THE OANADIAN,

REFORM,

Tnoree yoaras will olapse before the
next convention of our fine Associa-
tion will take place at Niagara Falls
What will our branches do autil then ?

This is, for all members baving at
hoart the progress of the Association,
a gorfous question which duserves the
greatest constderation. ‘Tnere will be
perbap3 somo among our brothers who
will be tempted to answor that it s
ugeless to brother ahead of reforms to
be profected, of modifications to be
wmade, of superintondence to be oxer-
clsed In tho managemont, etc, ete, as
we have just terminated an efficient
work at the recent conveuation in
Quebec, wheroln some threes hun.
dred delegates have taken aun active
pact, by devoting themselves oxclusive
1y to the interesta of the C. M. B A

This is an error which must be com
batted, for three years ropresent but
soventy two regular meetings (when
they can be held) and if it is asked,
who are those who
in the meetings? what are
are the subjects which are debated
therein 7 to what does the workcome
te? we come to the conclusion that
it would be far better to go to work
immediately, to remedy, by some wise
and eftizaclous means, the increase of
an Assoclation composed of members
of a superior class, than to remain in
the most complete indolence.

We would suggest that the officers
of the Grand Couacil should, during
the course of the year, visit the
branches and encourage the members,

the constitutfon and our scale of assess-
ment, etc. etc.

election of offisers, it will be easy to
find a solution to our questions, for the
controlling element in that circuw-
stance seem to make all sentiment of
fraternity disappear, principally when
it is question to render a tribute of re-

cognizance to those members who are | ing of our grand Association there

not in the majority, and who howaver
can show to their assets a thousand
and one proofs of their entire devotion
and who have mrde great sacrifices for
the greatest good of all.

1t would be equally opportune for the
branckes to see that a compatent dele-

1of the constitution at every mgulnr'i Daouty, it Isno wonder that we have
"meeting by tho Rucording Secretary, ;

80 a8 t0 discuss thu iaterpretation of
our by laws. Thls suggestlon ghould
ba put into practice, for i1t Is an excal
lent moans for our wewmbers to know
waell their constitution, arl we couvld

. tant advantage of tho cccaston to suy

take part’

gest any amendments lilkely to benefit
the wholoe Assoclation by the fruit of a
work which may appear slow but in t.
solf would not fail to produce one ol
the wnost satlsfactory results for tho
working of our noxt couventlon,
J Avgraen Drvens.
—— ey e

THE LOVELY MAGDALENS.

The Magdalen Islands, whero Rev.
Father Burke, Proviucial Grand
Deputy for P'cince Edward teland aod
one of the best friends of our grand
tastitution  1n Canada, established
Branch 2, of this jurisdiction just bo
fora the lost Convention, canunot be
surpassed, {t appears, from the lauda.
tory articles appearing in the dally -
press o! the Maritime Provinces and
illustrated magazine articles, as a'
charming summer watering place.

, This group of islands, inhadited by the

descendants of refugee Acadians at the

: French Daportation, is completely iso-~"

i

- gplendldly to salt water bathing. Far
! out into the northern gulf the water ot
that they busy themselves improving . the isles is brinier, clearer, cleaner,

|
For the members of the Provinces !.This spot, too, is thoroughly sscluded,

more lucky than the Province of Que |and one can have that completa rest
bec was at the last convention in the | which 18 so grateful after a year's hack

lated in the groat Gulf of St. L.awrence, -
soms sixty-five or seventy miles north
of the nearest point in beautiful I’.ince
Edward Islaed. Those islands are all
fartile and connected by hard, clean,
sandy beaches, which lond themselves

cooler, more bracing and heaith-giv-
ing than the other nearer places

and worry in the buslness centres of the
continent. There can be no doubt
but uitimately thousands will frequent
those lovely islands in summer for
health and repose, and find both,
abundantly. We hops that the plant |

may make them better knnwn, and that
those of us who can afford the tlmel
and meaus (o visit them will do 8o
much more cheerfully and readily, now
that we have so strong an interest in |
their wolfare.

The Magdalens belong to the Prov- ‘

gate be selected among thoso members : ince of Quebac, although much nearer

who attend frequently the meetingy, in
order to defend the amendments they
wish to see adopted or, as the case may
be, oppose those they wish to eee re-
jected.
ous importa ., discussions ccme up at
8 moment whon delegates, very little

hall during the debates, and the vote
belng called on a motion more
or less favorable, it was carried
unanimously, for the excellent rcason
that those who had at heart to
soe it carried remained in their soats,
following with tholr oyes those poor
deserting delegates.

