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May Blossoms.
BY HORATIUS BOMAK, D.D.

11 is May, all May around us,
In the flush of its summner-glee:

1ts blrssoms, hke sunles of childhood,
They ave sparkling on every tree.

O blosscms, May blossoms, how Leantiful ¥
But what is your fruit to be?

Ye are waving wtad shining everywhers;
But what 1y your fruit to he?

It is May, all May arovud us;
And how softly ita motnents tleo;
The birds in the sunlight's singing
To the hum of the happy bee!

It is May, all May around us,
Over garden and vale and lea;

The scent of the flowers goes past us,
And the shadows are wandering free.

It is May, all May around us,
And, with eyes all glistening, we

Are watching the waving blossoms
Thut are sparkling on every tree.

1t is May, all May around us,
And we lift up our eyes to thee,
T'o whom all this May belongeth,
With its beauty of earth and sea.

O blossoms, May blossoms, how beautiful ¢
But what is your fruit ‘o be?

Ye are waving and shining everywhere;
But what is your fruit to be?

LESSON NOTES.
SECOND QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THY OLD TFSTAMENT.

B.C. 1491)  LESSON VIL [May 15
THE CALL UF MOSES,
Exod. 8. 1.12,

Memory verses, 2 6,
Gotpex Texr,

1 will be with thy mouth, and teach thes
what thou shialt say.  Exod. 4. 12,

UUTLINE,
1. Moses. 2. The Call,

Tise.-1491 B.C.

Prack.— Horeb, or Mount Sinai, in the
Arabian peninsula,

RULeR.—A successor of Pharaolh, the

opjressor.

Cosstemive Lisks. Eighty years, or
nearly so many, have passed since tue
Hebiew waif was drawn in fromethe Nile
by the Egyptian princess. The princess
was ¢ead. The Pharwohs who had kuown
Moses were dead,  For forty  years Moses
hamself bt been a fugitive because of his
linaty et in trying to right the wrongs of his

wople.  The ptince has become o prasant.
hc is now only a keeper of sheep i the
deacit. But God hias not lost sight of him.

Qur lesson takes us to the burning bush,
Let us draw nigh with reverent hearts,

EXPLANATIONS, —[fack xitle of the deseit—
The partof the desert farthest from the land
of Goshen.  Desert does not here mean a
barren, sandy waste, for in such a place there
would have Leen no pasture, but a wild,
dexerted place.  7he mountain of God—
Hureh, not so called then, but, when this
rechrd wis written, it had become so known,
und Moses calls it by anticipation by its well-
known wune.  The angel of the Lord—"The
munifestation of Gl by tire in the bush,
Sce Psa. 14, 4, Jesus Christ, the cternal
Soni.  God of thy gither—"This means, us so
often, the God of yous forcfathers. Abruham
waa not his father,  Amram was,  But the
Jews ealled Abraham theiv father,  Leand
Sowing with milk and honry—"That is, o land
of marvellous fertility.  The expression is o
comtnon one in Orviental literatures,  Place
of the Canwnnites="1'he particular place of
the' nation to be in thus agnin designated.
In "Egypt these nations were well known,
Hho am I—An evprexdion of humility and
fecling of unworthiness for so great amission,
He, doubtless, remembered his fist fislure,

Questions yor Home Stioy.
1. Moses.
. " How came Moses to be in Midian?

How came he to be a member of Jethro's
family ¥

How nrany years did he live in Midian?

Wihat was the value of this hife to Moses?

Ix thare evidence that Mosens knew the
voice that called him?

Wiy was he so rveady to believe the
announcement of ver. GY

W hat charaetenistic of Moses is shown by
wer, 3

What characteristic 1s shown by ver, 11?2

Wi cchunge had theseforty yearswrought
in Mo<es?

How do we know that it was forty years
since Moses tled from Egypt? Acts 7. 30

2. The Call.

From whom did the call in this lesson
come Y

What was the call? ver. 10.

What dangers wero involved in the aceept-
ance of the call?

What liscouragements had  experience
taught litn to eapeet?

Id this eall come as an answer to prayer?

How had Moses long years before shown
that he had felt ealled to this work ?

Why did he hesitate now?

What personal sacrificewas then jnvolved ?

What was now ?

