ne hatred to quenc.h it is evermore found,
But Affection float.i on such a fragrance of Sound 1
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CITAPTER VII.

IDARCY PLATS TUE AMBASýsADOt.

"lMadamne nover receives visiters," sald the
feotmnan, ctvilly but curtly. "lIt Is no use, sir,"l
ho added, Putlug bock fthe gold coin flarer
would have sllpp-ed loto lits palm. Ilît wouîli
bo mnore than iuy place is worth to let you in."y

IlYou are flot forbiciden «Le carry zMy card to
y-oîîr istreas, are you VI

i"&No, sir ; but It won't be offlo use, I'm sure.
I've liad double and treble that mueney offered to
meo, but I dursn't take It."1

I)arey fliised ailleit, tiien, on the back of oee
cf Lord Glenaughton's cards, hoienctteiled lits
own naine, and an urgent request for five
inuites' conversation witli Madamie Lestolle.

BIy tis time>, the quiet courtesy of bis fianner
had go, lmpressed the footnian, tliat, tlîîowing
open the door of a protty norntng-roomn, blin-
vited hlm te enter, and watt there whitle ho wouit
on lita rrand.

I)arey coiaplled, and aaunterlng to a wtndow
tîtat cotniinanded a Vtew of a amaîll but beauti-
fully arranged garden, lîad tood thero somne
littie tinte before a slight Sound warned Iiiia
tîtat licwa tot alone. Glancing qutekty round,
lie saw tîjat a yeung girl, Inlo cse fisusîtît
wraîîper cf piiik and whte, had risen fromn a desk
nît wiiteh i se iad beosi wrtting, and lu biushtng
llrrOstutoî was gllîuitng froni the door to ]lits
tall form nid back [1,1a111, as If miedltattng a
Iliglît, yet nfraid to attoînpt It. Darcy was lot
very ituplressýionabto, for lie lîad run the gaunt-
let (if briglît cyes at soveral Coiitenitt citiLes
m-itltout iiîdulging Ilii more titan n PaSsflng flirta-
tion. Tue queenly beauty cf Ida liaci dwett in
lits nieîiiory, andi made hlim n severe critte ; yet
ho nueîtally aekno(wledgod( that lie liad itovor,
ecîeîiîtered a iiiore cla iilttte creaturo
thinthie youug la ly ucu' bfore IMino. sIte as
bul0w tii ,Midlte butglllier figure w-as go
oxqliîsýtlely p.'cl>ortioîied tîtat 110 co tayed b
consitier wheiber site '.s shrlort or taîl. A r1kin
cf the îalest olive, îIpIs cf the doep sofi îîîsî
tîîît rirely seen lungl ,teetît a<lewli-st
irreguîti, 1)1t Ver'Y Whtte,nd oYes daik, brilht,
and slîaded by lashea thiat. rested on the ciieeks;,
110w peaeliy wttb cofuslon-atl tlîts lie saw Ilii
tîte cite 1071C, rapt glonce, for whtch the Dcxt
ntom'nýnt hl(, tainmnered an apoiogy.

]lofoi'e thte Vcing lady could utoake any reîîî)y
-if alto nedttated ono-titere wffl a ecra.qlet
lte wi tdow, fotlowed by the YehiP Of a dog. A
beautifut ittle ltaîttol, forbtdden admi-ssion te
the rociw, liad leaped lu at t.hé atalyri
sasît, but dislodged a ltcavy flO)Wervise flthtîe
atteynpt, w1h tllt witlî and Partly uponi t,

l)areY, -alwYs iomPasslonate, Ptckod up tîte,

"Tati xhust thtnk me very babylah," she fuI-
tered te Darcy, who bappened te leok up ut the
anme moment: "ibut Fido and Ilare old frtends,
and I haven'î mrncbte love besîdes my peta."

fil shonid think any lady very umfeeltug
whose heurt weunfot ho tonched by the suffer-
lug aud patience of tis animal," DarCY answer-
ed; Iltheugh l'il own I de't Ilike te see degs
parupered lute nuisances. Shah I1 lay my Pa-
ttent on thîs cushion ? A litile carefut nursing
la ail ho wiil requtre now."1

si1 am so manch obîîged te yon," sald Fido'a
mistresa, gratefully. ilWlîat should I bave doue
If ycu had flot been bere ?"