Inquire from the latter why they dlid
faot opposo suck or such motlon ?
Well ' They will answor you, that a
long dliscussion arose, tlLat they left
tue hall thinking the vote would not be
called befors sometime, aud unfortun
&tly on their return, everything was
ended and even another subject was
uoder dlscussion. Such {8, for some
dolegates, the report they must have
made to tholr branches.

Now let us recall x small paragraph
which was slready published in Tur
Caxapiay and wherein allusion was
made to the reading of a few sections

{
!

We bave found ont that vari- | tho ranks of tho learned and plous

toP. E. I.or N. S. But they are ec-
clesiastically under the jurisdiction .
of Bishop McDonald, of Prince Edward |
Island. Their priests then belong to

clergy of Charlottetown diocese, and

_they are all fast frisnds and admirery
anxious of the result, would leave the '

ofthe C. M. B. A. Our Graud Presi-

‘dent has just named Rev. J. A. H.

Blaquicre — &8 name every Irishman
acquainted with the bhistory of his
country just before the basely-brounght

" about union will recognizs with pride '
"—Grand Daputy for the Magdalens.

l

There are three flourishing parishes
down there and three clergymen.

nearly all Catholic, and ali progpr ring. f
Ths new branch started out with 20
charter members, and has since in-'
creased them considerably. There
will be a branch iu each parish before
the snow files.

The Rev, Dr. Chaisson, whko accom-
panied Father Burke to the lslands,
and 8o materially «ssisted him in the;
foportant work in hand, wis once
stationed there. He !s an ardent C.
M. B. Aer himgelf and Chancellor of
Branch 204. Adding his zea) anld
enthuslasm to that of the Provincial

.or Sourts,

It entalls nne

" most attentive.

glowing roports of tho brilliant organi-
zatlon  coremontes from thoss who
irlned It at Houso Harbor, Father
Blaquiero's tine parish Al tho im
portaut men of the congregation went
in wost giadly, and the bratch has in
its ofticlality the Pretect of thoe lgles,
tho leading moerchanttle and commer
cial mon and two clergymen.

You reach the Magdalens by tte
<eokly steamer St O.af, cither from
Pictou, N. S., Georgetown, P E 1.,
I' k1 Thsvoyage 18
most ¢.chauting awng the coast «of
thore deltghtful provinees by the sea
night ow, but the
steamor I8 comfortablo and her vth:ers
We ouly hapn that
wo may bo xblo to take it In thts camn-
tug scasor. thus seelug sometbing ot
Nova S:ottr and Cape Brotou,charming
Prince Lkdward lsland and restrug
among the beauties of those northern
fairy fzles.

Fromasoriesofadmirable sketches as
{8 admiradble overything from his factls
pen), writton by Ruev. Pather Burke
shortly after his rotura for che leading
daily of his province, the Charlottetown
Examiner, wo make the following
excerpts at ranr. «m, knowing that they
will be read by our members every
where with pleasurs and profit.

Juot at thls season oi the yonrr
‘Father Burke wrote In the month of
July last' no wore enjoyable outing

: could ba planned than & trip to the Is

lands to tho north of us kuown as The -
Magdalens. Many a time hat we
heard of those Islands whon & young-
ster in tho East as about the last place
on earth to be selected for a summer
rogort. Cold, bleak, barren, impover
f{shod rocks they were designated, upon
which acertain class of human belnga
dragged out a mliserable existence
slmply because they could not get off
them ; or because there a favorable
situaticn was afforded for the prosecu
tion of fishing operations to which
some must certainly devote their lives

have even been held up asa terridble
place of exile, well calculated to bring
out the most Apostolic virtues or serve
as a sort of Limbo for the expiation of -
almost any ccclesiastical Indiscretion.
O:castonally some stray votary of pleas-
ure has come back to the world from
thia out of tho way Canadian archipel
ago and raved about its beauty and
the real plessures there to be enjoyed
in summer : but ‘aw there were to
glve the story crouence. The victim

“of such false impressions—snd how

mavy of thewn always beset us—what
was our surprise and delight, when
business and a needed changeof alr
conspired to bring us to the Magda-
lens, a few weeks ago, to find a place
of such beauty and charm and repose
as would defy tbo pen of 2 powt or tho
brush of a painter to accurately depist.
Here wo have overything that goes to
make the perfect sceno—bdluo sky,
groen bounding wave, high, grey.

