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THE ECCLESIASTICA
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soon a8 I get to heaven, methinks I would ask
for him, becauso ue spoko more ot Jesus Christ
than alt tho rest. I am sure I should want to
find out good Georgo Whitficld—he who so con-
tinuvally preached to the peoplo, and wore him-
solf out with a morethan seraphic zcal. O yes!
wo shall have choice company in heaven when
wo get there. “Thero will bo no distinction of
learned apd unlearned, clergy and laity, but we
shall walk freely one amonyg anotier; wo shall
feel that we are brethren; wo shall *“ sit down
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob” I havo
heard of a lady who was visited by a minister on
her death-bed, and sho said to him, “ [ want to
agk you one question, now I am about to die.”
“ \Woll,” sad tho minister, *¢ what is it 1"
O said sho, in a very affected way,** I want
1o know if there are two places in heaven, bee
case I could not bear that Betsy in the kitchen
should be in hcaven along with me, she is so
unrefined 1 The mmister turned round and
end, ** O don’t troublo yourself about that, madam.
There 1s no fear of that ; for unul you get nid of
your accursed pride, you will nover enter heaven
at all.”  We must all get rid of our pride. Wo
must come down and stand on an cquality in the
sight of God, and see in cvery man a brother,
before we can hope to be found m glory. Ay,
we bless God, wo thank hun that there will be
no separate tablo for one and for another. “The
Jew and the Gentilo will sit down together.
‘T'he great and the small shall feed in the same
pasture, and we shall iz down with Abraham,
and Isaac, and Jacod, in the kingdom of hea-
ven,”

Butty text hath a yet greater depth of sweet-
ness, for it says, that “many shall come and
shall sit dowa.” Someo narrow-minded bigots
think that heaven wall be a very small placo,
where there will be a very few people, who weant
to their chapel, or their church. 1 coafess, 1
have no wish for a very small heaven, and love

to read in tho Scripture that there are many
manstons in my Father's house.  How often do
1 hear people say, * Ah! strait is the gate and

narrow is thic way, and few there bo that find it
‘Phere will be very few in heaven, there will be
most lost* My friend, I differ from you. Do
you think that Ciirist will let the devilbeathim?
that hie will let the devil have more in hell than
theze will be in heaven? No: it is unpossible.
“or then Satan would laugh at Clirist.  “There
will be moro in heaven than there will be among
the Jost.  God says, that ¢ there will be 2 nume-
ber that no man can number who will be saved
but he never says that thero will bo a number
that no man c¢an number that will be lost.
‘T'hero will bo a host beyond all count who will
getinto heaven.  \What glad tidings for you and
for me! for if there aro =0 many to ho saved,
why should not Ibosaved 1 why should notyou t
why should not yon mag, over thera in the crowd,
say, “ cannot I be among the multitude i And
may not that peor woman there take heart, and
say, * Well if thero were but half-a-duzen saved,
I might fear that I should not be one ; bat since
many are 1o come, why should not 1 also bo
saved 1" Cheer up, disconsolate!  Chceer up, son
of mourning, child of sorrow, thero is hope for
thce atill! I can never know that any man is
past God's graco. There be a few that have
sinncd that sin thatis unto death, and God gives
them up; but the vast host of mankind ate yet
within the rcach of sovereiga mercy—** And
many of them shall como from the east, and from
tho west, aad shall sit down in the kingdom® of
hicaven”

Look atny text again, and you will sce where
these peoplo come from.  ‘I'hey ate to *““‘come
from tho cast and west™  The Jews said that
they would come {rom Palestine, cvery one of
them, evesy man, womaa, and child ;3 that there
would not bie onr in heaven that was not a Jew
And the Phatisces thought hat it they were
not all Pharisces, they could not be saved. But