Thon, startlect loto remombrauce thtat the
cause of bis vljt was sit uuexplatued, ahe
moved tewards the bell, aaytng, witib anme om-
barrasment, 'il have dotained yoo uuwarranî-
abiy. De you wiab toe e Miss Hitl?"

11I am liore toe g afew minutes' conversa-
ttcu witb Madame Lesteile. My name la Les-
more," ho explalned; and the beantiful face
glowed ansd paled, the eyes hoe nover wearled of
admlriug glanced ai hlm sîsyly, and the rosy
meuth expanded Inte a sweet smtle, lu whlcb,
there waa evîdent recoguition.

siMr. Lesmere-the nephow of Lord Gien-
aughten-tise gentleman who traveled no mucb,
and wrote aucb lnteresting lbItera te the uews-
papers ? Ah, air, we have heard of yen ofien-
very ofien 1"

"il flatters me te fl9d myseif of s50 mucîs
consequence," ]larcy raplied gailautly. i"May
I beg your good offices wîth Madame Lesielle,
te obtain fer me Ibo Interview I eek? The
servant by whem I eut the message dees flot
returo."l

44Perhaps hie knows that hoe has Iîcorred bis
mlstress's anger by admitttng yeîî, sir," wam the
grave reply. "'An acireas, if she wouid avold
calumnny, musI deîsy berself tbe pheasureofo re-
cetvtug any but ber mcst lîttîmate fInonda."1

A sarcasticEamie flitted acrosa Darcy's lips.
Judglng by what hoe know 0f ber tnttmaey witb
hua cousin, Madame Lestelie was flot always ae
puctiltons.

fiMy errand la puroly a business eue. If yen
wtll kindty assure Madame orf Is, and that I
shallflot detaîn lhon one moment longer than
la absolutely necessary, I shaîl esteem h a
favor."i

Stuli the youug lady demîîrned.
"iLestello mtghi ask If titis la flot one 0f the

many pretexis made te gatis admittance o teier
prosence."1

Darcy shrugged bits sboulders Impattenîly.
"i wull apeediy undecelve her. I have net

the amahilesi ambition te ho ranked amengaittis
Iady's admirera."1

TIse flash that rose even te tbe brows 0f lus
fair cotalianlcu warued hlm ltatieh had said
too mucit.

"gParden me If I have seemed rade," hoe
added gontiy. 4"1I merety meaut te uîaply ltai
yen are luboring uîîder a greai mistake If yen
attach aîsy other motive te îny vlit titan I bave
aiready give oîtycîfor It."y

"iBut a iciter t" she mnrmured; diwould not
a lettor n ssvr aIl purpfess? Afier vhtat ycu
said jutat sow; Lestelie wonld aurely be Justiled
-pardonî me, ir, If I speak tee plaiy-jut(ied
lu refuîstng te sec yen."'

"citlat have I aaid Ihat bas led yen te Ibis
concînaîcu ?" Darcy demauded.

"lEtîcîglit tell0 me that yen are flot amoxîgst
those svho wislî hier well,"l was the reply, spoken
wl th sncb aorreovful earnestîîess, that lie basten-
Pd te ciTer sonme explanatton. Thse bitter
dissiain wiib wtîtich ho was fercesi te regard the
woman vhio hînsitnfatuaied Perey need net
exiend te the pretty frteud or relative wbo so
genercutsly defneuddlier.

"lMadautie e sielic and I are strasigers to each
chier. I ain lîcre setely te comînnîicate witb
ier on an alTir cf solie urgency. If you wiîî

kiîîdly uise yeiir Influence un my behalf, aîîd
prevai upoti lier te grant me ait audience, 1 abal
foot niinchi ebligesi."

ciBut If I1Itave no Influence with Lestelle ?
the Youîng lady akesi, deînunely, a tittie repres-
sed fini sp-arktitg lu lier eyca. 9"If abe bas se
cfteî round idne lier worst ceunscilor, Ihat aime
refusýes to liqsioeutot my premnptiligs V"

Ixsrcy lcok"d porplexed, ands, drawtng up lier
huitle figure wvitb a atateiy gesture, sbe asidesi,
44 1Will not attempi te niyslify yon any longer,
Mr.Lent; I ain theo batelle yon seek."

