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J3aptists of dear old Scotianci, thc mastcrly brother Sbcpard was giving
as severe a cuif to a very*largpe niajority of Disciples in Anierica. This
therefore, on his part, wlîcthcr his positions mocre defensible or erroue-
ous, showcd botlî courage and impartiality ; for who docs flot know that

1 s3-fir as congregatiorial policy is conccrned, the best samples of Disci-
jpies in thesc Provinces and the United States arc simply a second edition

of the i3aptists of Scotland withi slight, emiendations.
Nover hiowcvcr having proposed a defence of friend Shepard, we do

not now propose it. le is of agc ; hoe eau speakz for himiseif. Circles
of mouths previously to the utterance of his sentiments as publisheci in
this periodical at the close of 1856, wc studied te the full exteut. of our
ability and lcisure thc wliole question of thc ord*nation, the position,
and thc responsible, action of cvangeclists ; and flinding sundry concep-
tions in our brothcr's article vcry ncarly or quite corresponding with
our owvn previous conclusions, it w-as given to our readers aftcr careful
and mature refiection. So far w-c are dcidcdly pleascd w-ith the resuit.

'No strange, thing lias happencd,' if w-e are able to look rigbt]y over the
horizon. If out brother could make, a littie more stir, it w-ould not, in
tie long run, according to our judgment, be amiss. Let no helper or
opposer think that we arc fearful of agitation, providcd i:. springs out of
w-bfat is avowcdly lcgyislatcd by the iluler cf rulers. A Stormn in nature
is ofteu cf greater service than a eam, although at tumes our feelings
are not sp.ocialiy gratified on encountering it. The only question with

usin titis case, is, whcthcr many or any of us arc sufficiently advanced
ha1tIc things of thc Spirit' to, rcap markcd advantage froni sucli a

Stormn.
Wc propose in these papers to develope with more or less distinctness,

and sustain, the following items:
j I. That the mucli vaunted independence of ecd dhurch is a senti-
ment eharged with illegitimate wisdom, and not maintainable by the
divine seriptures.

2. That the phrase 'authority of the clînrel' is chiefly if flot \vbholly
begotten by ecclesiastie jargon, and that said authority is not only

unscriptural but anti-scriptural.
3. That whaft we cail 'rtie decisions of thec durci' are te, a greater

or lcss extent fragmentary scraps of papal pretension.

4. That evangelists-wc, mean those tauglit and at work by the
Christian Statutes-are ini these days as mnch like primitive evangel-