Jesus Cluizt saud, there will be many that will

come from the cast and from the west.  ‘There
will be a mulutade from that far-off land of
China; for God 1s duinga great work there, and
wo hope that thoe gospel will yet be victorious in
that Jand.  ‘T'here will be a mulutude from this
westora land of England, from the western coun-
try beyond the sea in America, and from the
south . Austrahia; and from the north in
Canada, Sibena, and Russia. From the utter-
most parts of tho carth there shall como many to
sit down in the kingdom of God. But 1 do not
think tls text i3 to bo understood so much geogra-
phically, a8 spirituatly.  When it says that they
“ ghall come from the east and the aest,” [ think
it doesnot refer to nations particularly, but to
different kinds of people. Now ¢ the cast and
west"” signify those who are the very furthest off
from religion ; yet many of them will be saved,
and get to heaven. There isa class of porsons
who will always bo looked upon as hopeless.
Many a tune bave [ heard a man or woman say
of such 2 one, * ho cannot be saved: he is too
abandoned. What is /e good for? A<k him to
go to a place of worship—ho was drunk on
Sawrday night.  What would be the use of rea-
soming with him 2 “I'here is no hopo fur him.
ilo is a hardened fellow. Seo what he has
done these many years, What good will it bo
10 speak to him1” Now, hear this, ye who
think your fellows worze than yourselves—ye
who condemn others, whereas yo are often just as
guilty : Jeaus Christ says, * many shall como
from the cast and west.” There will bo many
that were drunkards once. I believe among
that blood-bought throng thate are many who
recled in and out the tavern half heir lifetime.
But by tho power of divine grace they were able
to dash the liquor cup to the ground. ‘They re-
nounced the niot of intoxication—fled away from
it—and served God.  Yes! ‘I'here will Le many
in heaven who were drunkards on =arth.  ‘Lhere
will be many harlots: some of tho most aban-
doned will be fourd there.  You remember the
story of Whtlield's once saying that thero would
he some in heaven who were *“the dovil's casta-
ways ;" some that the devil would hardly think
good enough for hum, and yet whom Christ would
save. Lady Huntngdon onco gently hinted that
such language was not quite proper.  DBat just at
the time there happened 10 be heard a ring atthe
bell, and Whitfield weat down stairs.  After-
wards e camo up and said, “your ladyshp,
what do you think a poor woeman had to say 1o
me just now ] Sho was a sad profligate, and
she said, ¢ O, dr. Whitficld, when you were
preacling you told us that Chust would take in
tho dewil's castaways, and 1 am one of them, and
that was tho means of her salvation.  Shalf any-
bady ever check us from preaching to the lowest
of tho low? I have been accused of geting all
the rabble of London around me.  God bless tho
rabble! God save tho rabblo? then, say I. Bat
suppose they are ¢ the mabble ! Who need the
gospel more than they dol Who require to
have Chast preached 1o them more than they
do! We havelots ol those who preach o ladies
and gentlemen, and wo want sume one to preach
10 the rabblo in theso dcgencrato days. Oh!
hero is comfort fur me, for many of the rabble are
10 come fram tho east and from the west. Oh!
whsat would you think if you were 10 sco the
ditfcrenco between some that are in heaven and
some that shall be there! there might be found
one whose hair hangsacross hiseyes, his locks are
matted, e looks horrible, his bloated cyes start
from his face, hic grins almost like an idiot, he
has drunk away his very brain until life scems
10 have departed, so far as scnse and  being aro
concerncd ; yet I would teil 2o you, ** that man
is capable of salvation"—~and in a few years I
might say ** look up yonder,” soe you that binight

:ar ! discern you that man with a crown of pure
gold upon his head? do you natice that being
chd in robesof sapphire and in garmenisoflight
That is the sclf-same man who sat here, a poor
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benighted, almost idiotic being ! yet soverciga

grace and merey have saved lum! ‘Ihero are
none, except those, as I havoe sad before, who
have sinncd the unpardonable sm, who are be-
yond God's mercy—fetch mo out the worst, and
still I would preach the gospel to them; fetch
me out tho vilest, still I would preach to them,
because I recollect my master saul, * Go yo out
into the lughways and hedges aud compel them
to como in, that my house may bo filled”
* Many shall come from tho cast and west, and
shall sit down with Abraham, and Isanc, and
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.”

DR. GUTHRIE ON ‘I'HIE MINISTRY.

At this season of tho year tho following para-
graphs from a recent speech of tho Rev. Dr.
Guthrio of Edinburgh, will be found extensively
appropriate :—

Look across tho Atlantic to America, and you

' find that there they aro compluming that all

the energy, talent, and power of the rising youth
of that conntry are going to other profussions
and mereantilo business instead of tho Church.—
Look across tho Irish Sea, and you will find tho
same in Ulster., Louvk to your own City of
Glasgow, in which Iam told, there isa singu-
larly small uumber of students coming out for tho
ministry of the Freo Church, Thatis tome a
most melancholy fact. But I do not wonder at
1its I am at hberty to devote myself 1o poverty,
if I choose ; but I don't know that Iam at liberty
to devote my family to the poverty ministers
must lay their account with. 1 do not want
wealth in the Chusch ; I do not want the Freo
Church to be a rich Church; I do not want tho
attractiveness ¢f wealth set up ; but I want the
repulsiveness of poverty removed. People talk
of ministers being spiritual men, but 1 wish to
koow if they think I can keep up a body of six
fect two and a-half inches on air.

It is very casy to walk about ministers teing
men of spiritvality,~I wish we were moro so
than we are,~but I would pray such talkers to
remember that we arc men of 1i%ko passions with
themselves, and like infirmities too. My doc-
tnne as,—Lord, lead us not into temptation ;
and I want cvery Christian parent to be dehvered
from the temptation to which I know some have
yielded, of turing away the aspirations of their
children from the munistry, and dirccting them to
noro lucrative occupations. And I want our
voung men of talent tu be dehivered from the
temptation of secing their brethren mado com-
foriable in other professions while they are ground
down with difficultics. And I don't want our
ministers to bo doing what I know some of them
aro domg, maintaining themselves on their pri-
vate means; on what docs not belong to them,
but to their children. 1 onco entered a lovely
Free Church manse. The minister, a most de-
voted, excellent man, who would be an honour to
any chutch, was from homne, and his lady in con-
versation told me sho had a son who had been
attending Edinburgh College. 1 said I would
be most happy to scc him, and presumed, on
lcarning that he had not been up last session.
that he wasin bad hiealth.  When Isympathized
with her on that understanding, 2 most painful
cxpression passed over hor face, and I, sceing it
was a painful subject, dropped it. I thooght to
wyself,—now thac son has tuned out 1o be a
mother's heart-break ; ke o her sons, he has
gone away with a mother's prayers and tears
on lus cheek, and a father'sblessing upon his
head, and has become tho victim of somo of the
vices of our lazge towns. But I began to think
again,—is it possiblo that that young man may
have been kepy there at home, aud lost tho best
year of lus lile because of the difficulty of sending
lwin to cotlege.  So afier conducting worshap al
the ian whero I was hiving, [ shd the conversa-
1100 on to the mansc and the minister, and sad,
* By the Lyc, the munsicr’s son was not at thy
college Ingt session, do you know the reason
why I Uponr which, to the credit of the man's