Ho was seunufelgnediy aurprisesi, that a Iow,
softIlaugli breke lremn ber lips. She had tee
keen a sentie of humor flot ICi Onjoy his per.
piexity.

di 1cai not liehp feeling curions te know what
sort cf iut ecoure Mfr. Lammere (lxpected te be-
held,"ase uncltly cibservesi. siPerbapsa a îvîîîg
ikeitess cf Mrs. Stddons., as Lady i&scbeth; or
Mjiss Pr(waessa, ln ber page's drema; or that

Young h-yafrieîtd, lu oldsiahppera andsi pilt
htes.",

Cent ainly, tlits simply-dressed, graceful girl
wvas se vastly unlike te the mentialPinr
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dame Lesteîîem personal charma thtere eau ho
but eue opinion,"y the gentleman cenrteoualy
responded.

Instead Of smlilng or blnshlng when she heard
tbis, Lestelte sighed, and raised lier eyes te
flarcy's wih a very grave, nad look lu them.

IlYon mean that I ara beautiful, that, as yel,
laIe heurs aud ronge have fleither destreyed my
complexion uer robbed me of my yontb; but I
have heard titese thiugm saisi titi the repetilion
disgusts me. Ne eue seema te comproltensi thai
I atiacb but lithoe value te the god looks, which
wun me rtiing but empty adulation."

Darcy lookedsi teadfastly ai the face Into
which the oxcitement of apeakîng hast brougbt
sncb deep tinta ansi varying expression. Ho waa
boglnîng te debate withtn btmself wbether
the frank, lm petueus toues were those 0f truth,
or only adoptesi for Lis espectai delectaton.

Ilflud Ih dtfllculite concelve how a young
lady eau have learueds oqutekiy te ho Indiffer-
ont ho the bemage she recelves."1

IfDo you really ? Ansi yeî 10 me Il le inox-
pI.ssibly aaddenlug te ho eblîged te know thai
1 am vaiued atmply for tbe amusement I aiford
my audience. I have net the gifi of Irague
Pewer. I cannot rense and sway ut wtll the
beal feelings of my audience. 1 ar n oly a
singer, wbose voice tbey wil applaum wbile It
rotalus its freabuesa. A severe Illess-a violent,
cold-and I lotie the ablliiy tb piease.- Thon
Wbat becomnes of tbe hemage yen apeoio?"

])arey grew lhougbtfîîl as hiîlstened.
IlAreu't you iakuutg rather a morbi vtew cfthe malter V" ho asked, ilIf yen posseas the gifi

of seng, there muai snrely bie mre satisfaction
te yonrsohf in exorctslng It."1

ilThere Is-there la 11" she answered, enthu-
siastlcally. diSemetumea I stng for myseif mere
than for my audience, and lese al tbought of
thelir praise or blame lu semne doudcous meledy!
Mn. Leamere,"1 she weni on, blushuîîg, and falter-
Ing, and chaspiug lber banda as Il entreatuug
some great laver, di1 shoulsi very muais lite te
slng te yon."1

Ho was unmtatakubly gratiflesi, fer, indepen-
dent of a naturai desire te bear the renowned

ongtress, hoe Inheritesi from bis meiber a doit-
cate sentie cf barmony whtch mnade bimn an np.
pI.ectating bearer.

