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TORQONTO'S JEWELRY TRADE FOR
1881,

Prohably amongst the whole range of
businoss carried on in the Oity of Tor-
onto, none has doveloped itself more, or
been on the whole more fairly satisfac-
tory than {he Wholesale Jowelry trade.

This business, desling as it does
entirolyin artioles of luxury, maysnfely bg
taken as an almost infallible barometer
of trade, it feels the pressure of hard
times firsf, and s the Ingt to xocaver its
effeots, and it may be pretty safely assert-
ed that when this trade is prosperous, the
country must be ina flourishing condition,

The increase in sales during 1881 has
been more than fifty per cent. in advance
of the previous year, while the losses from
bad debts have been unusually small. As
a rule retail dealers have met their obli.
gations promptly, and remewals have
been the exception rather than the rule.

The Jewelry business of Toronto hes
now attained Iarge proportions, and it is
no exaggeration to say, that this city is at
present the centre of the Canadian trade.

The reasons for this large and rapid
growth are not far to seek, and may be
briefly summerized as follows; the nat-
ural situation,of the,city, lying as.it does
in the centre of the largest and wealth-
iest Province in the Dominion ; its un.
rivalled means of communication with
foreign marketsand home consumers, con-
sisting of seven lines of railroad spreading
fan likeovertheentire Province, and water
communication through the St. Lawrence
and entire ochain of lakes; and last but
not least, the enterprise and integrity
of hor wholesale merchanta, whose efforts
have placed her in the van in this branch
of trade,

Although tho volume of business has
been greatly increased during the past
year, the margin of profit still remains
very small, owing no doubt to theamount
of competilion amongst the wholesale
houses themaselves, and the great amount
of smuggling carried on in this desorip-
tion of goods,

The wholesale trade are pretty well
agreed that while the rise in duty would
nct affect them adversely if it could be
collected, that under the present condi-
tion of things it is simply an incentive to
smuggle, and puts the honestimporter at
a very considerable disadvantsge as com-
pared with his less serupulous competitor.

Experience has -proven conclusively,
that it is next to an impossibility for any
Government to successfully colleot s

high rato of duty on goods as expensive !

and smnll in bulk , as Jowelry and
Watches, and the trade genorally considor
that the Government should lower the
rato considerably and give the honest jmn-
portor a chanoce by placing him on the
same footing as the smuggler.

Tho aggrogate sales of tho Wholesale
and Manufacturing Jowelors of Toronto
for the past year amounted to $7569,000,
of this amount $194,000 was manufao-
tured in the oity, the balance, $566,000
being imported goods of Iinglish, Swiss
aud American manufacture,

The amount of Watches, Clooks and
Jewelry passed through the Port of Tor-
onto during the past yesr was $840,015,
being an incroase in amount of $181,868
over the importation of the year provious,
On these goods the importers paid duty
to the amount of $88,648, or an average
of twenty-five per cent., a rate altogether
too high for this desoription of imports.

Although there are fourteen jobbing
jewelry houses in Toronto, some of them
are of very small proportions, tho bulk
of the business being dore by the ten
following houses: Zimmorman, MoNaught
& Co., John Segsworth & Co., Les &
Chillas, P. W. Ellis & Co., 8. Stern,
Qarrier & Marsghall, H. A. Nelson & Co.,
Smith & Fadger, S. Fronkel, snd E. & A.
Gunther.

In addition to these the foiiowing firas
sell watoh materials at wholesale, P, W.
Eilis & Co., A. Kleiser, and T\ 8. Calp.

The manufactare of Jewelry, althongh
a comparatively new industry in Toronto,
hag increased very rapidly during the
past year, there being now not less than
sixteen firms engaged in its various
branches.

Some of these firms are very small,
employing only from two to three hands,
while the larger factories employ from
ten to fifty workmen,

The total number of hands now en-
gaged in this oity in the manufacture of
jewelry 18 178, and their products aggre-
gated in amount $194,178, or an average
$1,180 per man employed.

In several lines the home manufactur-
ed goods have driven the imported article
almost entirely out of the market, being
not- only cheaper, bui better in quality
and of a style more sunited to the wants of
this country. * Amongst the goods manu-
factured here, which competo on favour-
able terms with the imported article,
may be mentioned, gold chains of all

kinds, wedding, keeper, gem and signot

rings, lockets, ouff buttons, and watch
cases in gold and silvor.

The principal manufacturers are P. WV,
Ellis & Co., Zimmerman, MoNaught & Co.,
Welsh & Trowern, Arms & Quigley,
Hill & Houghton, W. C. Morrison, and
Whito & Son—these sovon firms employ-
ing 189 of the total of 178 engnged
in the businoss.

The indications are that the wanufac
ture of jowelry will be largely incrensed
during the coming yoar, ns sevoral of the
largor firms are making proparations to
enlarge theic promises and increase their
output of manufactured goods.

In addition to this, Toronto is to have
a first-class establishment for the manu.
facture of eloctro plated ware of wil kinds,
the first of its kind in Cunada. The
company which has been incorporated
under the nume of the * Toronto Silver.
Plate Co.,” is now putting up a handsome
brick factory, and expeots whon fully run-

ning to cmploy from fifty to seventy-five
hands. This will be an imporlant ad-

J dition to the manufactures of this city,

and will add in no swall degreo to its
importance as a wholesale market.

The following tablo shews the value of
goods imported into the Port of Toronto
during the past three years, and the duty
collected during the past year:—
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