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tutional free agency, his voluntary disobedi-
ence and consequent demerit, and the moral
ant physical evils thus entailed on his posteri-
ty, are fucts pertaining to the history of our
vace, cognizable by observation, distinctly
sto‘ed in Holy Scripture, and invelved in the
divine plan anl purpose of redemption.

This purpose was announced and that plan
partially unfolded to onr first fallen parents
before their ignominouns and judicial expulsion
from paradise—progressively developed by
succeeding revelations—and at length accom-
plished by the incarnation of the Son of God—
his divine nature giving to his voluatary obe-
dience even unto death, virtue sufficient to
compensate for the guilt, avert the ruin, and
secure the restoration to purity and peace of
all who, from the commencement to the elose
of time, have trusted, or shall yet trust in Him
as their gracious substitute, their almighty 8-
viour, As He died for their sins, so he rose
for tieir justification, 1nd now sits at the right
hand of God, crowned with glory and honour,
having all judgment in heaven and on earth,
controlling all agencies and all events, and car-
rying forward,—amidst the heedlessnessof men
and the wakeful hostility of wicked spirits—the
mighty and magnificent design of suhduing all
nations to His peaceful sway, and of spreading
throughout our world the grace and glory of His
great salvation.

THE NATURFE AND CONSTITUTION OF
A CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

(Delivered al the ordinition of the Rey. D. Gibb,
Russelitown.)

It now devolves on me to lay Lefo e Fou as intre~
ductory to the pecuiiar and appropriate solemnity of
this day, u few remarks in reference 1o the constitn-
ton and order of a Christian Churche  In downg
this, it is es«ential that at the very outeet I should
distinclly sinte, and you should clearly understand,
that, on this nnd on other subjects of & religious
kind, e the avowed Ministers and members of the
body, vsually denoninated Congregationalists, are
acustnred to refer to the Word of God, as the only
rule of judgment—the o. Iy authorized and condlusise
stardard of opinion and of practice.  We unequi-
vocally assert not only the 7ig%, but the bonnden
duty of every manto *search the Scriptures,”’ that
he may know what is the mind of the Spirit, and that
his ¢ faijth mav not stand in the wisdom of man.
but in the power of God.” We mawtain that,
abhuuzh in the scheme of Revelstion—in the cco-
inomy ef Redemption, there e mystertes which no
hanan sagacny can explain, and which are to be
rocerved so the exercise of unquestioning and im-
plicet co fidence in Ui who cannnt he, yet no man
who * ejres 1o feora the will of God, aund for thie
purpose reads with attention the sacred page—com.-
pares spinitual things with spiritual—and sincerely
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and earnestly implores Diving guldance and direc-
tion, can long remain in doubt ax te what, in mni.
ters of religlon, is eitker to he believed or to be
done. Ve hold it to be presumptuous and sinful 1o
claun or to exercise dominion over the consgiences
of our fellow tmen. This dominion belongs exely-
sively to God ; it is ours, simply to urge aund supe
port His claim to confidenea aud credity and pointa
ing to His Word as the test of truth—the sovereign
antidote to error-—to say withthe Saviour, *search
the Scriptures,” and with the Apostle, *“Let every
man be fully persuaded in his own mind.”

Looking then to the Book of God, fur a solution
of the question, what is a Christian Cburch ?—We
cannot tor a moment hesitate, either as to the char-
acter of its essentinl elements, or as to the princt-
ples and design of 3ts peculiar constitution. There 1a
a difference between ¢ ‘The Christian Church,” and
a ¥ Church of Christ.? The Christian Church, s
the whole community ol Christians, mutually con-
nected by their adherence to the same principles,
their endulgence of the same hapes, their posses<ion
and manifestation of the same distinctive elements
of individual character. Their number may be so
large, as not to ndmit of their asscmblage in onn
pleee—or even in many places ;—they may be lo-
cally divided—seperated by intervening distance ;—
hut thus does not affect the oneness of their fajith—

of their hope—of their spiritual baptism ~—of their

‘re!a'innship to God, as the Father of all—and to
| leaven as the place of universal gonvocation. In
their collective and agaregate capntity, they consti-
tute the < Church of the first-born”—¢ the Church
of God, which he hath purchased with hisown
{blood.”” To this Church, all belong, who have
**helieved on Christ® who *¢love him in sinceriy”
~—who ** obey from tk:. heart the gospel which they
have received.” Howevéer mutu i  distinguished
by subordinate diver-itics of opimwn and practice,
and whatever be their varied designations amongst
men, they are ““all ane in Christ.>> They may
dwell in Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, Phillippi, Co-
losse, Thessolinica. They mey be ¢ scatered
abroud,” ¢ howing no certain dwelling place”—
shill they constitute, in the sight of God, and in the
view of eternity, one fomily. A moral likeness per-
vades the whole,—all live under the same ¢ well
kncwn lawe of love and righteousness”—all enjoy
t.c same privileges, and entertuin the same glad-
dening prospects.

A Church of Christ is just a part of this great
whaole, consisting of ae many as can convenicnily
acsemble together, and hold communion with cach
other in the ordinances and excrcises of socia
religion, ‘The part is distinguishied from the whole,
only by degree. Viewed as a whole, they ey be
called ¢ the Church of the living God.”  Viewed
separately, they may be designated ¢ the Churches
which are in Galatlis”—* the seven Churches
which are in Asia®®—¢ the Churches” throughout all
Judea, and Guililee, end Samaria; and each of
these, consisting of true Christians, is a Church of
Christ.  In sucha community, none but such as are
Christians indecd, can be included. The primitive
Churches are addressed as *¢saints”—as  “ faith.
ful?—they are described as having ““believed
through grace’>—as hsving heen *¢ born again’—
¢ quickenea together with Christ”—* alive unto
God”— new creatures in Christ Jesus”—* a pecu-
liar people. zeatous of gzood warks” They océnpy
a relating of contrast and of influence fo the rest of
mankind, If these are “ in darkness,” ¢ they are
“ the cluldren of the hight and of the day 3°* if these




