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cip1te of reai-oigi( in o>ppositionI to plaiiily and soleinly ordaiined
usages and sacred institutes.

1 arn w-illitig, brother Allen, to give to your rcasonlngin ail (lue re-
gard, andl 1 have no doubt Lut wvhat yoti have writteiî is as inucli
to the purpose as any man mat adduce ; but yoti will sec that
ivihile Nve equsally agree that the strongest evidence which can be
achluicedl ougit to bc denianded, the only question of momtent is,
W bat is the strongest evidence ?

1 wiill admit that if tliere is any grouinc to suspect the sincerity of
the applicatît, or aiiy intimation of any improper motive irnpelling
Min to solicit the orditiance, 1 wotild sift hini to the bottom, and ont
suspicions evidence, say to hiîn, Go and bring forth, fruits worthy of
your profession. But w'here there is no grouad of suspicion, and tixe
person frecly cornes forivard and solicits baptisin upon a, solemni
declaration of~ what the etintch professed, I1 xvould say nothing should
inider his baptisai, and no experience be inquired after. ,.A person

cati have littie or no christian experience until lie is born of water as
wehi as of tlicSpirit; and it (Ioes appear to ine preposterons to denatid
the exçperience of a cliristiani frorn a person who lias niot vet put on
Christ, not dead to sin, iior buried, nior riscîx withi Cliri.gt. ' hen a
Itersoit bas corne ont of the bath of regeneration, and bas been born
of the Spirit anvd the wvater, we lookz for the experience of a christian ;
but it w'ill take nioie logic titan ail the colleges ini your state possess,
to pcrsiizado nie it is reasoniable to demand a narrative of ehistianl es-
perience froin a persuri Nvlio lias niever publicly conf'esscd tic Lord
Jesuis, nor atssuiied bis namue. Yours, îniost affectionatcly,

EDI [TOR.

G B IT LTAR Y.

WILLIAM BALL1ANTINE;r, an aged and vencrable president of
thie church of Christ, ini Phîiladelplia-one of the most learncd and
amiable of the advocates of tixe ancient faith-after a long and
painfiil illness, whîichi lie bore with christiant fortitude anid resignation,
felI asleep ini the hope of ininîortality ont tie morning of the 4th day
of January last, 18-3(,

le xvas wcell known ini rnglaiid, Scotland, and Ireland, as a labo-
ions minister aimong the Indc1,endeîîts, andi Scotcb Baptists; and
fè,r!soiic ýcars afler bis arrimia ini ths country he laborcd ainongst
thec I3aptists of i>ennsylvania. J3ut a fewv ycars since, becomning,
aLcquainitcd( %witii the I)riluCil)ILS of the prcscnt reform ation, lic cordial-
iy cîibraccd theui, and gave tlhem not only bis cordlial suffrages
but, to the utitiost of bis ability, laboured in thie cause. le wvas
emiiicntly skilk.d iii tlic original tongues, a most excellent lecturer
ont language and the IfLoly Seriptures; and1 we trust thiat the seed,
m bich hie bas scatîered iu a long hif0 devoteci to the Lcrrl, mwill rcsult
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