Pracricat TracuiNes,

God often comes to men who faithfully do
the duty of the hour, with aew commissions
for service.

Moses turned acide to see. Do we?

Moses, like Jacob, was on holy ground and
did not know it: and we are many times,

The fuithful shepherd beenme the faithful
leader.  Fidelity is the great lesson of the
word,

Sce God’s compassion, ‘1 know their
sorrows.” Read }m 53. 4-6.

The bush becamne a ¢ holy place” beenuse
(:ul(ll was there,  So our hearts ean be, if we
will,

Hints ror Home Stuoby,

1. Perhaps you have already read all of
the Questions, Explanations, and Practical
Teaclings,  Perhaps you conld no. answer
romie question. Do not give it up,  Think,
Think till you find what the snswer must
be,  “Thimk when you ate unoccupied about
thix whole story.

2. Take a reterence Bible and ook out
warefully all the references to other parts of
the Bible

3. Pind every place where God appears in
fire, or by fire, ur shows his power 1 five,

4. Find how many men were spoken to by

T God by their numes.  See i you can el ten,

5. Find how many times the purpose had
been expressed to give Israel the lund of
Canaan,

Docrrival Suceestios—Divine compas.

sion,
CATFCHISM QUESTION,

23, But are all manhnud, being botn in sin,
borie without hope ¥

No: for a Saviowr was provided from the
beginning, and all that cote into the world
recerve of s grace nnd iy Spaint.

Genests ni, 155 Jobm i 65 Johin i, 9, 10,

B.C. 1491}  LESSON VIIL
TIE PASSOVER,
Exod. 12, 114,

GoLDEN ‘I'raT,

(May 22

Meniory verses, 13, 14,

Christ our passover 1 sacriticed for us.
1 Cor. 5. 7.
OvTLINE,
1. The Passover.
2. Qur Passover.

Time, 1491 B.C.
as last lesson.

Praces.—in Egypt.  The lund of Goshen.
Rever, ~Thotmes 11

Coxsecrise Lisks.  From Midian back
again to Egypt.  The divine covanission is
wccepted.  Anron and Moses have met,
have aroused their people, have given God's
message to Pharaoh, have been rebnked amd
refused,  The hand of bondage hns fallen
still heavier on the Hebrews,  God has
avisen in might.  The plagues have only
hardened Pharnoh’s heart, and now comes
the Angel of Death and of deliverance.

Later in tho same year

EXPLANATIONS. — The heginning of montha
—The tirst month of the first year of the
new nation so svon to he. It was called
Abib or Nisan, and corresponds nearly to
our April.  The conyregation of Israel—
Simply the people as a whole.—dccording

to the house of their futhers- That is, one
lamb for each famnily.  7'Ae hunsehold be too
tittle  ‘I'radition said there must ho at least
ten persons to mnke a sutticient number.
Keep it up~"I'hat is, keep the lamb thus
chosen with great ware from the tenth day.
Kill it i the evening — At some time between
three o'clock and six, when the new day
begun,  Unlearened  -eald—Simple cakes of
tlour, baked without the use of anything to
foerment, as w symbol of haste in departing.
Sodden at all with water — Not boiled, but
roasted with tive,  Let nothing of it remain-—
The wiwle substance of the animal, except
the blood, was to pass futo their substance
as nouvishinent and support.  Loins girded —
The flowing skirts ticd up out of the way of
the feet, ready for a hurried march.

Questions ror HoMx Strpy,

1. The Passover.

0Of what two national observances does
this lesson tell?

Do the Hcbrews, who observe their
national religion, still begin their ecclesi-
astical year with the month Ahib?

Of what uctual event was the passover a
sign?

bllow long was it to be kept by the nation?

Was the law concerning it obeerved
through their history ?

How extensive was the destruction of the
first-born in Fgypt?

On what day was the pref)arltion to begin?

How long (fid the feast [ast?

\What was the food eaten at this passover
supper?

n what manner was it to be eaten?

Why was this?

2. Our Paswover,

Of what was this passover a type?

How does Paul in 1 Cor. 5. 7, apply the
memorinl to Christ?

Of what was the blood sprinkled upon the
dour-posts u sign?

In what respects was the paswchul lamb a
type of Christ?

