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labels iridicate the difficulty experieuced
ini defraying the expenses of resistîng the
pretender.

But here the story ends, so far at least
as the mother country is concerried ; though
we cari pursue it further when we turn to
the pages of Cuba, Porto Rico, and the
Philippines. In ail three cases we are
showvr howv the baby bas grown into the
boy; but these series of stamps had only
a brief course to run. For the American
war broke out; and soon we find postage
stamps of the United States overprinted
with the naine of one or other of the three
Spanish dependencies. And in the case
of each it is curlous to notice how accur-
ately the course of subseqent events is
refiected on the philatelic page. Cuba
Nvith a Iovely sieries of its own, emblein-
atic of a new order of things; Porto Rico
retained as a lawful prize of war; and the
Philippines with. a stamp issued by the
insurgents, .vho are stili vainly disputing
with the United States for vîctory and
final supremacy.

On turning our eyes across the silver
streak, and taking notice of the political
ups and downs.of our nearest neighbors
during the last fifty years, it is instructive
to flnd how faithfully these events are
recorded in the pages of our albums

Starting soon after the revolution -which
drove Louis Philippe as a refugee to seek
the shelter of ever-hospitable Albion, we
have a fine series of stamnps inscribed
"Repub. Franc." anid sho-wing the profile
of liberty- In the riext issue the super-
scriptiori is the saine, but the image is
that of Napoleon. Ere long we have
another set displaying the saine features,

but a* momentous change bas occured in
the inscription which now reads "Empire
Franc." Then after the famous plebiscite
was taken and the prospects of a settled
dynasty appeared to be assured, a new
-emission of stam-ps took place, with laur-
eated head and the fullerlegand "Empire
Fr-ancais.» But such hopes were destined
to remain unfulfillcd, as we can percieved
froin the succeeding issue, made hurriedly
at Bordeaux, iihout perforations, roughly
lithographed, and with many varîationsof
colour. What a reminder we have here
of Sedanr and Metz, and Paris in the
bands of the commune! The series
wvhich follow tell of settled governinent
once'more; and their varying designs may
be regarded as emblematic of asn many
phases .in the constitution of the -Republic

But at the prescrit crisis in the history
of the Brtish Em pire, the student will
turfi with alacrity to the tale so gr;aphic-
alIy discloaed by the stamps of the South
Africari Republic, better known to us as
the Transvaal. Froin 1870 tili 1877 we
are confronted with the familiar square
stamps, displaying the arins of the Re-
public, more or less coarsely executed.

Then came the British occupation, in-
dicated for a tirne by overprinting these
stamps with V. R., and the alteredl des-
ignation "Transvaal1ý lu 1878 we have
a new- issue bearing the welI-known profile
of her 'most gracious Màjesty, and with
the value expressed in Eriglish currencýy.

A Sphere of British influence thus
becamne a British possession; flot destined
libwever to remain as such for long;
since the memories of Majuba bill still
rankie in our minds; folowed by "the great


