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of the settlers not as yet li%.ing on
their clauns, consequently to get a
congregation the people have to corne
long dibtances, and in w~inter travel-
ling on the plains is neither pleasant
nor safe, for should a breeze spring up
it is difficult to find the Nvay even in
fainiiiar places. Then the timie of the
winter happened to be very stormy
and cold, the congregations became
smnall, and as we could not obtain a
suitable place in %vhichi to hiold the
services, w~e closed them. As an
instance of the dlanger of journeying
on these plains a fter igtdrn
winter, 1 will tell you what happened
witli nie one nighlt %%hlen returning
home fromi Poplar Hleighits. The snowv
hiad beeii drifting furiotisly ail day,
and as I left the bush to strike out
across several miles of open plain, 1
discovered with alarîn that it wvas ini-
possible to se only a fev yards
aroun<l me. As no lights wvere v'isible
frorn any of the houses, 1 knew flot
which way to steer. My position was
an unenviable one witli the prospect of
being out ail nighlt, and the ther-
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momieter at 35 below zero. 1 found
miy beast wvas flot taking a direct
course, so fixing my eyes on a cluster
of stars whichi 1 thought must be in the
direction of home, 1 struck out, and
after driving for a long tinie, came
to a stable and house whichi, strange
to say, ivas where 1 wanted to go. I
escaped %vith a few frost bites, and al
wcre thaý-nlful that niglit as we praised
God for such a deliverance.

The roads this winter have been
very bad ;every time 1 have left home
this winter to go out to Poplar Point,
1 have hiad to eitlier break the
road throughi marshes whiere there is
three f*eet of snoiv c;rifted up, or else
run alongside the pony so as to
reachi my appointmnents in tinie. There
is no travelling donc b)etwveen Wood-
lands and Poplar Point, neithier is
there between Baie St. Paul and
Woodlands ; but 1 find no difficulty in
wvalking fifteen or twenty miles, or
takingt a run of eight or twelve --ales,
though at first 1 found it very hard.
My health neyer 50 was good as it is
now.
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Tiiis being mny first direct corn-
inunication withi you, a brief state-
ment of the extent of this Mission
and the status of M\,etlodismi thereon,
wvill perhaps 1c not altogether un-
wcelcomie or uninteresting.

The station comprises four regular
preaching places, and others which
aire visited occasionally.

Iio,
wvhere 1 reside, is a rocky barren
place, almiost entirely destitute of
cultivation, and entirely dependent
on the cod and seal fishieries for sub-
sistence. The harbour, with adjacent
caves contains a population of about
1,0o0, the rnajarity of whoîn are
Romian Catholics and Episcapalians;
the latter numnbering about 500. The

Methodist population numbers i90.
\Ve have a smiall church whichi is
tolerably ivell attended on the Sab-
bath by our osvn people. Also a
Sabbath-school attended by ail our
children who have a<-cess thereto;
distance of residence preventing
others fromn attendance. Our society
nuînbcrs 25 inembers and 4 on trial.

It lias not been my privilege ta
witness imuch spiritual prosperity
cluring the years of niv labor here,-
and aur iti-nediate prospects, botli
spiritually and financially, are rather
gloamy. Last year the fishery was a
comparative failure, and unless seals
-ire gat this year 1 sl.all have ta sus-
tain a considlerable circuit deficiency.
Since its establishment, Methodismi
lias donc inuch ta imprave the marais


