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Ber.ares is the great centre of tîxe idol-

makcing business, thougli in aIl parts of India
tlie trade flourishies. Potters, the day through,
may be seeil lu the sacred city, moulding imi-
ages of clay for teînporary use. Sculptors
also may lie found producing representations
of the gods iii stone or niarble. Carpenters,
moreover, make great wvooden idols for tjhe
temples; ami workers lu n'etal-goldsmiths,
coppersiniths, and brasswvorkers-turn ont
more or less highly-finishied specimens in their
re-spective nietals.

" Special value," one writer says, " attaches
togolden images of certain gods and goddesses,
wliile for others. copper or brass, or an allnal-
gain of inercury and tiii, is preferred. Sitala,
the Godess of Small -pox, is always represented
in silver; but the miost sacred of ail niaterials
for the manufacture of gods is a perfect alloy
produced by mixing eiglit metals-viz., goldl,
silver, brass, lead, iron, tini, inercury, and
copper.

1 have heard it whispered iii more than one
quarter, that niany of the idols that are wvor-
shipped in Inidia are nianufactured iii
England; but I wvould faixi bel ieve that the
report is ixot correct, for 1 do no. like to think
IIIof nyfellow-couxtrynîien. Miss('Cxnnnxin1g,
in lier book entiticd ''n luihe Il inlavas and
on tlîe Iidiin Plainis," speatkinig f some( uni-
ages offered to lier by a vendor of idols lu
Bemare-s, says, " I strongly suspect that every
little idol i h is basketw~as puire 'Brinnînmi.geni,'
anI not witlîout rezason, for it is currently
reporteti that Birminghanm exports an
ixnxnexsely large proportion of thme idols of
flindustan, and finds thcmn a very profitable
speculationi." Again I wvould remnark that I
hope the report ks incorrcct. If Uie people of
Izidia will have idols to wvorshîp), it is certainly
flot for Christian England to suppiy themu.

Wlieni speakimg of idols it shouid lie borne
in mind that iniages tuimed out by the potter,
sculptor, carver, or mianufacturer, are not
considered sacred or fit to be wvorshipped, un-
tii certain inystic %vords ]lave been uittercd
over themnby apriest. The cercmnioniyof"tlîe
giving of life," ab it ks callcd, to the imiage, is
a very soleiinxî alralum\an( wli ît is doue the

idol is regarded as holy, and nmust ever after-
wards lie approached and treatcd with the
iitnost reverence.

Out of miany millions of so-caiied gods in
India, ail of whoin. are counted wortlîy of
worship, three are regarded as specially
sacred, and formn the Hlindu Triad or Irinity.
They are respectively 13ra'hnia, Vishinu, and
Siva. 0f these, it is stated, the second person
of the Trinity only lias been represented on
this earth by human incarnations. Throughi
one or ail of tliese gods the Hindus believe
they :nay obtain salvation. J3rahma re-
presents the way of salvation by wisdom,
Vishnu, by faith, And Siva bi' works. It is
inniiaterial Nvhicli xrîethod is adopted, as they
ail lead to the saie goal.

And fromn w'hat dIo the Hindus wish or hope
to lie saved? Well, 1 can say, once for ail,
thiat it is not, generally speaking, froin sin.
"he idols are flot wvorsIiipjied for spiritual
blcssings, hioliness, and aids to moral culture,
but to obtaixi exemption froin the physical
evils ofl1ife-relief f roin sickness, vic tory over
ceielies, hiealthy children, wealth, good luek,
worldly gain, temiporal prosperity. Accord-
i»ng to the ph)ilosopicial systern of 1Hiiiduisil,
onily teinporal benefits are to lie ootainied fromn
iIoIs." T1'le Hindus have ixot yet realised
tlîat "God is a spirit, and they tîxat worship
Ilii mnust worship Him iu spirit and in
truth."

Soon after I landed on Inidian soul it was my
lot to obtain possession of an idol, under niost
intere.sting circunistances. Itw'as atMadras,
%v-here I hadgoie on shiore to visit a college
friend wholhad preceded nie to India by a
year or so. My friend told nie how his lieart
hiad beeri cheered hy a Ilind u, wvhomi lie kneiv,
forsaking idolatry, and becoming a follower of
Christ. I rejoiced wvith hiimu, and in course of
conversation 1 asked Nvliat the new couvert
wvould do withi bis old liousehold idols. For
reply I was asked if I wvofld like to possess
oue of themn, as a memiento of the event, and
of miy visit to Nladras. 1I promp)ltlv ansivered
"'Yes "; and my friend broughit f roui anoblier
rooin a tiny brass idol, andl, placing it in niy
liand, said. "'Take it, and Nvelconie. It was
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