THE CANADA

LUMBERMAN.

TERRIBLE BUBH FIRES,
THOUSANDS OF 8QUARK MILKS BURNED AND
LAID WASTIL

Dgrnoir, Yept. 9.~ The nccounts which aro
hourly coming inas to tho ravages of the for-
st firos show that thero has been very little, if
any oxaggeration in tho matter. The high
winds that provailed cut off nearly overy means
of escape. Large burning masses wero lifted
up and bomo to great distauces, starting fircs
in fresh places, and adding to the destruction,
At Frecing tho unfortunate people, most of
whom aro Poles, wero caught in a fire-trap, and
literally roasted alive, together with their cattlo
ang horses. Asa ruls thoy were all new sottl.
ers, Numbers of them, blinded by tho smoke
and crazed by the fury of thoe flames and the
agony of their sufferings, cither diod of their
injurios or committed suicide. At least 300 aro
supposcd to havo perished.

The following villages have been completoly
burnod down :—Bad Axe, Verne, Forest Bay,
Richmondville, Charleston, Anderzon, Decker-
ville, Harrisville, and Sandusky. Tho follow-
ing have been partly Lurned :=—Port Iope,
Mindon, and Ubbey. The loss in the villages
i8 ag nothing to that in tho country, which is
simply incalculable. The exaet Joss of life can-
not yot be adequately ascertained, and the
amount of damago done to property can only bo
roughly cstimate

At Parig, near £ ort Sanilac, up to last night,
forty-five corpses, ncarly all those of Poles,
wero found within a mile, many persons being
still missing. In tho whole settlement there is
not ono building loft. Houses, crops, fences,
all havo disappeared.

South of Forestyille from the lake back sovon
miles not ono house is loft to the square mile.

QOno man at Cato loscs §10,000 in grist mills,
store and hotel. IHecre tho settlers are nearly all
Germans, and nowcomers, and all have been
burned out. The fire swept their property off
like a hurricane, and drove many of them like
sheop into the Inke, whero thev perished miser-
ably.

In Delowaro township the peopls and cattle
erawded to the lake shore. Men, wotnen, and
children havo lost eventho clothes thoy stood up
in, and the unfortunate cattlo have had ther
very hides burned through.

In Huron county tho same has happened.
One man driving threough Huron county dir-
ectly after tho spread of the fire, reported that
he bad met five women entirely naked, each
earrying a child. Hogavo them two flourbags to
eover themsolves with. A farmer saved his
fawpily, consisting of his wafo and eight childron
by taking refuge in o ficld of buckwheat. A
poor Woman in his neigzhbonrhood endeavoured
$0 savo herself and children by digeing a holo
and covering them as best «he conld with her
hands. Thoy wereall subsequently found dead.
The littlo oncs had therr heads burned off to
the shouldere. Tho loss of cattle aud animals
is jmmonse. Twenty head of cattle were found
in » half.acro lot dead. Ammals aro strewed
in all directions.

In addition to the dead, which are cstimated
at from 700 to 1,000, fully 5,000 persons have
been renderod homeless, of whom many are
abgolutely without shelter,

NearSanilactownship, northwards, the people
did not know any fire was near them until it was
on them, and all had tu run for the lake, and it
being but ashort distance all reached itinzafety.
Jobn Kerr and famnly wero aslecp when their
bduilding caught, and a nesghlour seeing it ran
and woko thein, and they =uccceded in saving
their house, but lost all elxe.

Mrs, W. Burgess got seperated fro; 1 her hus.
band and lay all night in a ditch. Another per-
aon 1aid down 1n a wud-puddle and 1owled over
allnight. Largo partics of men have been de-
tailod to bury the dead animals lesa their corpses
should broed a pestilenco.  Tho task of burying
the hunan beings has i many cases been left
to strangers, of whom one man reports that ho
zaw 116 persons burned.  Inono place ho saw
four wagons boaring cight coftinx, and ono man
walking behind alone, 1t was lus entiro family.
Anothor man was following three coffina

