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to proceed immedivtely to complete the work inside aud outside, inciud’ag three
aoats of qood paint. In cases’ln which a single contract could bo made for the
entire work, this should be done, a8, generally speaking, the multiplicity of con-
racts is found to mean a large additional outlay. Butwhon this cannot be done,
the prece-meal system, tho plan of ** litile by little,” should be adopted, and a
grand result would soon he insensibly accomplished. A good plan should invaria-
bly he secured, nod a pleasant site if possible. Great pains should he expended
on the ccllar, and none but persons who understand building them should be ail-
lowed to have anything to do with the ercction. We have soveral congregations
in our eye who could readily provide themeelves with manses. W hy do they not
do so? “Why do they not mako & beginning ? It is cruel on their part not to do
s0. It isvery unwisen a financial poiat of view. It is mors unwise in & social
point of view. It requires something like the faith of Abraham. on the part ofa
minister or his wife, or infended wife, ¢ to go out not knowing whither™ they are
going, or in what way they or their families can be accommodated, and 1f Abra-
ham’s faith was not very common in his day, we can hardly expeet it to be very
prevalent in ours. Ths is the age of reason, rather than the age of faith. The
mango provided and occupied, would at ouce become a centre of all good influences.
It would clevate the taste as well as the religion of the community. It would
soon beas:oci ited with tender and endearing memories which would gather around,
and which would be worth more than gold or silver to the c. ngregation, while
successive occu pants of the manses would feel that their reverendand honored pre-
decessors who had fallen asleep m the work of the ministry might now be regard-
ed as mingling with the great ¢ cloud of witnesses’* by whom the Christian stew-
ard should fecl himeolf ever surrounded. Which of our congregations will begin
the good work? ‘There is no time like the present. What individuals will take
the leed? Who will 1nvite a few public spirited persons to meot 2t his house oa
an early evening w confer on themptter 2 'Who willoffer to colleet or to subscribe, -
or both? Who will giva a svitablasite? Let us bave an carly answer to these
inquiries.”

e
REV. C. H. SPURGEON ON PRESBYTERIANISM.

Presbyterians who have admired the Sermons of this justly celebrated’
preacher, will be glad to learn hic views with regard to the Presbyterian
system of Church government. At a sociul mecting in the Presbyterian
Church, Clapham, London, he is reperted as saying that it was * quite re-
freshing to pass by the elegant front of the building, which exhibited such an
advance upon the ancient architecture that they were wont to see connected
with chapels, without the adoption of the foolish style of Giathic architecture
which was being adopted for some dissenting places of worship. So long as
it was not Gothie, he did not care what it was. Happy was he that such a
chapel as that 1ad been erected in Clapham. They used to call it  the pa-
rish of all the s ints;” but there was no Presbyterian Church; now there
would be all thie Churches; and he hoped that “all the saints” would be
saints indeed. The opening of such a place seemed to him to be a theme of
great gratitude, and of gratitude without alloy. What if the Seotch had been
always coming south—and always would? We needed the Scotch people;
we wanted some of their sour.d divinity, strength of mind, stern logie, once
more. He rejoiced that this was a Presbyterian Church; ke was @ Presby-
tertan himself. Seriously and solemnly, he believed Presbytersgnism to bethe
government Scripture had ordained. He was not an Independent, and he
objected altogether to be classed with the Independents, He was Episeopa-
Tian, Presbyterian, Independent, but rather more Presbyterian than Inde.-
pendent. It might be well that Churches should be separate and. distinet 3:



