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bristles grow. Allthis travelling that
the world be supplied with brushes.
Each bristle has a tuft of fur at the
roots which protect the hogs from
the cold of Russia. Many pictures
have been painted with the soft white
bristles that come from France. In
Germany the peasants save every
bristle from the hogs they kill, until
men come to buy them. The bristles
are washed, combed and bleached ;
those that come out white bring the
highest prices ; those that remain
dark are dyed. Even the shoe-
maker finds bristles useful for his wax
ends, but he does not select the
Russian, for they are too long.
About four hundred years ago a
Spaniard brought the first hogs into
America. Now the hogs from the
western prairies supply the United
States with bristles. Poor pigs have
always been abused, from the time the
Greeks sacrificed them to Ceres, the
goddess of harvest, and the kings and
noblemen found exciting sport in
hunting the wild hogs through the
woods, while they in rage and terror
stood their bristles up on their backs
as they were brought to bay, until
now, when every part of them is made
use of. Even the tails have been
used, as some grandmothers can tell
how, when they were little girls, they
would take the tails, roll them in
paper and lay them before the fire
in the old-fashioned fireplace, and
then eat them when browned. Many
people think the hogs do not need
clean pens, but they like everything
clean and to be petted. They have
even been trained to point to game
for hunters, and also to find in the
earth where the fragrant truffles
ow, o men can dig them up and
sell them for pies. The hogs’ reward
is something they like to eat. When
a cold evening comes when they are
in the fields, several of them will run
and fill their mouths with dry grass
" and carry to a place, each one laying
his hay down side by side until they
form & circle. Then in this good bed
they huddle together to sleep.—
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