"if 1hall ho deilghîted," lie satd, foliowinuglber
te tho piano, ai whtch she hastenesi te seat bier-
soif. A pile of music lay on a ])avenport etose
by, ands ae giancesi atI Irresolutely, tnnning
tewards bier cempanion the mexi moment le
aak, wiih a amile, diWbat shah it be V"

Ho named au aria lu an opera buifa which
was Ilion makîng a sensateon lu Parts; but Les-
telle ahook lher bead.

diItlelatoc flond, tee stagey t Let me siug
yen aomieihing impie-some olsi favorite, lu-
stead." Andi 'itîteut watting for a reply, she
began the alwaya beautîful air kuewn as
idGramaehînee Moliy."p

]Report had net done more Ihan justice te lte
voice of Lesteile. It. lissessosi ihat Sytupaîlsetie
chîarmn andi pnrity whticb ditinguîsbesi the aing-
Ing cf Jeîtny Linsi; andi Iarcy listened oet-1
Irancesi. Perey, ansi tie erransi that had broughlt
hlm 10o the lieuse of the actresa, wore awhile
forgotton ; yet the onîy wlichery she oxercised1
over hlm lunkesilntahîe mohlow toues warblIng1
so charmlugly the songaealto lovesi best. - One1
succeedesi auciher, titi an heur bcd passesi away,t
and stitt Lestolte sang on ; antd Dancy Lesinere
leanesi oa the pianto, sbading bis eyes with lits
hiani, bie tlieuglits carrted bock te earlîer days
by the Scotch ansi Inisb baitasis for wieh lie Ladi
atikesilier. Lestelie nover giancesitowvandlsn.1
Hadsisie dette ao, thse speil wcutd have beeti
broken. Hlmeasieence -Lis long breathof sain- -
gled pleasure aîîd polit wbenever she pauissos&
-tels iber Ilsat lie was a rapt becarer, andsialto1
was content.1

Ilen mucus longer hoe wonld have lingeresi and(
Ilsienesi, lta t ifipesslble te say, for the foimait(
came lu te einouiice Mn. Paulttn ; andibeatetiec,
the happy iglît fatusig eut of ber oyes, hastilyt
rose Irons the Iitdrument.

il" l the moaager cf the thicatre ai wbich I
axaengag,,edi," aisesaillua rýtpid whisper. fille
coînes te arrange with mna about my part ln ate

ien' opera, ansi I canel deiîy nyseif te hlm, foi'
hoe la bore by appoiniment."1

Darcy reddeties, ansi bit hles hp. What mcd-.1
neas hasi poasesses i hm te lolter hore until lteJ
opportuntty for apeaktng n'iih lien aloîse hasi
passed away? Hcw lnuimilaîing te flidbîself sae ductile lthe l banda of the sinon whom bie bailï
contemned Perey for levtng. Ansi tact, ansi mcci
aîînoytng considerailen cf ai, n'hat ahouutd lhotell Lord Glenaaiihtcn, whio muet, eveit theît, bLe
iînpaieutly awuutuîîg huan?

By tIs lime, Mn. hiaultoît was lu the reem,3
eyelng hlm fnom hteasi te féot, as If very much3
disposesi te nesentthle presetîco. The manageru
was a tait, portty man, Wiib enermous, n'eu.-
dyed n'htskers ans imoustàache, ands quhck, fieeyes, tîtat ainuck Dancy as stnaigeh-,y faînihia+
But bis futher senutiny cf Ibis mati was pro. z
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mroment's hesitation, Mr. Paulton smoothed his
brow, and came forward, amlliug, atnd boWlng
tcw to the perplexed gentleman.

"lhI seema unreasonable te expeet the Honor.
able Darcy Lesmere te remember such a hum-
ble personage as myseif. My owu memory,
however, vlvtdly recatîs the time when I had
the honor of betng usefultoehlm."

IlThe volce, the eyea, are Wyett's 1"1 muttered
]Jarcy; and the manager's lips parted lu au-
ether amile.

IlTime has been klnd te me," he sald, oaresstng
lis wltskora, and guztug complacently at hls
portly form ; idand the bequeat of a generous ro-
tative bas given me the meana of embarktng tn
dramatie speculatojis. I hope my honored pa-
tront, he Earl of Glenaugbton, ta well. Ktndiy
niiake my reapectful compliments te hlm. I
do flot forget that I once had the houer 0f brush-
Ing lita clothea."1

Titere was an undertoneo0f mockery turktng
lu Mr. Pauttona smoothly-spoken sentences;
and the plercing, hazel eyos, that gllttered rosI.
leasly beneaihbihl dark brows, were aimost
menactng lu Iheir expression.

