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DIVINITY.
PURITY OF HLEART,
st Blessed are the pure in heart & for they shall sce
Goud P~ Matt. v. 8,

Tox wickedness of men's lives proceess fram
the depravity of their hearts 3 and, then fore, be-
fore the hife can be pure, the ieart must be clean-
sed. ‘The hearty in aa unconve:sted stats, ¢ is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wick-
«d3? butin a conveited state, it is rencwed 1o
riglteoushess and tiue hohess, after the image
of God. Real blessedness necessusily follows this
great change. God, who before was hidden und
unknown, s now scen, admired, and enjosred.
< Blessed are the puredn heat ¢ for they shicllsce
God.”

1 st us, Yirst, meke a few remmiks upen purity
of heart 5 aud, Secondly, comiler the blossdness
which 1esulis from it,

1. MaMARKS URON PURITY OF BEART.

Things are comunonly 8aid o he pure, when
they are simpic, unmixed, anld vnconeunled
*wil{ any other snhatanee § and purity of hieart, in
this tespect, implics sincesity and sinplicity. s
apposed to the bese miatures of by pocsisy and de-
coit. David inguires, 4 Who shall aseond into
the bill of the Lord ?  And who shallstand in his
fioly place?? ‘Lhe answer isy ¢ Ife that hoth
cleny ‘:am!s, and a puze heart 5 who hath net kit
up his soul unto vauity, nor swor deceittully.”
Psuln axiv, 3,4, Nathonael s amun of this
character, as appeais from the tertimory of e
1 ord: ¢ fichold »n Israclite indecd, in whom is
no guile.” John 1. 47, .

But puity of heait, understood in its £ ene
tent, implics that entire san< 2 Lontier, by which
the Least is cleansed from 2l erily and filled with
aW good : Or i keart fiom which “oll things are
passed away,”? and «all things ate Seeome new.":
2 Cor. v. 19, ‘Theundesstanding is enlightened s
the will is subducd ; and the affections aie placed
on jzoper ohjects.  dinful lhougbl.s are hamehed ;

tide s dostrayed 3 and the soul i clotlied with

humility. Furicus passions ase destrored 5 and
are succeeded by meckuess and gentleaies. An
undue Jove of the weild is tooted up; and the sie
preme love of God is planted in the minde Mar-
muring and complaini ¢ are at an ead § and con-
tntment, in cvely state, is sweetly ecperienced,
And, in shast, the earnal mind is exchaneed for
the mind which was in Chiist Josue, 1t neces-
sarily follows, that God is allin oll to the jure in
beart,  They wonhip himr in spirit and in truth;
and constantly obey bum wills a willing mind,
The tyranny of «in 18 2t 20 end; and the govern-
ment of Cod, whirch in every point of view js de-
sitable, is begun in the ::mf. ‘The constant ian-
guage of onc who is puse in Leart is, ¢ Not iy
will, but thine Ye done?? Luke x«ii. 42, Such
2 ene may be tempted to ovily but temptation s
not sin,  He may feel many wesknesses, fniil-
tics, and infinmitses but these are not sins Ve
feels nothing within contr 1y o the divine matuie
—for every rinciple in hia firazt feadshim to God
and bieaven ; so that wheiler fie eal or dvire, or
whatswever Lie Coth, it is all fu fhc glory of Ged.
1 Cor. x. 3.

Douts have been catettainedy cven by the
plous, whether such a state of putity can Le at-
tained on this side the grave.  Tlhey forget, how-
cves, that if it be not attained Lefuse doath, it can-
not be zitained aftenwvards 3 for thete is ua pucsa.
lory after deathy, to purily the polluted soul fiom
it sins.  Togay it is wioaght m death, is to say
nothing at =t ; unless the phaase, in death; signi-
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fies sore intermediale state, between a mortal
Wfs and bpmortabity ¢ a thousht whican is s0 ab-
suid as not to desetve a sefutation.  The plain
fact i3, that death ens this moital tife; and the
movrent we die, we entes upon an unchangesble
ot te inthe cfctnal wotld.  “This great work, then,
must either precede death, or we never can be
admitted into the unlefiled kingdom of God, 1Y
it precede dezth an hour, why not a year? why
not twealy years? why not nowe?  Certainly
God is both able and willing to cleanse us now;
and il we are not cleansed, we may blame our-
selues.  Christ shed his precious Lload to cleanse
us from ol sing God eapresly comman's us to
be Laly 5 he has promised to teanse us from all
unrizhtecusness 3 ispired men hisve prayed for
clean hearts 3 wnd car test pronounces tie puse in
heatt blegead,

That we vuy attain puiity of heatty let ue feel
the necdal ity ard uae the o means by which it
nay Lo cttainsle The principal means to be used
agey prayer and foith,  Preyer epens heaven.
Gsd contescendingly says to the nevdy sons of
men, 66 Ask, ond it 0 be rlen to yeurg seck.
and ye shell fed ; kaock, ant it shall bz oponed
to you” Matt, vil. 7. But how can we cxpeet
this sereat Wlesciaw, i we never ask forit? Wil
Cod foree it npen us? It discovers sreat good-
ness in i, to show us the need of putity ¢ sure-
Iy we bl not think it too wu~h touble to pray
fur the blessinz. Rt let us pray camestly, wnd
peisevcrs in praver il we receive a gracons en.
swer.
sanetificztion,  Faith parifies the heart ; and we
are sinclified by faith in Christ Jesus. We trust
in Jesus for pandon ¢ et as trust in Lim fir hols-
ness,  When we ¢an do so, the Holy Sphit is gi-
ven in lis cleansing influences, and the work is
accomplistied.

. Tie presciDaess wisedt nostily 1xon
DPURITY OF HEARY.

