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Soine drill inci bore
'lle SOUI Cari1 :, and front its strata ilîcre
lxtract. n eitr by NOhich %VC lenru
.l lit I le, wVllo muade it and rcveal'd its dite
*Fo Mo.swas iiiistaken in its aige.
suîmue. tmoure acuite 111( nmore iîîdlu«rious still,
Cuintrive creatioln travel naiture up
*Ts lthe Nilari peik of lie~r mililiest lieighit,
Andtu tell lis *hcei the stars ; hly soilte are lixi
.sitl plantiry suuîne ;wlat gave tiil firsit
lRuîaîioli, front %vilt founlta-inis il weul ilteir higlIt.«

Coù-'per's 2'izsk.

~~ ' I LOSOPHIERS and
sricntisîs of ail aues. but

7Hilorc especially of recent
iiies. ]cd on by natuiral

-~curiosity and an insatia-
Ne .rvn, for hidden

à -il kowlt:dge, have endea-
<:Ï~b~vored to fathom the

(~4?44 'iJ mstery whîcil seenlis to
\~s~~''Strrcould the origin of

the plaiiet tipon whîich
Providence pdaved thei.

lu thiis endeavor, after profounid study,
extensive researrh and prolonged re(flec-
tion, iiîauv liave fornitîlated various tlheo-
ries -.ccording- to -%Yhichi, iu thecir opinion,
a saîîsfaclorv exphînation of the carths
orilvin, înight: be arrived at, and the exis-
tence of the whoi(le.solar .systen be accouint-
cd for. The ilnosî plausib)le. ais ,Veil as ilosî
interesting, aniong these, and that to
%viiich the înajority o>f tinkiing minds
have adhered, is knownl as the _AbzIar
Ily1Polizesis.

T'his theory 'vas lirst propouindcd by
the (;eria philo-sophers. Swedenlber,,-
and Kant. and was -afterwaIrds uplheld,
but înodified, by L.iplacc, whio so tho
rouuhlly idenîtifieds iîniself %viîh it that it is
nitov comniotily caled i.alcstheory.

According to tuiis ceclbraited French
scientisi, thle carth ivzes not. crcated iu the
Stat in %vhichi it. ait prescrnt, exisis, buit
%vas üvolved froml an immiiense miass of
niatter by a scries or regular succession
of various causes, in rordance with cer-
tain well estzabllislhcd p hysical laws

-li uilare aIn bis 1 redccesso)rs conctived
immiienlse empty Npacc wlierciiu the

Authior of al]cil el. in his own good limie,
cîiae.dt anud pli cd a massivc globe of un-
solidifieci iatter. TFhis gIlhular manss of
incandeSccnt vajior, thiey supposed, inînic-

diately beîgan t0 condense and lose its
hleat, and, consequently. îîndernvent con-
traction at its surface. The Surface mole-
cules were thus broughit into closer prox-
iiiity, and the density of the outer por-
tions was ne&essarilv increased.

'l'le resuit oftis increase in density %vis
a l)roportional increase in the attractive
force of gravitation «hi i s exerted
uipon these surface niolecules froni the
centre; and, as soou as the attractive
force hlad increased 10 a degree sufficient
to overcomne thec resistance which was
offéred by the underlying strata of vapor,
large portions of the surface wvere naturally
drawn towards the centre of the vaporous
sphere.

In falling, hiowever, they did iiot folloiv
a direct path fromn the surface to tie cen-
tre ; but, althoughi the interior gais was not
dense euough to offer a conmlete rosis-
tance t0 them, nevertlheless, it opposed
thecir progress to an extent suflicient to
tumtu hem fromn a straight Une, and give
theni a direction to one or the other qide
of the centre.

TLhese incrustations at the surface ivere,
of course, irregular masses - and, as, a kite:
whien ils taau has been broken off flotin-
ders about in its descent, or as au irregul-
larly cul stone whien thrown ino a river,
inclines to cither side in ils dowvnward
path, so these masses of condensed ga-s
'vere driven io cither side of the strai-lht
line that wvould fall between the Surface
and the centre. Buît ilhat an equal nuiii-
ber of these conglonerations should have
fllien towards both sides of the centre is
hlighly improbable; so that it Was Sa-fe to
assume that a greater wveiglit wvas excrted
on one side of the gascous globe than on
the other, the remuit of which was a slow
rotation of thc whole sphere.
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