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rj ils spring, wvitIî bis fierce eye upon île ho-
mr of teo prince, witiî a longr noiseless and
astic botind lie stood besido the coucl, and
âring te blade bigh in air uinseen and un-
ispected, struck witb the nihole nîiglt, of bis
ýy rit tle heurt o! tbe fcarless reader. An
mident alone diverted bis sure aimi; a casual
iovement o! tle prince's arm, which tbus me-
ivcd the blmv intended for a part more vital.
long- and ghastly woin'd was the resuit,.rip-
ng the fieshi clear down to tire banc, nearly
so %vole length from, the shoulder 10 the el-
ow; the blaTie rose int air again, Slow crim-
ined wuîh thre noble blood, te speed a second
nd a sumer thruist; but, every unergy olive,
Io and collected, thouigi in tbe midst o! sud-

,a pain and sîrange surprise, Edward amose
Smeet him, and, witb on iron grasp aven of
is wounded armi, ho seized tbe wvist o! the
-sassin as lie brandished tIe keon kaifo on
ýb, ad held it tbere fixed and immovable as
ougir it had beenr griped by a vice o! steel.
"LHa! dogt Ha! traiter," hoexclaimed in
voie-- ecear ase a trumpet eall, feeling at the
':-_e time with bis right hand for the dagger

hieh should ba-ve hung at bis own girdie, but
adiug it tiot, bo strucir himu> one bioni on the
iest witb bis ereached hand-one bloni ibat
auld have !elled a bullock. "Hal by Si.

rge! Die thus 1" and under that treunen-
ous bloni the wholo frame of tle infidel
lîraak pulsied, and as it were collapsed, bis
yes rolled wirdIy in their sockets, bis lips-

- ed whbite as ashes, und, hearing footsteps
usling te tle door, Edward now flung hini
ff with bis wboepower, that bie recled blindly
!ackward, wbiie the Prince reached bis own

1gcm from the table, aad quietly unshcathiug
tstood in an attitude cf perfiet majesty,

w;aiting if pemebance bis enea:y could aguin
zaiiy te> uîtack him.kBut, wvbile the villain was yet teetIing te ndi
oe, uicerîsin wbe-tb&r te fait or no, Wilfred
%shed in with bis long double-edged sword
r awn,in'his hsnd, and crying nu t in b is blun t
nglisb,
tgBy Gord! 1 k-ncw it would bo so! M~e,

[dog!" ran hi compleîely thmough ibec body,
[thut hoebang for a moment on tbeb!ade wWxch
Itransfixed bim, unril tle baron cast, bis cil
'with a blow cf bis foot, and rusbed forniard to
assist the Prince. A fhint smiie played upon
tho lips of the dying infidel, and lie mauttered
in bis owvn tengue, Il I is done-it is finisbied-
God is Great, aud Maliommed iii bis prophcÇ'"
aînd wiul tle words lie rolled over witb lis
face te the greuud, aud expired, d.-untless and

confident ti lie hnd won by that awful dcd
an immortality of bliss and glory. Scarccly
bud the arssassin fallen, and the brcatbi lad not
as yct left his body, ere Edward, faint front,
toss of bloed, and not thut only, but stili moere-
from the eflects of the poison with wvhich the
bltrdo of thre niurderer land been anointcd, turn-
cd puie as death, and af'er staggcring for a mo-
ment fell at full length upon the- couch froin
wvhici hoe had arisen ta do battlo for bis lifa,.
drew a long sob or two, and fell into n swoon.

The outcry of the chamberlain soon brought
assistance ; pages, and squires, and aged
knights, came crowvding round dia bed of thcur
loved Prince, and terrer, grief, and consterna-
lion oceupîcti ail the camp. Tite leeches, who,
hud exarmined the wouxrd and succeeded in ar-
resting the ffow o! blood, pronounced the cut
in itself trifling, and.searcely even sufficient
to accotunt for the ruddcn swoon of the stal-
wvart Prince ;but ut tire saine lime hesitated
flot t0 give it us their opinion that poison had
been used, and that untess some person coîuld
be found whowouid risk bis own life, by suck-
ing, the venom fr.,mr the wound, the life of îhe
young warrior magh't be considered forfeit.
IMianvhille, supposiug thata saliy of thoenemny
would be mnaie while thre camp rmaglh be deem-
cd in confusion, wn te the assassinution of
the P'riuce, the vetcran knights of the nreay
broceeded te get the bost under urms-tho-

'iId and pealing clangor of the trumpets, the
deep booming of the, Norman kettiedrum, and
the loud about of Il'Bows and bis! bows.
and bis! St. George for AMecry England !'
were biended with tho clang of armas and har-
ness, the trarpling of barbeti chargers, undt
ail tle din and dissonance of battle, se dear to'
those cars that bcargi not now, nor perceive&
any mortal sound-ifever tbcy should do se-
any more.

So sure it is that the burdicat and bravest
spirits, i-uirscd In dt; very lfip o! perid, and ce-
cusiomed te mncur the dead1iest dangers of oee
cspecial orÇer, wilI oftcu shrink, and tremble
at t1ie ffrst -neounter of something new and
strange-that it nias perhups scareely to be
wondered at, that of die gallant and deter-
mincd band, niho clustered round the bed o!
tbeir Prince, %wha would have rushed upon
deatit if lie came on the arrow's point or the
spear's tîrust, %vrho wvould bave baredl their
bronis undauntedly to the drend bruunt o! mace
or buttleraxe, ail nowv shrunk back agliat ut
thre idea î! drawing fromn tle veins o! lum-ta-
preserve wvbose life or crona or henour they
%vould have gladIl' mct deuil in thc field-th-,