Tho wholo of the Sanilac bumt rejon has
boen traversod by Rev, Z. Grenfell, Jr., pastor
of tho First Baptist Church lhere.  Ho reports
tha tho horald of the approach of the fire was

darknoss and o copper.coloured appoarance of
thosky, Later it changoed to a 'leop red, and'
by two o'clock on tho afternoon of Monday it
beeamo ro dark that lanterns woro r nocossity
in ordor that people might find their way out
of doors. Mr. Gronfoll rolates tho story of a
Mtr. J. Jenks, who said that the darkness was
8o intonso that in passing his hand befors hisface
it could not bo scen.  In tho woods wore many
dead of overy age, and presenting tho rovolting
appoarance of bodies which are scorched and
charred by fire, The skill and courage of men
scemod impotent to cambat such flames, and tho
flecing people wore caught in fire traps and
roastod as woro their lve stock. Mr. Grenell
tells of ono farirer who was ploughing with his
oxon o fow milos from Sand Beach, who, per-
coiving tho approaching darkness, started for
his house. Reaching their he fouud that his
wifo had gone to s neighbour’s. Ho took two
children and gave three others in chargo of his
eldest daughtor, Boforo travellng many rods
they found themselves cut off by tho flames,
Ho turnod in suother direction and escaped with
two childron; tho thres children and the
daughter wero found tho next day all of a heap
and charred boyond recognition.

William Humphrey, o mail carrier between
Argylo and Elmer, startod on his routo on Mon-
day. Midway ho was stoppod by the flamey,
and unhitched his horse from tho waggon.
Mounting his horse with tho mail bagsho turned
hastily back. Tho horso found its way back to
Argylo without mnail-bag or rider. A tag was
tiod to his main and ho was urged back over hix
usual route. Ho reached Elmer, but Hum.
phric’s body was found buried in tho woods in
ono place and tho half consumed mail-bag in
another, 'Tho wagon was found reduced to
cindors.

At Port Huron the following appeal has been
published by the authoritics :—

*Our country has been devastated by fire.
The suffering is beyond description—people in a
starving condition. Will tho people of Cannda
lend aid ! Wo neod sced wheat, provisions and
clothing. Orders havo been reccived from the
Sccrotary of tho Trcasurer that all goods for
this purpose will pass free of duty.”

THE IARRY S8OUND FIREM.

The district of Parry Sound has passed through
an oxperionco during tho past three weeks which
will nover bo forgotten by the inhabitants, who
have been kopt in constant dread of tho flames
which day and night have covered tho sky with
volumes of smoke 8o denso that tho sun has
nover appearcd but as a groat rod ball, shom
of its brightness though not of its heat, No
rain has fallon of any sccount since June, and
undor tho intense heat oven the streams of this
wellswatored district have failed. From Mr. J.
C. Miller, M.P.P. for Muskoka, who is the
head and chief proprictor of the Parry Sound
Lumbenng Company, a Globe roporter has ob-
tained as raliable information as is at present
available on the extent of the fires and the de-
struction caused by them.

What tho destruction is, ho says, will not bo
known until tho smoko clears away, for tho
fires are still burning in overy direction, and a
strong wind, which may at any time spring up,
may incroaso tenfold tho devastation wrought
thus far. Tho fires bura in every direction, and
thoro is scarcely a square milo out of more than
two thousand in this aven but is sonding up its
contribution to tho grest pall of smoke which
lays over the land., Boyond tho multitude of
minor fires which at any time may develop into
great confiagrations, there have boen five or six
great fires which have como prominently under
his notico, The first of theso was sturted by a
settlor in tho township of Fuller, in the month
of Juno, on the north-western road, a fow miles
from Parry Sound. During tho drought of
July this fire burned in aa casterly directionover
a belt from half a milo to a milo in width acrvss
tho northern part of the township of Macdou-
gall, and sftor devastatating the lands of tho
Parry Sound Lumberiug Company, passed into
tho township of Ferguson, swoeping nway a
largo area of forcst in the limits of tho Ontario
Bauk. Anecast wind then drove it back into
tho township of Cutting,where it is now raging.
In all this firo has burned over 15,000 acroa of
very fino timber country.

