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BY THB E. P. B. POWER, 'MA.-

F 011 tliorongltly enjoyable and artistic humour, contîndu
us te 11r. Poer. lie is olla ef thue raeicst writers we'

inow. *T Jai pamphlet af wlicli %ve ilitetd te gi'e thea Sub-
Stanice is a v'ery geod spaciniien of ]Mr. Power's Obtyle, aud -n'a
wauid gladly giva it iii full, but spaco wiii tuet permtit.

Thte Chircli Plate ii suîîîpesed ta bewritiiig ite antubiography,
aîîd introduces ils te a wcealtuy .îiercltatt, .Iu1r. Oilstoîc, %t he
readiiy gives £500O for a silver statuette, but grudges
£3 10s. %% idi ]lis fair-ltaiîad. datghter 'NisiliLs his ta expend
att tha collecting.plate as a p'c:sent te tie clinrch.

IVe ara toid lieow the plate is taki to the chut ch, atuu put
into a greetibaize-box w id savural etitar plates, %vlien au iiua-
giîuary conversation ailsues, the oldest of Uic pilates- sayitug,, -
Weo nover stir uît of Lliose gueutu bags, exeept to aiaka
colleucits at the ulturuýl dt-ui, -Il, %tu kilo%%,eyL.ii
about the p'ueoNi 11 l oitiiîto; Luit wve ojiily htiew wivll
tiîey give, but iv/oit thty out.L givu; aud. VUry orteil Iwlq
tlîey give. As wuouas you autueige fîiîti yoiur bag cii Suîîday,
atla aie tetils itt the .Luri yua iu11i ;jo vwliat ut 11ruat api-
peurs kt bunibit aiLe auà tiic in Uie building ; but, oit
ieaking more ciasely, yen %viil discover that ecdi beain takas
the aj>pearanee of au ane. Yu iiill porcele thât vuli
figura Las a Sul ît ils Lils lianu] iÀit a pen ; aund a gulduii iuk.
lucre at lis. .'irdlc. Fui tliL va1 'n ili obbui % e that uae stucis
attulud to ecdi of -curt.îii eats; ti.osai aie the seats ils
Mhich %ve plates are puit, %niLli the ierseus %vlie sise uis fur -ùl-
leting ; aund wlîan the collectiont begins, yen %vili sec a briglît
figure wvalk aide by sida eçit h collecter, and. Standl by
hics at tue door. Lau :dlsi Nvill have an aî~'1attacliad tu
yen auul as cadi. patson, passes out, yeis, wi .1ebserv e the
iigute at yuîur aide manake ant cntry ou the scroli ; anid yen w iii
faci a curlions hissa of pulsationi îass ail reunid yo and %vitli
it yen wili fuel tîtat youi kiioýv ail about Uhc porsonl tliat lia-,
just given.~

'Thie plate tian gives its awn opuinion of tha Serini, alla
gues on te Say :

Our collection wvas te ba mnade at thto door ; ana as seau a:s
over the sermon çt as eaded, thc churchvardeiî caxtglit me uli,
atla nsoved thither %vithi aul aîced. Tliat ;Iur,;Ii-.%arLdcii ivas
a shireîvd niac ef busivessq; aud 1 sea salle that le had geoul
rtasers for inakingr sucli haste, for already lîif n.dozels îîueple
Iiad matsagad ta slip aolf, witliout cantributing anytlitg te the
gaad cause. ihey 'nere lest ta mie beyoud auy hope cf re-
cevery ; 1 wcxsder if thcy ev or tcought that they werejolers
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fiiemuiselvea. Tlîey liad escapcd fron silo, but ha hey
cscaped front the Eyo whieli secs ev'aryoue ?

On1 reaehing the d or I found, accordinta ta Mie plate's
îi'ards, that 10lat hiad looekcd sa liko a siu eaut %vis ini roallty,
a figure, and that it tinw staod lîcside nto. Theo pant was
dipped in the golden itidînirn, the scroli wvas utîrollcd, andî
the rcrding aqe~l preparcîl ta write.

