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8td laving with its clcar waters the sedge and
Willow-tufts that fringo its mnargin, and sweeps
Over a sandy eminence into the heart of this
W*ild sylvan solitude. That rivulet, for it is
Ocarcely more, that little hillock, are as it were
fi barnier of eight hundred years. There we
'l'ere in the very midst of the much vaunted
Wealth, the artificiel wants, the needîcas luxu-
ties, the wondors, the improvenients of this
Iltilitarian agre.-A littie space, which a child
Ittight race over i a minute !-and wc are here
iri the rude solemn majesty of the tenth cen-
liIry. Mlile ail lias changed, ail been imprav-
ed around, there is no sign, no vestige of im-
Ptavement, of change, here !-The widgcon
flutters Up from the reach of the stream, at the
tattling approacli of the modemn mail, just as
Oh6 did long centuries aga, scared by the gai-
Jp of some proud baroniel train-the squirrel

k8tps his acorn on the sae mossy limb-the
blue-wingcd geai flutters and screarns in the
O.ae tree tops-the great green woodpecker
8ends forth the samne wild laugliter as he wings
hisjerking flight from oak to oak-themighty
S1tag frays his new antlers against the self
'MTne trunk-and the sun peurs the saine rich
Yellow light over thc velvet turf, chequering it
Weith long blue shadows, and making every dew-
drop on the grass gleam like a diamond of Gol-
6eOttda, which lie shcd there eiglit hundred years
ego Nor, as the eye loses its way amiong the
"istas formed by the giant boles which stud
the upland, or rests on the dense brakes, and
bOaky dingles thick set with hazel, mountain-
'ah, and holl y, which clothe the side of evemy
tienl and hollow, does it reql.re any wide
4tretch of fancy ta, people those long aisles and
qleys green with characters appropriate to the
tîMes~, which are recalled sa strongly by the
"iature of the scencry. Wc pass amoss-growni
C-ross, broken perhaps and hieadless, and al-
tnost wonder that we se not the burly form
efthe gray friar telling his bcads beside the
CoOrsecrated emblem. We cross the opening
c'taomc grassy glade, or bridIc rond, mieander-
'11g with its sandy track through thc deep for-
SOt, and wa ean almast picture ta our eycs the
elOuds of rising dnst, with the bright gleams
'Ifknightly armour flashing from out its sinokey
Wrteaths, and lance heads twinkling in the
144neltine with lutteming penoncelles and ban-
4ers waving above all-we dive into some
4 %rksomne glea, the startlod deer, which have
41ts lurking in ils shadows during- the noan-
!ide heat, flit tirnidly across our path and van-
4ii ina the nearest thiekets, and we feel sonme-

I1ifl nigh akin t0 disappoinarmeft that we hecar

not the deep bay of the bloodhound, the merry
flare of the buglehorn, and the fell whistle of
the clothyard arrow, hard on the traces of the
quarry. Such are our waking day dreamns,
nor are we aroused fully froni our revemie, be-
fore the limits of old Shcrwood are behind us,
and aur rond has again emerged from the wide
lonely waadlands ixîto the bright and cultivated
chanipaigu.

It was a stIl and breethless inorning of July,
nearly the middle of the sevontcenth century,
whereon our tale commences-the newl y risen
sun was shining chccrfully among the rîcli
green leaves, and fllling ail the air with liglit
which was îtself of an emerald hue: the voice of
rny birds wvas singing through the forest, and
there was not onu breath of wind abroad ta
shake the dcw drops from the branchas> or ta
awake the breezy inummuring voice of the tali
trec-tops. Na hinan buings were in siglit, but
a thin wrcath of pale blue smoke miglit be seen
worming itsoîf up in graceful folds aimong the
stems of the great oaks at a small distanca
from the road, althougli a sudden rise of the
ground, and the ricli verdure of a clumap of
yaung hirch trocs, concealcd the cottage front
which it probably arase. From the samnequar-
ter there came frequontly the light and frolie
laugli of chuldhoid, the playful barkingr of a
dog, and ever and anon thc rich, sweet voie
of a girl giving vent ta the fec!ings excitcd in
ber hreast by th-at deliciaus summume rnorning,
in bursts of unconnectcd sang. Tihis miglt
have continued for an haur or better, without
the appeamance of any living thîng except a
littîs wmyneck, which was busily munnuing up
and dovn the knotty bark of ane of the largi
treen, prying into evcry cmanny in search of ils
inseet prey, and two or three graymehbbitsfced-
ing upan thc dewy grass, and limpingy lazily
amang, the mazes of the tufted fema-wheu
suddenly a louder souad, and anc entirely dif-
forent front those, witlx which the woods wcre
rife, came up the road from the southwad-it
was the heavy tramp of a horse umgcd ta, the
top of bis spced, mixed with the sharp and an-
gry clash of spur and scabbamd. In a ma-
rnent or two, the cause of the distumbance came
inta sigit ;-a young man, of some five or six
and twenty ycars, drcssed in the full magnifi-
cent costumeic of the court of Charles the First.
Hoe woro the broad blue shoulder scarf and the
black foather in his slouched hat, whichl had
been assumed by the Cavaliers, in contradis-
tinction ta the Orange shaulderknots which
tho Parliementarians lied horrawcd from the
liveries of their leader Essex. But the blue