Anothor firo on the ShawanahaRiver has

awopt over the larger portion of the township of
that name,

A firo broko out Iately on tho Nashcoutcong
River noar Bying Inlet, an! buming along both
sidos of tho stream, ran south through the town.
ships of Wallbridgo and Harrison, enveloping
both theso townships in flanos,

TWO HUNDRED MILES OF PIRE

Along the Georgian Bay the Maganetawan
Laumber Company have lost heavily by a fire
which commenced thres weeks ngo and bumed
along a longth of thirty iniles of const by a dis-
sant island not yot known but probably from
#ix to ten miles, or over two huudred square
miles of territory. It is atill burning.

THR TOWNSHIP OF MILLS,

A very destructive firo originated apparently
in & crininally careless manner has swept the
township of Mille. It wasstarted for the pur-
poso of facilitating the repair of & Government
colonization road. 1% is stated that Mr, Kelsoy,
who superintonds tho ropairs on the north road,
refused to start tho fire, asho did not know, the
weather being so dry, what destruction it might
cause.  Mr. D. M, Card, Road Inspector,
it is roported camo along and, notwithstanding
Mr. Kelsoy's remonstrances, gave prematory
orders that the fire should bo started, saying
that they ** must Linld tho road and let tho firo
tako its chances.” It took its chances, and be-
sides burning out the crops and buildings of a
Mr. McVitte destroyed twenty-five squaro miles
of splendid timber yet uneold by the Govern-
ment.  Mr. McVitte, it is said, hay issued pro-
cecdings against the Provincial authortics for
the destruction of his property.

In tho vicinity of Parry Sound a firc was set
on an island either by n camping party or by the
Indians. Theo firo leaped acress the islets to tho
mamland near the Boyne River, and worked its
way up to within two hundred yards of tho
Ountario Bank Mills, which wero saved with
much difficulty on Monday ; the wind carried
it south cast across thu Parry Sound Road in an
old barn. Tho ¢ast wind on Wodnesday and
‘Thursday drove it back towards the Village of
Parry Sound endangering the village, and tho
large establishmont of \Wm. Beathy and the
Parry Sound Lumbering Company. A tele-
gram yesterday morning said tho danger was
over. The loss by theso fires is already about
£20,000, and tho Ontario Bauk Mill loss nearly
as much,

It is reported that over 3,000,000 foot of saw
logs owned by Cook Bros.,, and others have
been burned in the dried up bed of East River,
in the township of Chaffey, but tho exact truth
regarding this is not yet known,

By theso great fires between three and four
hundred squaro miles have sertainly been burn-
ad, but there are fires yet unreported which may
add greatly to the area. Thoy still burnand at
any hour may sweep much of tho territory that
remaing,  Tho gum forests on good land are
rarely destroyved, the fires confining themselves
mainly to r cky districts, green timber, and old
areas burned in provious years. Tho loss of
1ifo thus far has been nothing so far as learned,
and while clsewhere hundreds of farmers are
burned out, the writer has heard of only one,
McVeth, in the townehip of Mills, who has lest
overything, including a saw mill.  Fences have
everywhero suffered on the farms, and it has
been only by longr continued fighting night and
day with all the available forces that could bo
gathered together that tho flames have been
prevented from sweeping the country.  In tim.
ber the Joss has been cnormnous, and thus far
can scarcely fall short of ono million dollars.

The pino which is burned over, unless strip-
ped of its bark beforo spring, will be attacked
by the pine bores—Pissodes Strobi—a grub
about two inches long and a quarter of a inch
thick. This borer iv furnished with n auger-liko
probosces, with which it bores right through a
tree.  The noixe of the boring i3 quite audible,
The Lorer only attacks burned, fallen, or degay-
ing treex, the beetlo never depositing its cggs
utider tho bark of adry tree.  Searcely ono out
of all the trees now damaged by fire will escapo
destruction or serious injury from this borer.

o In regand to fires Mr. Miller thinks that legis-
lativo action is nccesgary. Tho present law is
a failure, and steps should be taken to securo o
better one compelling any farmer who wishes to

tho stipondinry Magistrato of the district, who
would if ho considoroed it safo to grant tho sett.
lor's request notify by letter all tho timber
limit holder of tho neighbourhood of the fact,
A precaution rould likewise be takon by notif.
cation in somo way of noighbouring sottlers,
If nothing is done, tho loss from fires in future
will bo enormous.