. | blue and red cliff laved by white
. The population is about 5 000 souls,

breakers, interchanging regularly.
verdant meadows and gently ascend
ing mountains, equally verdant to tho
very summits and doited over with
herds of slock kine . cosy, comfortablo
and always well limed coliages, sur
rounded by gardeng, strotching in 8D
almost unbroken llno from cnd to end
of the Island ; great and small factor
les porched upon some conveniont cliff
or grouped systcmatically upon tha]
great fishing outposts of Entry, Grand
Entry, Byron Islands, countless white .
winged clipper fisbiog smacks career- |
ing away into the distance, until they ¢

5
AT6 1o Iargerto the ove than th
milk  whito ganet with sad
upped  winga  and  eagle  nten
which over bears  them  com-
pany . tho almnut oxtinet ploky,

which to the uutultiated in presentad
ag roversible, the were pretention
coaster ; tho pracetul, oot and w

tnanned " Capo  Auner,  bearln

away seaward after sccuriug the soa-
son 8 butt or riding at ancher tu Ploag
ant Bay . thn ceuntlens soa birdy cirel
tug tn thecircumamblont elr, gathered
in tnyriads upon tha numerons sand
bara, switnmning stately {n tho great
lagoons or splitiing the wave in scarch
of their prey the round towered Nght
house stauding sentinel on every pro
moutory or the tnore maysstic church
with 1t8 tall, vress crowned optee, uvor
polnunug  poor axiled man to bis
hotne in beaven, and holdlug out to
hitn tho blessings of the Redemption—
all go to make a picture well calcu-
lated to charm the eye, and satiate, In
»0 far S natural beauty can, tho hu-
man soul itself.

» L] L] L]

The average Magdaloner is born,
lives out a longthy exisionce, and
sinks into an honored and hallowed
grave, without recing auy moro than
the outhines of the great world abcut
him in a dim gilmpso of Capo Breton
or Prince Fdward I«land, takon from
the highes. peak of his native hills,
or, nearer, Irom the deck of his
staunch fishing smack as ho tompts
farthor and farthor the wavo In pur-
suit of his iuny plunder. Tho stately
ateamer comes and goes on hor weekly
vigitation, Is posfected from the old
Albert to the Boaver, and from the
Beaver to the St. 11.af, and lsstiil quito
succsptible of perfoction , but her shritl
whistle awakeus in tho breasts of this

_coutonted fishor community no buran.

ing desire to rollnquish comfortable
and happy homes to seek fortuncs or
shipwrock virtue, on fho continent.
To own a few acros of land and a snug
cottage ; to command with myre pride

. than & De Sampson o f
} To the young Catholic cleric, too, they ' Ay s e no of the

clipper flshing boats of the great Mag-
dalen fleet . t¢c bestow a tender care
upon aged parents : to love and cher-
{sh a devoted helpmate, to provide for
a numerous snd promising family of
children, and bring them up in the
fear and love of God, to livo at peace
with his Crestor, whoso omniprosence
is nowhere so recegoizablo, and to cu-

. joy the respect of bis ncighbor—a man
_ I1ko bhimself {n blood, creed and aspira-

tion—such {s tha only ambition of tho
valiaunt Magdaloner. Buat it must not
be supposed, for & moment, that ho ts
wanting in public spirit, or ignorant
or tihterato, or ready to ba viciimized
by the sharper The picture which
Lougfellow has loft us of the cominun-
ity Hfe of the peasauts of Grand Pre
might well retiect that ot this commun
ity of Acadtan fisher folh —

* Aliko they wero 1g00 fr.m
Foar that reyzus wirh the tyrant and onv,,

the vico o refubitea

Newther 1xks hal they to their doors nor

hars to their winduws ,

But their fwellings wore vpen as day, and
tha haarts of thotr cwnors §

Their tha richost was poor, and the poorost
livoed 10 abuodance.*”

And, after all, who would want to ox-
change a life like this for the tinsel
attrections of fame and riches, which in
every cass Incroass our cares and wor-
ries, and rob us of most of the natura.
pleasures which fill up tho cup of the
poor man's happiness! The Mag-
daleper may not hope to lead groat
armies to slaughter, to speak to liston-
{ng senates, to nperate grand commer-
clal enterprises, to be tho lcador of an
ofton corrupt and corrupting soclety,

.