On what day daes tradition declure our
Lord to have made atoncment for his people?

Why was it to be *‘roasted with fire,”
and not to be **sodiden with water®”

Of what was the eating of the whole lamb
symbolical ¥

What observance in the Christinn Church
commemorates the ancient passoser feast ¥

What do the broken bread and the wine
symbolize to thoe believer?

Do you believe in the historical truth of
the passever?

Pracricat. TeacHINas,

The pussover was for every Hebrew family.
The provision wasample ; the means casy to
obtain; the requirement cusy to be et
Even sois it in Christ,

1t was the mark upon the door that showed
obedience, that saved the houselhiold,  Even
som the spintaal house whidh we build, It
must be by the blood upon the door post, or
no xlvation,

Who will say that the Egyptian family
that shiould by any ;msibilityfm\'e imitated
it Hebrew ncighixxur would not also have
been saved ?

Who wili asay that the Hebrew family
that neglected would nat alue have sutfered
the loss of its fimst-hoin? 1t is so in Christ.
** How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation?”

Hixts vor Hoxg Stuny.

1. You cannot possibly understand this
lesson, and what mmediately followed, if
you do not study from chap. 3 all between
to chap. 12, .

2, Learn the plagues in their order,

3. Find how many times Moses had been
before Pharaoh ; all that he had threatened.
See him' bold‘lne hl:ullgr{)wn. tu

4. Jaearn the whole law of the passover.
very, 15.24, 43-48.

5. Find from the Scriptures notable in.
stances in which the passover was obwerved
by Hesckinh, by Josiah, by Ezra, by Jesus.

DocTriNalL SucorsTioN. —Salvation.
Catecmise QUrsTioy.

24. By what mcans were our first parents
led to comnit so great a sin against God ¥

By the subtilty of the devil, who mude use
of the serpent to beguile Eve.

Genesis iit. 13; 2 Corinthiaus xi. 3.

Tur silent man may be overlooked
now, but he will get a hearing by and
by.

CAPTAIN SAM'S

BOOES for 4o T0THE N

SILAS K, HOCEING'S WORES

In Crown 8vo, Price 75c¢. each, Gilt
Edge, 90¢c., Cloth Gilt, with
OriginalTliustrations,
REAL GRIT. (The latest issue.)
CRICKET : A Tale of Humble Life.
HER BENNY : A Story of Street Life.
HIS FATHER ; or, A Mother's Legacy.
ALEC GREEN : A Story of Cornish Life,
IVY : A Tals of Cottage Life.
SEA.\WAIF: A Tale of the Sea.
DICK'S FAIRY : A Story of Good Nature,
CALEB CARTHEW : A Life Story.

TWO EASTER SUNDAYS

Br GEO. J. BOND. .

Price, Paper Cever, 10 conts, '~
‘A capital, racy story of the sea."—W,
H., Withroto,

NEW BOOK BY “PANSY.”

Little Fishers and Their Nets

By “PANSY."
12mo, Cloth, Illustrated. $1.26.

Probably no living author has exerted sa ’
influcnce upon the people at large at all com-
parable with Pansy's.  T)ousands upes
thousands of families read ner books every,
week, and the effect in the direction of right
feeling, right thinking wnd righe living
inealeulable, ’

CANADIAN

H R dl u. l ::
oe Reading Civel,
Urganized in accordance with a resolution d
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1886,
Lor full particulurs—Constitution, "["';
see February “ Banwer.” F

COURSE OF READING POR 1867,

The following bouks are recommended
the General Conference Committes for

|

home reading during 1887 : :
Awsembly Bible Outlines. J. H. Vino
D.D, 12cents. 4

Richardson's Temperance Lessons. 25

British snd Canadisn History, Adame &
Robertaon. 3 centa.

Christian Evidences. J. H. Vincent, D\
12 centa, 4

What is Education? By Prof, Phelpa.
centa, H

And Socrates. By Prof. Phelps. 1%.:

The Coniplete List will be supplied &

$1.00 net, post-free, E

WILLIAM BRIGGS
Publisher, 4

78 and 80 King 8t. East, Toronto;!

C. W.COATES, 3 Bleury 8¢., Nentroal,
S. P, MUEATISA, Baltfas, "




