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atmlosphcere rouind abouit thieml is alwatys coILI, and hecavy, andi Chiiling, anîd
xnisty. No birds of' 1'aradise flassh and sing abouit thein, nîo beauitifiul flowers
enainel and perfuxue tlheir èuot.stel>s, nlo shilling ones talk -withi theni, no sunt-
beamns play abouit themni; the City of' gold, and pearis, and preejous stones never
gliimiumers ini thie distance ; on the contrary, the turrets of DolibLing Cilstie
loomu1 throligh thce mlist, andIL its gloomny por-tcullis gr-ates on1 the car as every
nlow and theni Giant ])espair walks ini and out. The pilgriinîs thit travel. in
titis unhappy territory are gloomny amif anxious. They mander abouit, auid
they scarcely knowv wlîether thiey are going furward or backward, hecavenlward
or earthward.

Evidently Christian joy cainnot live ini sncbi an atmnospliere as this. TheC
cold shivering imists of doubt suflicate it ini a momient. Christian joy mecans
a coîisciousneuss of sin fourgiveii, ait inward peace and satisfaction arising fromi
reconciliation Nvithi Cod-it lmeans fefflowshilp wvih Jesus and a. good hope of
hecaven. 0 ye Christian douibters! joy cainmot be yours until you. get into a
sunniiier and inore flowery r-egion.

9. he i)rev'aleice (if ficble experience Inlay be assignied as anlother reasoni.
A Condition not su imucili one of douibt, as une of' iifàciey. Religion lives ini
Christians of titis ciass, but iL onlly just lives. Faitlh and liope, and love and
joy -are there, but that is ail. Tlîey înlay be seeîî as the highit of the glov.
worm>- but nuL flt as the lighit of dhe siln.'u ]Peligion hives on1 sulfferance. It
is a suibordiniate, imot a, cont.roiling principle. Chirist is in the lowest rooni,
the world iii the hlighiest andi bes t.

3. Christian joy is inot nulfreuCnfl(ily stunted iii its go'I y a dlefectivc
tlicology. Somne guuod pl)i>e are alnîlost as iiiiuch af'raid of joy as they are ()f
sin. Ihey dîmiik that t1arkmmess is mnuchl mnure pîrofitable to the soul titan iit.
That thie work of God in the huart is mnuchei more surely carrieci on during a,
staite of iinw,«ard sufférimg. Ihat anguishi, and Pain, anid distress are far more
beneficial to the souil titan juy. Chiristians -arc said to be ini far greater peril
lu a, seasonl of recligions enjoynment, thtan ini a tinie of general. barreiniess; and
they illustrate thecir doctrine Nvithi the prudential rcnmark, that the Tempter
suffers a vessel Nvit1i a wortmIcss cargo to pass unnuiiticed, but that lie bears
down 011 a, richily-freighited prize ship. 0< ," sa.y they iiost illonitoriafly,
"ta.ke care of your joys ; piii are safe enloung in your borrows. Cloudy

-weather is the surest sailing for the Chriiistiani."
\Vi hlave for sonie. ille hiad die Conviction thiat a, Ilan'is initellig, ence is

the mleasuire of lus experIienice, thmat thc mlensure of his recligious enjoymnlt is
detcrninied by bis b1elief, 1and thlat the level of the one, Nvill, ini all ordiniary
Cases, be thiat of the aller. H1e Nvhose views of the Spirit's witncess aire Cou-
fiistid, will liave on flic saute v'ital point ai confusion of experience; and hie
Iwho lookzs lipon Christianî joy as a, dangeiirouis thing, will not be overstocked
*withi thmat preejous fruit of tlie Spirit.

But whcre (I0 the Seriptulres represent Christian joy ats a, dangerous
cinotion? No wlicre- On thie contrary, it is the subjeet of Ilnvaryingr euiogy
aid coinnnand. "Thie kzingdçiii of God is righitcousness, pence, auîl,>'- Whiat?
Cloud and shiadow ? iNo. " Joy ini the lIoly Ghiost." '«The joy of the Lord
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