
The Seriptures in Song

amnidst îvhicli lic moveci, proclaiming bis
mmsage with stcrn, compelling voice.

The great prophet lovcd Jerusalem with a
1)assionate devotien. To hirn it -%vas the
centre of ail the movements of history.
Tiiere Jehovah dîveit, directing the wvorld's
happenings from Ris throne. God Himself
w'as t.he Defender of the cîty, im-parting to it
a s:afet.y 'which its unrivaled niilitary position
andl strong fortifications could not ixnpart.
Isaiah could not believe that Jerusaiem
would ever be captured. He ivas sure that,
however focs xnight threaton it, the Lord
would interpose and drive themn back.

Isaiah was the friend of kings. So intimate
was hoe with severeiga after scvereign, that
it lias beon bolioved that ho -%vas of royal
blood himself. At any rate hoe wns admaitted
freely into the palace> and nover hesitatcd
to offer to, the roigning monarch counsol,
warning or consolation. How quickly, for
example, on the threatening letter of Sonna-
cherib to Hezekiali, followed the prophct's
inessage of coxnfort and encouragement to
the king 1

From his watch-tower iii Jorusalemn Tsaiah
1eeld stirring eveats in the nations round'
about. Ho saw Tiglath-pileser MI., the
great warrior king of Assyria, swceping with
his armies over Palestine and placing on the
throno of Israol Hosea, its lnst king, as n
reivard for bis submissive service. Before
his eyes the siege of Samaria was hegun by
Shalmaneser and concluded by Sargon, and
the people of Israel wero carried away into
captivity and perpotual oblivien. Ie
watched the vast Assvyrian host under Sonna-
chcrib (coming ýup to the very walls of Jeru-
1salem, to be overwvhelnied with destruction,
not by any buman power, but by the angel
of the Lord. And nmidst ail the turmoil
and confusion, ho stood steady as a rock,
nover ceasing te, advise bis people and their
rulers to keep themselves frec from entangle-
nmonts with foreiga states and to look to
Johovah alone in Ioyalty and trust. That
way, hoe declared, Iay safety and prosperity.

Isanizi has been finely ealled Il the prophet
of fa-ith". Firm, unîvavcring trust in God
mis the outstanding feature in his eharacter.
Ilocauso ho believed, lie vas a strangor to
foair. He saw God in His heaven, and wam

sure that aIl was right withi the world. Uce
Nvas thc living illustration of bis own great
word :la quictness and in confidence shall
be your strength."

The Scriptures in Song
Rev. Johin T. Fans, in, The R~omance of tho

English Bible, tolls how in tho seventh cen-
tury A.])., Il a laborer named Çoedmon was
emplcycd at the abbey of Whitby, in North-
umbria, England. Ho was an ignorant
fellowv, and se foit that hoe was uinable to takce
part in the entertainmcnt of those who
gathered at the abboy on wiater ovenings.
It was the custom to ask eachi person presont
te sing, accompanying hirnself on the harp.
Goedmoa, after listening to tho songs. of bis
companions, would steal away fromn the hall
before hoe could bo asked to, take part in
the cntcrtainment.

IlOne night, after such an escapo frora tie
abbey, hoe mnust have falleil nsleep thinking
cf his inabilitýy to sing, for hoe dreamcd that
a voice said, C Sing to mce.' WThen ho
answered that lic could net sing, the voice
said, C Sing te me the first beginning cf
crcated things.' Ho tlîought lie sang a
hyxin cf praise te Ged.

Il C The next morning',--so thc incident is
told in, The Ancestry cf our English Bible-
' the stery cf bis drearn brouglit lîim bofore
the Lady Abboss, and hoe was found te be
possessed of a divino gift. For as soon as the
mnonks translated any portion cf the Bible
story eut cf the Latin text, hoe immediately
sang it te the accompanimeat cf his harp in
short linos cf Saxon verso.' The songs hoe
sang wvere written doîva, and as Coedrnoa's
Paraphrase cf parts cf the scriptures they
have corne down te us."

They say that Ged lives very high:
But if you look abeve the pines

Yen cannot soc our Ged ; and why ?

But still I fccl that His embrace
Slides down by thriis, through ail things

made,
Through sight and sound cf overy pince.


