OLD SPELING REVIZED

NORMAL AMERICAN SPEECH.

On p. 160 we gave a specimen of nor-
mal or average distnct speech as herd
from the pulpit (in sam xxiii) in north-
ern Uniteg States and Canada. Belo is
givn a fable in distinct (but not forced)
pronunciation, as distinguisht from New
Speling or orthografy. It is offerd as
our contribution tu new editions of Aims
and Principls (see MF, Nov. '10) as no-
ticed on our p. 145. Old editions gave
specimens of speech in suthern and nor-
tgem England only. That of America,,
however, apears as Anglais &' Amérique
in Passy’s Petite Phonétique Compai és P-
126, wherin is much that is noteworthy.
But we hav space tu mention only that
before m and n all vowels, including both
elements of difthongs, ar nasalized; e
and 0 ar (not ei, ou, as in Sweet, but) i,
0%, as in Skeat; while your is yor, tabu’d
as ‘“‘nigger talk”’ (suthern negroes say
your, poor, pour, pore, more, door, floor, sore,
before, snore, etc., as yo, po, etc.)

Our p. 160 has many remarks on nor-
mal American not repeated here.

This fable has no exampl of clases
of words that vary (as ask, not) as sam
xxiii has. Askvaries from sesk (ain fa?)
tu ask (far). We requote from p. 206:

“The long list of words like fast has @ of Jat
with probably ninetenths of American speakers.”

The large clas of words, as stop, mob,
not, spelt with o in a sylabl stopt by p,
b, t,tf = ch,d, djy = j, k, g, has the vow-
el in far, which in British speech has o
in for. A few such words spelt with a,
as what, watch, yacht, retain a in far.

The vowel-gamut is:

Primary: 1 e o i
Seconda ie Q o u { Ful
or deriv *® a

i e a ° u Weak

Of vowel-pairs, secondaries ar opener
than primaries. In British speech, pri-
mary and secondary (calld ‘‘naro’’ and
‘“‘wide’’ in the Bell-Ellis-Sweet nomen-
clature) ar distinguisht by a difrence
~ of tension, producing bunching of tung,
in naro, andp flat and relaxt tung in wide
vowels, a difrence far les markt here.

Of weak vowels i and * prevail, while ¢,
° % ar comonly theoretic, tho often herd
quite distinctly. This is due very largely
tu pronouncicg dictionaries, and tu scool
ma’ams’ use of fonic methods, which re-
quire some definit quality in many weak
vowels, Let us requote from p. 208:

“Many speakers avoid obscuration, say-
ing, e. g., rekerd, ef°rt, moment, enimi.”

- e and 6final become ¥!, 5*, when folod
by a paus, and then only; so too in Lon-
don coloquial acording tu Ellis, himself
a Londoner all his life. See Chambers’

Encyclopedia ; articl, Phonetics.

8* norp wind and 3* san weer dispyu-tip
hwitl woz 3* stropg®r, hwen * traveler
cem *lop rapt in * worm clok. Je agrid
0%t 3 win hii farst med 3* trevsler tek
of hiz ¢ot fud br consid-rd stropger den
8'13*r. Ben 3* norp wind blu wid ol hiz
mait ; bat 3 mor hr bla, 3 mor clos-li
did 92 trevaler £561d hiz clok *raund him ;
@nd st lest 3* norp wind gev ap Ji stemt.
den 3* san (on aut worm'li, send in * fya
moments &* treevaler tuk of hiz clok. 5
82 norp wind woz oblaid)d* tu confes: 3t
8* s1n woz 3* stropger ov 3* tu.

A NEW CANDIDATE.

What symbol for the vowel in up ?—
Hithertu we hav uzed v from U or cut
from u, and A from A with its cros-bar
dropt. Neither iz ideal. We recognize
that the vowels in are, up, ar akin, and
that both, the latter especialy, hav afil-
iations with h, m, n, r. It wud be wel
tu indicate this by similarity of symbol.
Now, ‘a’ may be cut tu ‘a’—better, hav
the base strait, as at end of h, m, n.
This simplifies; and increases difrence
from ‘a’, and similarity tu h,m, n, r,
without conflict with them. In italics
the new form is the last part of %, m, n,
and first of ». Script resembls italics.
We giv specimens in two sizes of type:

Forgiv 1s aur dets az wi
forgiv aur detorz; hid 1s not

mtu temptesion; bt deliver
1s from vil.

Aur Fader hu art in hevn, haloed br
0ai nem; dai kingdom cam; Jai wil br
dan on erth az it iz in hevn ; giv 1s 3is
de aur deli bred ; foxgiv 18 aur tres-
pasez az wr forgiv dem O&at trespas
agenst 1s; Iid 1s not intu tem tesion,
bat deliver as from 1vil ; for ¥ain iz Je
kingdom, de pauer, and e glori for
ever and ever. Amen.

Let 1s du e praktical thing : Tek 3is
alfabet az a provizional besis, and pro-
sid tu get Je best alfabet wr can bai im-
pruving 31z leterz or selekting beter.
KEY:3 e 1 2 6 @ oi ai au iu
as in they see us eld rule oil aisle owl few

(Marking o or u is unnecesary in open sylabls

and some other definit positions.)
Alfabet: aabeddeefghirjklmnoprstuvwyz

%" For fuller explanation and Platform see
cover of Annual of New Speling (postpaid, 10 e,)
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