They m-ero Itrîtieioailýy pour people sieur tho deor, so I at
iirst recaived very littie. Soma tuslied out rîîdcly ; a fow
gave pence aussi lalfpecea; andi elle id mati g-ava a tliree.
p)enny.piece. leur the greatest number appcared te tlîitîk tîtat
they hied ne coucera i vth tha collctton wiatsoavcr, altlîoîîgl
iiiany of thiit %%-crû the parenits of the chultireti aot whtso
beliaif the Seriloni -%vas îreaclîed. WoIl, I tliauglit ta iutyscîf,
itere's a stratîge tlitîîg-tlie iiitaiter troubliug hittîsell a great
deal iuiru about tiiese peoîle't; chltireti thaît, tlîey trouble
tlim theitîseles. Just tu tlitik how that good lisat i tu been
'îorking for tliecs&youtîuig eues, andi their awi lparetnts dou't
laut a fartliitg au tie plate ;anid 1 Iunked at so asille ta Sao
%%lictier the sctiba tîtat wvas nttaulied tu nte hll taklin aiv
tintica of the unatter. .Indeed lie liad. Tlue nissttes cf ail ivliu
paseîl were ivritten ulowni, atîd there ilas moinetbing lit oppo.
i4te the parenta' ianes, titat Qvidetly illeaut Sointviing par.
ticîtilar. It was juiet sucel a eroeked kiîîd cf mîark am une woîtlu
ttakc if ana bil te descrihe au iiîîgratefui itersoti l'y a mnarki.
1 can't tell wlîat it wîas like in -terdsq, but it looked an ugly',
sutspiciouns kind of thiîug, such as waîtld îîet bear faveur tu
licaven or cartît.

Do net thiîîki, Iiowever, tîtat ail ivas dlarlc.' No. ne0 theo
was a penny tlîat %vas saved duriug tha week by lioutg out
the candie, and roeking thte baby by the liglit of the fow
ellibers an thea lîeartlî and, tUsera was antiier tîtat caine
front avartinile at work and anotitor, that iuad beeti spccially
earited for tlîis occasion by tttaking ait extra ctibbage.nct.
And tîtat thireepetiny.picee ! 1 saw the figure by rny aida look
lia at thte tltreadbara matis that put it u; anîd the pan lIew
rapidly over tîtsol sua; and 1 cutld se thiat tha writing wvas
muore as if it had been ivritteut wvitli a sunheata tîtati anythin gcIse. Well it iiht; for fluat thirtadb>ire mval liad pmuehed
hinîscîf liard t a ie up) tîtat littia coin ; aldladu olrered it
before tlîe tiarone in lieaven, era lia caat it iuto the plate au
cadist. Thle old nian':s graîiddaughter %%as at the acitool; andi
ttcwv tîtat lie wvas losýiiîg lus sigltt, 8ite read te 1dm ouît of the
Bible-ejut cf thte Bible that alla %vas taugltt at scîtool ;and as
blie read witli the veice of her dead mothar-tto oId man's
otily child-ha thliiht the sweet wards wvere mliispered te
bla front anetiier weoAd ; and titan ba saw far, fuir away
l.eyond stars, and clouds, and ail that ineats tha martal, cye-
fat, far away into the gulden city vvliera friands separate tie
mure - and lîow ceuld ha icceive ail titis blessitig threuiglî thje
Seboeul, unid iet give ail lie cula te show luhs gratitude iu
deeds? Buît the pour peoîple waere sou gene. 1 wg lit te
liav'e had ut least sixty coitns, for sixty of thetin passad ii by:
Lut %vlieîi the last %vent out, 1 ]sad ouly tullected une shilling
aiud threepellica aliti tila tlîreepen.ny-puece was a 1'lth of titis

1 %vas next aj>piuached by a getlemaun who ]ou" c] coin-
fortable, aria .%ho 'n as conifortable ; as far, ut lIcat, as Itou-
body M'as coneerneul. 1 exipectetl a sovereigîi frein litti. If
the cliturelivartletî li.d Iot held me su tiglitly iu lus hîani, 1
altuost fait as ttoughi 1 abuould have gotua balf.wvay te iicet
Itit. Ife wvas a mîats right wahl ta dIo ; lie litl ne faînily tu
Support ; lie lîad mure thait ha kîsew %ç1îat tu (Io Nvitlî.
lie approaclted ina ; hae put eut Itis btand, anti drapped
a hlln jt iny lap. 1 lîcard the cliurcltwardeti
itutter ini the very jineat recesses of ]lis heart, "lSalisli
lisait ; atnd you'l go haine, atnd drinsk a saven-and-
>xpcniny bottia of part at your dimiter; ' une Shllinug' euly te

lieip te bring up aIl these poou' childreti; anîd 'seven.-and(-
mbxpeîîce' on youî' owns threat." I saw the white figure
calnily inaka its note u pat the scroll, anîd the selfigh inau.
passed out. "'la it poessible," said 1 tu nîyself, Ilttat a matis
cau bc round te spani seven times as îtuch upoîx bis awni
titrent at ene meal, as ha gives, after sucli an alîpeai, t.) tua
causa af Cad?" 'The figurie by my s3ide coua evîdently reati
xny thouglîts, fur it said i a lew vaice, "Self ' is a maclier
of the Lard."

That was an awful sentence, short as it iras ; anîd I shiauld
probably htave pondered long upeti its fearfaltiess, but thera
was ne tinte, for on came, almust traading on titis man's liecIs,
anotterb .tleman. This man I aise scannedt closaly as lie
apIsrùachC. me; and frein the brief survey 'îvlich 1 was able tu


