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JOHN BURROUGCHS.

1. THE MAN.

Johin BuiTougrhs,- -%as borui in Roxbury, N.\ Y., April :3rd, 18:37.
Eis faither's farm lay in the lap of a h-igcli bald top niountain ln
the hilly region of New York State, and on the rugged sides of
"Old C-iumnp"* the boy spent inany at day tending sheep. School

privileges lifty-four years ago in rural districts -,vere uothing to
boast of, but such as thiey were Jolin hiad the benefit of them tili
lie -was t«telve years old. During the next three years lie -wroughelt
on the faîrm in the suminer and attended sehool in the winter.
Whien lie was fifteen ye.ars old. the desire for knowledge awoke
within himi more intensely than ever and his lmert wvas set upon
the study of ýalgeébrazaud gran umar. The problein niow %vas, o"
to secure the books. His father thougrh a fairly prosperous
fariner ilid not hold very liberal ideas on the question of edu-
cation. 1{ad not luis son lea«,rnedl to read and write ? Had lie
not, in-stcred Da«yboll's aritinnetie including the famnous "suin"
of the luire and the hounds? What m.àore couid be desired.
Evidently the books were not fort.hi-coingi froin that source.
But Johni Burroughs hiad too inuchi of the drength flsntv
his ln luis disposition to be easily discouragcd: aînd by appiing

suga unple ;uu sehi, the sweet produce Ile 'vais able to buy
the coveted volumes and sonie others in addition.

The study of algeébra nd gramnmar so whettccl Jolm's inent-il
;ippetite timat lie becanue desirous of attendiimjg a boa.rdliugi selhool
in an adjloiiugr town. At first the father consented. With the
.alaerity that is boni o? hope the son hastencd throughctl the Fali
ploughing. But when the tinie caine for hlmii to go, the, father

haigcountcd cost refuse(] to senti hmii. Ag.pin -%vas the lad
thirown upon his own rHore.fe applied for a, dist-rictschool,
secu red it, taucrli t si x imiontl is, sav ed fi f ty d olla an il ii the1 v-%,-i
ter of 18.5.3 attended the seminarv at lus own expense. For the

fo]9hýc tn eirs the youn« uman pftve hinisel? teacio aud
in 18641, at the age o? 27, lie becanue a clerk ii flIe treasury de-
partinemuit ait Waîshington, whiech posqitioni he hel tiii 147:3. is
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