
INI)IAN NO>TES.

It is the boast cf Christendoni that; the
ideals cf hiomîe anL( faixîily cultivated
under Christianity are tlic great aîîd
sure stay cf cair ciiiizttiozi, and lie
guarantee of our future prcgress. It
bas been claiiuued for tht- East that the
ideal of the faîiiilv relation is se iacl
highber under se cmîled p~agafl systemis
that wve are unable te risc te an al)
preciation of its exalted spirituahity. It
secmn.s right in beiîri tis series of
Indiaîî notes, to get a clvar iMea, of what
the ideal bas been. We know what the
western ideal is, with its ritual prayers
for the blessings cf procreatien. We
know what the reality of sale and bar
ter for weîîlth and title bas becoine in
"the best society." We are fainiliar
vith the exalted jtleal-and it is an ex
alted ide.-l in spite ef namiiby*pIatiîby
critics-of -The Woliian Whe Didl.*
We have despaired wiith a great deýîiair
ever .Arthur and Laniicelot and Gixii-
evere as the Maîster Singer proclaiiiîed
the lesson etf ear age. But we have yet
te le.-rn that our ideal is equal te that
cf the uucient rite of Arvavarta.

True, the nuoderui practice cf India
niay be debased as our ewn. and we give
direct testimoîy cf the fact, but wheîî
we raise agaiui fle standard of thit. iuiar-
ital tie shall -%e take the nobk*st or a
lov.-lier type?

Mvy corresiiondent,%writcs. "You inay
put anything,, you likte eut cf myiý letters
in THuE L.%3i. Of course 1 kuow yu
wifl not put iiD thiuigs andi give thin a
different rneixrîuug tce what 1 intendcd.
That's what the -Mission palier of oar
Churchi deies with iiv hiu,,.baiit's letters
te it, so hie has giveuu up) writing te it
entirely. They actuahly, unutilated sei-
tencs to gîve theîiî theý preper geody-
gooidy twang.

-1 a.rree with what you isay about
mnarria'-e te a certain extîànt. Ithe na-
tives uîisarry fir8t, aid the love comues
afterwardsz,' that's -%vhat thev ail tell
mue, lu1 this Country even the Clîri.,tian
girl,%' marriage 15 arranged- by the par.
ents. The Braliman astroc'Iers eau
make any proposcdl union i artpiticus.
0f course thcy censult flhe horoscopùs
and stars and all thatt, but if their palins
arle prpryoltdevervthiuig is declared
tu'i up.es andl t ue wd.linig comnes

cxlw Uiflc sud lcrih.Yon woît
lilze niy- zayilig thii-, but I tefl yen What
je thit uisual thliuzg. 1I kzow there are,
exception,,. The ii i.-ju.riuy cf the, nativesI
ef ai cauMa crecdls arc v-r.y happy

iii their married liw's. The womeri be-
ing uneducated don't require rnchi, and
are always comiplacent, and the men
flnd lots of Urne to themselves to do
exactly whiat they like without being
quest.ioned afterwards. "

The ideal of Intlian marriage is well,
dlefinedl by Mrs. Annie Besant in one of
lier Adyar lectures in 1893. addressed to
the native dtele-iates. Have Nve auy-
thing- better in Christendoîn te oler for
thieir imuitation?

"Andl so I inight takce you throughi
mach of sviubolisqui, through tlic syÙn.
biolsin of the hciusehold and otiier tires
that ouglit te be fainiliar to every
thoughtful manî amongst yu o
Nvly are the twice-berii to ,tly the
\Tedae Certainly flot only that thcy
inay be able te repeat shloka, after
shlokra; the dailv studly oi the Veda,
which is the dIuty of every twice-burn,
surely ough t to îîîean that in the study

kîîcledg-e shahl coule; \vhenl lie re.tdIs
U! the fivo fires thiat the hîcuseliulkl tires
symbolise in lus boeuse, tlîat hc ýshîculd
knowv soînething of wh;at tliey mnean
anid be reîuindied of sozzae of the hidden
Lfacts-for Nvliy is the oue fire kept liglit
ed alwmays, and frein that eue others are
te bu ligitcdâ? Why inay it only be lighit-
ed by the 1 ride anà tlie-hritlt-greoo. and
never be extinguishwl o loug as they
both remain iii this earthly life? It îs
thev ancient ideal of tle Rindu mnarriagea.
It is the recogiîitioîî of the fact inu tue
spiritual world hiat, whin the two re-
becuwe one. whiei the dual abpects cf
niature typifiel in inai and %wouian are
Ie be reuuited, they are~ to fur-U 012e
Spirit. and it is only as they nuite tiîat
tluey beconie Fire, zse the outer tire light-
ed by the two is the symubol of the union
of the Spirit that niakes thei une, not
iii order that they znay fiîîd senstial,
gratification, bat u ortder tlîat thîey uiay
becuîie titat Prajapati, flic Crt'atur uf
the future wvorld. That is, the Hîimidu
ideal cLf rnarria-.e-the noblest ide2l of
nuarriag-e that the world lias ever known.
No zuatter lîow iucli it may have be-
coulle degraded, how mnchi it îuay hiave
fallen, that it is which underlies the
idea cf niarriage in yontlî befoire the
pazss5itns are awvake, that the body inay
net' have a sh.,re in the union of the
Seuls and Spirits. That wvas the great
truth on whiclî tlît, custc)tn was 1I-uiJ.ted,
aiid the cltin ias survived %vhiere the
!%tiowleklgt, has disapta.±areil. For al

nic'sspiit cvnhîgitîto ieincarnation
couie o prta rwh andi not fer
inere :sens.ual gratification; and the
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