Mr. Miller could givo no information of a de.
finito character regarding tho great firew in
Muskoka, not being at all familiar with them,

THE MUSKOKA ¥IITX,

Mr. C. Duko, of Yorkville, has within the
last fow days rocoived two lotters fromn his son
Charles,who is farming in the Muskoka distnct,
in which aro given accounts of the ravages com.
mitted out thero by tho bush fires. The young
man writes fromn Utterson. In his first letter
datod Soptembor 1st, ho informnes his father that
their experiences of the provious day wers
“awful.” Tho had at last to fly for thoir lives,
Tho writer proceeds:—* The two houses are
saved and all the live stock, but tho barns and
fences aro all complotely gono. We came to
Titterson last night, and T am just going up to
the farm. I dread to go. I know it will look
awful. West’s buildings aro all gono ; Turner's
buildings, excopting tho house, are all down;
Fearon 1s completely cleared out —not an article
loft ; Captain Openshaw is similarly visited;
also Thours. Tho English minister's house at
Tort Sidnoy, and W, Clark’s houses aro gone,
but Mr. Crown’s is saved. T don't know how it
will end. Poor old Turner died on the roadside
after he was carried out,  Wo have have saved
the fauning-mill, plough and cultivator.”

The next Jetter is dated Tuesday night (last),
Young Duke says:—*‘T cannot give you very
good nows yet. Rain threatencd, but did not
come; and yeosterday and to.day tho flames
have been finishing Tumer’s fenceg, and the
sawlogs aro all blazing as I write, The wind is
blowing hard. I saw Fearson yesterday; ho
looks bad ; all his sheep wero burned to death :
overything was swept in the clearanco that he
lived in, but he saved his other barn and a hay-
stack., IHarvey had no firc near him.” Ina
P. S. the writer adds by way of a crumb of com-
fort, “You need not bo anxions, as T think we
are all right now.”

CANADIAN SE (PPING.

OT1TAWA, Scpt. 10.—Tho iscpartment of
Marine aud Fisherics has just jssuod a list of
vossels on tho registry books of the Dominion of
Canada on December 31st, 1851, From it it ap-
pears that tho nunber of vessels remaining un
the registry books of tho Dominion on that date
including old and now vessels, sailing vessels,
stcamers and barges, was 7,377, mecasuring
1,311,218 tons register, as compared with 1870,
Tho number of steamers on the registry book on
the samo dato was 918, with a gross tunnage of
190,159 tons, and a net tonnage of 120,141 tons
Assuming the average value to ho §30 a ton, the
value of the registered tonnage of Canada on the
$1st December last would be 839,336,510, or £7,
867,308,

'The Sorrows of Genfus,

Homer was & beggar.

Cervantes died in hunger.

Torrorco, tho dramatist, was & slave.

Dryden lived in poverty and distress,

Sir Walter Raleigh died on tho scaffold.

Butler lived a lifo of penury and dicd poor.

Baoon lived a lifo of meanncss and distress.

Plutus, tho Roman comic poet, turned a inill,

Paul Borgheso had fourteen trades and yet
starved with all,

Tasso, tho Italian poet, was often distressed
for five shillings. .

Steele, tho humorist, livedalifo of perfect war-
faro with bailiffs.

Otway, tho English dramatist, died prematur
cly and through hunger.

Bentivoglio wasrofused adinittanceinto a hoe-
pital he had himself crected.

Tho death of Collins was through neglect, first
causing mental derangement.

Savago died in prison at Bristo), where ho was
confined for n tebt of forty dollars,

Goldsmith’s Vicar of Wakeficld was sold fora
triflo to savo him from tho grip of the law.

Chatterson, tho child of genius aud misfor

clear afallow to]obtain first]the]permission of

tunc, dostroyed himself at cighteen,




