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HERE was a Jdebate in the British

House of Commons on the new Trans
vaal constitution bat it Was not very satis-
factory. The tiuth js that the House of
Commops isdi chssing a sham constitution
created by a government tha’ has no right
to hold office, Everytaing about the con
stitution in the Transy a8l and the Govern-
ent at home is provisional and fugitive,
Mr. Lyttelton found an ingenious justifica-
tion for his constitution, 1n the argument
that the detestation with which the inde-
pendent British and Boers alike regard
Lord Milner's government and system has
served to reconcile racial feuds. There is
nothing new jiu the suggestion and re.
mark bus been made before.on the success
with which the Government had succeed -
ed in combining the Buer furmers apd the
British artizans Bat it is novel coming
from aColonial Secretary, Perhaps the
most important speech Was Mr. Chamber-
lain’s. Two years ago Mr. Chamberlain
said there was no danger to Imperial inter
ests in giting self government to the two
new colonies. Op Thursday he attacked
the government on two grounds, He said
the Government had gone too far in its
concessions in this constitution, and that
the experiment would have heen far bet
ter tried in the Orange River Colony,
His remarks on thic  snbject, and the
praise he bestowed on the Boer adminis.
tration in the Orange Free Liate are the
most complete vindication of General de
Wet's complainis The Boers will not
find anything in the speeches of British
politicians which they eherish more care-
fully for parposes of controversy than thig
important admission by My, Chamberlain,

]N the House of Lords, the Duke of Dev-
onshire made ‘‘ope more attempt to dis-
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cover to the opinions of which gections of
their gom’ ,al followers His Majesty's
Ministers at present inclined, "’ by moving
tWo resviations, namely, ‘‘that this House
disapproves of any Proposal to establish a
general or penal tariff,"’ and ‘‘that this
House Aisapproves of any system of Colo-
mal Freference based on taxation of food,"’
He was, of course, unsnccessful, though he
spoke with unusual warmth abont the
manner in which an attempt was belng
made to commit the country to Protectioa
through the Colonial Conference, He an-
alyzed the relations of Mr. Chawmberlain
and Mr. Balfour with scarcely concealed
contempt for the latter and unconcealed re-
sentment againsy the former. His resolu-
tions, he said, were intended to afford to
the Government simple and effectivemeans
of asserting whether they were prepared
to stand by their own policy. The most
signiticant speech in the debate was that
of Lord Robertson, who said that as a
loyal;member of the Tory party he had a
right to know whether the party was to be
ruined by being secretly Jidentified with a
general penal tariff. It was hard to dis-
cover, ke said, how the Unionist tenare of
office was ‘ustitied in the eyes of men of
honor. There was now A vast amount of
irresponsible and speculative wealth anx-
ions t - intcrest itself In our politics. To
introduce a ruinous system of corruption
was not fit work for the Tory party. He
spoke eloquently of the degeneration in
the “‘Arthu: Balfour whom tweniy years
ago he 1emembered wit) enthasiastic ad-
wiration.””  Lord Grimthorpe  spoke
strongly of the Government's manenvres
to stifle diseussion. The debate was car-
ried on by Lord Goschen, Lord Ridley ana
Lord Spencer, Lord Lansdowne spoke
without saving avything in particnlar ex-
cept the diplomatic sentence that his party
intended to stand by its supporters sn long
as their support was given, and the pre-
vious question swas carried by a majority
of 64.

WE propose to have something to say
next weck with respect to the Con-
tagions Diseases Hospits. in Ottawa,

which is ownea vy the taxpayers and ad-