"lThis fellow dialîkes me, or else It dlapleases
hlm te flnd me here,"l Darey lnstantly concluded.
But, wtth a brief, tbough courteous reply, hie
weîît away, for lhe waa too much troubled about
bis approachlng meeting witbhis uncle te feel
tflterested lu the qiîoadam valet, or cure te
kuow lu what way lie had evokod hîs hatred.

CHAPTER VIII.

THE ACTRESS AN RER QUARDIAS.
Wben the door bad closed on Darcy, Mr. Paul-

ton, wtth bis thumbs lu the pockets of bis vest,
waikod towards the wtndow, and ensconced
imseîf lu a rocking-chair that atood there. Les-

êWle haod fot meved frem the spot where aheliad bldden farewell te bier guesî ; but wlth head
drooplng, and bauds lightly clasped one ln the
other, seemed te have fallen itt a reverte. Rer
face had lest the sefi glew 0f pleasurabteeo.
tien it haci wora while she sang, and bad grown
cold and bard, as If bier thoughts were treubled
eues..

"lYeu owe me an oxplanatton,"1 satd Mr.
Ptaulton, hasbiy. "I thought Iwarned you that
nto visiteora were te be recelved bore whose calta
I Itacinet sacioned V"

siThai was wbeu yen were my master,"1 she
answvered, quletly. "lThon I bad beund myseif
te oey you. Now the contraci bas explred, and
I amn froc."

"d Net se. 1, wlso made yen wbat you are, am
equatiy able te, undo my work. And more - Ihave eonstituted myself your gctardlaa by vîrtue
cf ant authtoriîy yen caunot robel agaiast-the
request cf your dead parents."

Lestelle ratsed lier head, and shot one awifi
glatie 'ai hlmi as abe reply, "i Yen have teld nie
tiis fi-tuîeiitly, anîd I bave always aoswered as
1 Io o ow: that when your pretended autherity
mnýrges tipea tyrannîy, I refuse te recognize

Pautton smiled/,provokîngîy.
"4Eh! luttle one, yen are cotumactous ths

merntngi-! But we cannot afford to quarrel till
t'le Season is ever. Tell me plainiy wbat
brouglit Darey Lesmnere bere ? Yeur briglît
oycs VI

L'ýsielte crtmsened wlth reseatment. "iPhd
yen conait ere soely te ask mie thls ? If se,
yeur orraîsd le a frutess ene. This bouse laiitiie, aid 1 admit te my presence what gueats
Iplease."
Mi. Paulten's look wlîen she sad this was an

ovit oite ; but hoe atswered pleasantly eueugh,
"iYen are Justlfled, via chère, lu reprôlhhtg me
lar negiectiîg business. However, there la no
lsnmry ; 1 have chaîtgod my mmnd about the
opîera, I lnteîtded 10 put loto relsearsal. I bave
deci ted te, revive i The Queen's Page,' wib you

lt.5 1&wîl, mald Bottuna fer tise Queens; Salvi eau

liuit liere hic% was impctucusly lnterrupted.
dé 1wiltot play tise part cf the page !"

Mr. Paulien raised himself lu bis chair, and
aîisw 1elinperattvoîy, I"Chut! yen muat-you
shail ! I w-ii net have the opera apolled by
yeur caprices. A lew suceesses bave turned
youirl u.Yen lhave the airs lu yonder folle.
Plraetlse tm."t

46I will net play the part of Raoul r' Lestelle
said again, bier brlght dark orbs ffashlng wlth
arigry deterninaîtio.

Mn. Puit-oit sat for a few moments hnmmmng
an atr, anîd teoking ut lber as be rocked himmseif
te and fre.

"Are yesî wmse te defy me,l petilte PWhat are
your Objectionss te this piece ? TIse dress ? Bah!
yoa have dcnned the pagels jerktn before tels,
tand broughi<lewis the bouse by the way yen
wvore ih."

"B nit. T 1îate yefaltewte1 h u