The blessedness of punty far exceedi sl that
can be sai:d upon the subject: itis better felt thas
it can be capreiseds  Of the pure in heait ous
text says, ¢ They shall see God? This may
imply two things, namels, that they shall have
pleasing discoveries of God, and that they stall
enjoy him as their God,

The discoverics of Cad, with w the pure
in heart aie favoured, refer both to this wordd aud
the nevte  In this werld, they sce him in all Lis
wotde: ful works of creation, in all his vaticd pra-
vidences, and in the pleasing dispensatictis of his
grace.  Before, they had neither caes tosxc nor
heats {0 undentand 3 but now, Lis wisdom, pow.
o7, a1d goodiieasy mvet Hicir ey es in every diree-
tion ; and whilc they sce, they love, adore, and
praise,  Ia the nect world, they shall sec lm ace
to face. Al bfs gloriaus perfections will appear
in a way uuknows 82 mortals 3 and the sight will
prove an cieilasting source of blesic:ness,

Asizht of God is accompanied with an enjoy-
mentof God. To see, frequently signifies (o 0y
A bage discorery of his gl stious woiks 2nd perfec-
tivng, unaccompanied with an enjoyment of him,
would net make us blessed ; but the sight and ea-
forment bring connected, our blrssedness is great
indecd! 1o whataver way we view Gody e cau
cirta him s onr ewa.  His wisdom directs our
steps; Lis power prolects us fiom danger, and
heli® us to do his will; his goodness su]:.plics our
wants; his mercy pardoas our sias; bis justice
maintains our 1ight 2 -Lis purity is commuaicated
to our heatts; and Lis glory is put upon us, 50 2
to make ug glorious.

What we now cujoy of God will be petfected
hereafter.  \We shall cnjoy him to alf eteinity,
O hlessed world! Lot us haston unto it! It'is
within onrreach. The way 123t is plain anl open

Iaith in J-sus is a nocessay means of

to ail.  The fonlest sinner on carth, by true se-
pentance anl a living faith, may become a pure
and holy suint § and every saint on carth, hy stea-
dy persevetance, may become a saint in heaven.
in the present state of things, ¢ we see thiough a
glass darkly 5 but then face to face : Now [ know
in part 3 but then shall 1 kuow, even ag also Lam
known.”* t Cor. xiii. 12, Holy Lotd (iod, pre-
pase us all for that werld of purity and happiness,
thiou gh Jesus Chirlst our Losds Amen,
MAN MAGNIFIED BY S MAKER.

Wi need not be shamed out of confidence i our
Maker, by any instituted comparison with the
vustuess of inanimte nature, or be overwhelmedd
with a sense of our individual insigniticanze, Ex-
tend the lisnits of the matcrial universe as we may
—m:ke every star a sun, aud every sun the cen-
tre of an expansive system of sccosdaty lumina-
ries, sweeping the immeasarable spaces with their
orbits 3 what is there in a!l this parade and pomp
of amplification to lowet, in the smallest possible
desree, the sentiment, that Ged has put honour
upon hisolfening, cr to weaken the d-Ji shtful and
1eviviag impression of the fact upon our minds?
‘This waverse of matetial things cannot think; uo
sensativa thrills through any pait of it; it is to-
tally unconseious of itself. “Llie sun knows not
i1is own splen lour, nor the lightnings their force,
aor tie oiv its refreshing qualities.  The earthly
wzild las no commurion with Goad, nor God with
e It yiells to Lis hand without perception; it
oleys without a principle of chivice. It “was not
made forits own sake, but for the sake of that ve-
1y being who can think, and fecl, and adore : the
sun 1 warnin, the easth to sustair: and feed, the aiv
1o refresh him it Lias beauty for his eye, ani mu-
s.e far hit ear, and grandeur to elevate and il
Liis spirity 3Q cutivus contiivances and phenomnc-
na of power and majesty, to leal his thoughts to
£i¢ wondrous Artilicery and to prostrate his uffec-
tious in his prescnce, under the weight of joy
and awe.  Letinfidelity contemptuously dis {:y
her rle.ncls. and their spacious sweejw; we saow
the being who enumecrates the oYjects with which
they are illed, marks their wondious concatena~
tion, and their scties of secondary causces and ef-
f=cts, axults in their lizht, meditates in their cark-
1ess, tieasures their orhits, traces them in their

ouists, connects them all with God their Maker,
makes thent subscrvient to morals, religion, devo-
tion, hojie, and contidence, and takes up, at every
new discovery, the song of the marning stars, the
anzel witaasses of the bisth of matesial nature,
who sauz together when the laying of the foun-
dations of the caith presented 3 new apd hereto-
fore unconceived mamfestation of the wisdom,
power, and hounty of the Gocdhead. Which, we
ask, is the greater—ihe single being, whether
man or angel, who sees, and hiows, and admires,
and i instructed by this dicad magaiticence of
natute 3 or that aatare itsclf, which knows nei-
ther that Wt is maguificent, northatit exists atal) ?
The arzument is turned upon the objector, and
the greatness of uctaic only proves the greatucss
of uatte— Hev, B, Hatson.

Wi, it avzil any of us how near we get to
hesven, if the door he shut before wme arrive ¢
How dicadiul the thousht, to bave only raisced
heing clesnally saved ! 10 aim well, and yet o
permit the devil, the wotld, or the flcsh, to hin-
det in the few last steps! Reader, watch an!
be sober—Dr. A. Clarke.

A Coxstox Mis-quoTatiox.—And when he i<
come, he will convince the world of sin, and of
tizhtoousness, and of judzment fo0 come.—Sce

Jobn xvi, & Acts xxvi. 25,



