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They arc left standing for a day or two,
until the water has run out of them.
‘I'he plants are then fit to spread on the
ground, in thin layers. When dried on
one side, turn them over, and a few hours
of sunshine will complete the operation.
Do not take them in unless thoroughly
dried,
THE FEMALE PLANT.

When the seeds harden, the female
plants ought to be pulled. It would not
do to wait until the seed is quite vipe, be-
cause the bags containing it will then
burst, and the seed drops on the ground
and is lost. ‘The seed is allowed to ripen
for a few days on the field, care being
taken to preveut the head of the plant,
which contains the seed, from resting on
the ground. It must not be beaten out
with the flail. It is too soft for that, and
would be crushed. ‘I'he best plan is to
bring barrels or boxes to the field, hold
the handful of liemp with one hand, the
lieads of the plant placed inside the bar-
rel or box,and with the other hand,
armed with a small stick, beat the heads
until the seed drops, after which opera-
tion the female plants are retted in the
same way as the male plaut.

When the seed is extracted, it is taken
under shelter and laid iu very thin lay-
ers, not more than a couple of iuches
thick, for it is very apt to heat whzn not
thorougly dry. It is well to turn it over
from time to time. After a month or so,
when well dried, the seed is winnowed
and put up into bags or barrels.

Such is the European mode of harvest-
ing. The Kentuckian method wiil be
described uext mouth.

ENTERPRISE, INDUSTRY, EQUAL-
ITY, FRATERNITY.

At a recent meeting of the London
Farmers’ Club, Mr. James Howard, M.
P, read an claborate paper on the exist-
ing systems of farming in European coun-
tries,—from which we extract the follow-
ing instructive description of an amatent’s
farm in France. If some Halifax hard-
ware man would clear 3800 acres of hog
and wood, and cultivate it as M. Cail
does, we might then have sowne hope that
our farmers would arouse themselves. A
few emigrants like M. Cail would soon
make our country prosper :—

“X now refer to the lurge farm of M.
Cail, which is situated at La Briche, near
‘Tours, 200 miles south-west of Paris.
M. Cail is proprietor of oue of the largest
engineering estsblishments in France—a
great builder of locomotives ; his farm of
La Briche consists of about 3800 acres,
which he has reclaimed from waste land
—bog awd wood. Being a thorough uti-
litarian, not a tree or & fence of any kiud
has been left: the whole is laid out in

largre fields, some nearly a mile ncross,
which have been drained, and good hard
rouds nide through the whole property.
One good contral homestead and eight
minor gues have been crected. It re-
quires but a glance to be convinced that
the proprietor of such a place is » man
with an iron will. The central home-
stead, the most wonderful place of the
kind Iliave ever seen, is worth making
the journey to seo.  The corn barn, with
a triple roof like a railway station, is 366
feet long and 130 feet wide, and 32 feet
high in the walls, It will contain 1250
acres of unthreshed corn. A line of shaft-
ing with pullays runs down the ceutre
throughout the length. ‘The threshing
machine, a portable oue, is dvawn forward
as the threshing is accomplished. Every-
thing is on the snme scale—sheds for 600
bullocks, a covered fold for 3000 sheep,
a huge granary for threshed grain, tram-
ways to every pat, a large beetroot dis-
tillery at which the roots are made into
sugar or spirit aceording to the prospect
of the market. Every vehicle on enter-
ing and leaving the homestead pusses
over a weigh-bridge at the gates, and the
weight of the load is recorded and charg-
ed to or credited to the respective fields.
‘The farm is cultivated on the three-course
shift =—1st, Wheat; 2nd, Beetroot; 3td,
Clover. I rode over 1250 acres of fine
beetroot, lLeautifully cultivated. Littie
attention is given to the hocing of corn
by Sugar-Beet growers, as the land is
supposed to be thoroughly cleaned when
under the root crop.

« Boys sent to reformatories in France
are employed in agriculture till their turn
comes for conscription. The reformato-
ries are called agricultural colunies, and
are distributed over the rural districts. I
found at La Briche 130 of these boys,
from 14 to 18 years old: they work in
gangs, under a snperintendent scut with
them from the Mettray Reformatory.—
During the winter evenings they arve
taught reading, writing, arithmetic and
measuring. ‘The condition of the Jabour-
er in this part of Frauce, asin most others
is a very hard one. At each ofthe cight
homesteads is a married couple, wiw sup-
ply food to the labourers emploved in
their division, the greater part of whom
are unmarried. ‘The team men sleep
with the cattle, two in a bed, or rather in
a box, on a sack of straw, a rude floor
being put up at one end of the sheds. Up
to that period I had never seen men so
nearly reduced to a site of slavery. I
arrived at the farm about daylight, and
found all hands at work. The hours in
summer, I learned, were from 4 a.am. to
8§ p.m.; aud, mark you, till noon on Sun-
days. The wages, without perquisites
for (hese lung hours, are 1s. 8d. per day.
A good crop of wheat was being cut, the
men using & fagging-hook ; 5s. was the
price paid for cuttivg and binding an im-

perial acre; and the wages paid by M.
Cail are higler thar the current wages
of the neighborhood. In spite of the ri-
gid condition in  which the Iabourers of
La Briche work. I uoticed a deal of ap-
parent good feeling, as well 88 an ap-
proach to familiarity, between omployer
and employed. The men addressed DL
Cail with o kindly salutation, whilst, to
my astonishment and inténse amuse-
ment, this geutleman, of polished exterior
living in great style at one of the most
elegaut houses in Paris, saluted the vari-
ous foremen by kissing them on both
cheeks, receiving a corresponding salute
in return. I managed to keep my risi-
ble fuculties under restraint until arriving
at the blacksmith’s shop, when a similar
scene between M. Cail and the foreman,
a grimy son of Vulcan, proved irresistible.
M. Cail is a shrewd man of the world,
and, noticing my amusement, remarked
that conforming in this way to the cus-
tom of the province had givea him a hold
upon the people he could not have ob-
tained had he totally disrezarded their
notions of equality and frateinity.”

——

BOTANY AND HORTICULTURE IN
NEW BRUNSWICK.

The Nova Scotian JOURNAL O AGRI-
CULTURE appears to think that becavse
in our report of the York Agricaltural
Show, we did not feel disposed to give
the botanical names of the plants and
flowers on exhibition that the tuste for
Botany and Scientific Horticulture is,
therefore, not increasing in our Province.
That the very opposite of this is the case
any one may satisfy himself by a visit to
our gardens at the proper season of the
year; and we do not think we are risk-
ing too much when we say that we be-
lieve they will compare favorably with
any gardens iu our highly-favored sister
province. It is too had that from an act
of simple indifference on our part, the
people of this Province should be subjec-
ted to a charge of want of good taste.
We thank the JournAL for giving such
prominence to our report of the York
County Show, but we must venturs to
correct 1n impression which the leading
of the article, as used in the JOURNAL, 18
calculated to couvey, that the show
was 2 Proviucial one, the words ¢ New
Brunswick Agricultural Show ” being
used. ‘The exhibition in question, as the
few first lines of our article iudicates,
was merely alocal affair, and did not
even embrace a third of York County.

Next yeuar the Provincial or * New
Brunswick” Agricultural Show will take
place, and is to be held in Frederictou.
We hope the Editor of the JourNaL will
theu find it convenient to be in our city,
when, if we mistake not, he will entertain
& better opinion of our tastes for Botany
and Scientific Horticulture, aud form a




