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HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812,

kea with a detachment of the royul artillery
under captain Cruttenden, with two ficld-
picces, a detachment of the rocket company
under Licutenant Stevens, and a detachment
of sappers and miners under Licutenant
Gosset, of the rayal engineers, on the evening
of the 3rd instant, T procecded on board the
Prince Regent at day-light on the 4th, and
the squadron immeaiately sailed ; the aind
being variable, we did not arrive off’ Oswego
until noon the following day. The ships lay
to, within iong gun-shot of the battery, and the
gun-boats under captain C.llier were sent
close in, for the purpose of inducing the ene-
my to shew his fire, and particularly the
number and position of his gons.  This ser-
vice was performed in the most gallant man
ner, the boats taking a position within point-
blank shot of the fort, which returned the fire
from four gumns, one of them heavy. The
enemy did not appear to have any guns moun-
ted on the town-side of the river.

Having sufficiently reconnoitred the place,
arrangements were made for its attack, which
it was designed should take place at eight o
clock that evening; but at sun set a very
heavy squall blowing directly on the shore.
obliged the squadron to get under weigh, and
prevented our return until next morning;
when the following disposition wasmadeof the
troops and squadron by comnodore sir J, Yeo
and myself. The Princess Charlotte, Wolfe,*
and Royal George,t to engage the battcerics, as
the depth of water would admit of their ap-
proaching the shore; the Sir Sidney Smith
schooner, to scour the town, and kcep in
check 2 large body of militia, who might at-
tempt to pass over into the fort; the Moira§
and MelvilleT brigs, to tow the boats with the
troops, and then cover their landing, by scour-
ing the woods on the low point towards the
foot of the hill, by which it was intended to
advance to the assault of the fort.

Captain O'Connor had the direction of the
boats and gun boats destined to land the
tronps, which consisted of the flank companies
of De Watteville’s regiment, the company of
the Glengarry light infantry, and the second
battalion of the royal marines, being all that
could be landed at one embarkation. The

*Montreal. {Nisgara. jMagnet. §Charwell
§Star.

lour battalion companies of the Regiment De
Watteville, and the detachment of artillery
remaining in reserve on board the Princess
Charlotte and Sir Sidney Smith Schooner.

As soon as every thirg was ready, the ships
apened their fire, and the boats pushed for
the point of disembarkation, in the most regu-
lar order. The landing was cffected under a
heary fire from the fort, as well as from a
considerable body of the enemy, drawn up on
ihe brow of the hill and in the woods. The
immediate command of the troops was entrus-
ted to Licutenant-Colonel Fischer, of the
regiment of De Watteville, of whose gallant,
cool, and judicious conduct, as well as of the
distinguished bravery, steadiness, and discip-
line of every officer and soldier composing this
small force, I was a witness, having, with
commodore sir James Yeo, the deputy-adju-
tant-general, and the officers of my staff,
landed with the troops.

I refer your excellency to Licut.-Col. Fis-
cher’s letter eaclosed, for an account of the
operations.  Tae place was gained in tem
minutes from the moment the troops advan-
ced. The fort being every where almost open,
the whole of the garrison, conisting of the
third battalion of artiilery, about 400 strong,
and some hundred militia, cffected their es-
cape, with the exception of about 60 men,
half of them severely wounded.

I cnclose a return of our loss, amongst
which I have to regret that of Captain Halta-
way, of the royal marines. Your excellency
will lament to observe in the list the name of
that gallant, judicious, and excellent officery
ceptain Mulcaster, of the royal navy, who
Ianded at the head of 200 volunteer seamen
from the fleet, and reccived asevere and dap-
gerous wound, when within a few yards of
the guns, which he was advancing to storm,
which I fear will deprive the squadron of his
valuable assistance for some time at least.

In noticing the co-operation of the navsl
branch of the service, ! have the highest
satisfaction in assuring your cxcellency, that
I have throughout this, as well as on every
other oceasion, experienced the most zealous,
cordial, and able support frow sir James Yea.
It will be for himn to do justice to the merite
of those ander his comwmaud; but I may
nevertheless be permitted to observe, that.
nothing could exceed the coolnessand gallant-




