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UHE1F WESI'MIN'<TFR LONFEUI.sON OF U.AITIL

RE.JOHiN U iÎB LL.D.

T HE genial editor of the Catiadi, /resriric,,, cati generallv sce s
fa r ino a înillstoiie as any other mnan, l>ut lie was at fauit whcen lie

inferred froin the article on this subject ini last mo:ith's IOUFKNAI. that there

%vas no dlouhlt what side the writer was on. Thle spectacle of a college

faculty, divided againstiliseif and warring ini words ln the organ of thecir owîî
studènts and graduates, was feit to be so tindesireable that the îneînbers of
facultý asked to w~rite on the tubJect uriet wvith the editor and unitedly agrucd
to favour, flot necessarily revision, but important changes in the articles of
faith. Froni that agreemnt neither of the writers lias expressed to the other
or to the editor hîs intention of recuding. It will, thcrefore, be necessary to

rcad between ies, lu judgc as mucli by what tlie ariicle does Nol aflirni as b)y

whiat il does, and especially to note thait the third alternative, a lnew con-
fe.ssion, îs not touched at al. Any one fainliar with the ulunierous public

(luties of the writer will flot wonder ai. the necessity for leaving sone things
uuisajd.

H isî.orically, the W~estminister Confession can be traced back to the

personal experietice of St. A\ugustine of H-ippo. 'lle licentious young
Manichee, as lus Confessions relate, uvas suddenly brought to rest, almost as
I1w an openu miracle, on the nuerits of Churist, and s0 found peace, and
freedoni froin the lusts of tne ileshi. Froîi his own experience first, and then
by a scarch for Scripture texts ta confirun it, he formulated bis creed of
absolute predestination and irresistible grace. The way by which Providence
led hini at Tagaste and Carthage, at Ronie and Milan, the prayers of his

devout mother, Munica, the preaching of Ambrose, his own soul struggles,
the friendship of Alypius and others, the mnere Pagan aids affotded by Cicero
and Plato, were clean forgotten or merged in these two doctrines which are
really one, falscty ateînpting ta, glorify D ivine Sovereignty by a Divine


