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W, R Oarter” on Pig-Feeding.

A couple of racy letters have reached us with the
ubove heading. The first s from Mr. J. T. Duvies, of
the Ontario P’acking House, Hamilton, and Is as fol-
lows :—

To the Fdilor of Tt CadaDA FARMER ¢

Si,—The 1st June number of Tik CaNaDs FARMER
rontiing a communication from Mr, W, R. Carter on
pig feeding, in which be treats with levity the opinions
advanced by Mr. Samuel Nash in a previous
number of your paper on the eame subject.  Mr.
Carter's genernl knowledge of pig-feeding and vork-
puck'in,; may, for all I know, be very extensive;, but
,ludgmﬁfrom the vicws advanced by each, it uppears
1o me Mr Nash Is a better judge of the requirements
of the Fnglish bacun trade. He has had some 24
veany' experience at it in Ireland and America, Mr.
Curter informs your readers that green Indian corn
and beech nuts will not poison a pig, and though
this Ewco of irformution muy, perhaps, be important
to the uninformed, I think it a hint_judicious far-
mers will be slow to put in practice.  Mr. Curter can-
not but be aware thut beech nut-fed pork is an un.
merchantable article, and subsequent feeding on
grain by no means effectually removes the bad effects
of previous feeding on beech nuts. 1 may here state
that [ have packed in Hamilton, during the past 19
wonths, 47,000 hogs, a1l for the English market, 1
set down these figures not by way of a hoast, but
merely to show that I am greatly interested ; and I
seriongly assure Mr. Carter, und tliose of his opinion,
that no ‘})nce would temspt me to bug beech-nut-fed
pork. Mr. Nash is correct in stating that Irish singed
tlitches, manufactured from pigs fed on boiled pota-
tocs, with or without coarse meal or bran, 9 to 12
months old, 220 1bs. live weight, command in the
English market the highest price. The same weights
are required by me. [ much prefer, and will paya
higher price for bogs alive than I will do if killed and
dressed. The experience of the past season has con-
vinced me of the necessity of buying hogs alive in-
stead of dead.

The second letter is from Mr. Samuel Nash, pork
packer, Hamilton, to whom we are indebted for hav-
ing started this lively discussion on what is ordinarily
a rather dull subject :—

To the Editor of Tne CaXADA FARMER:

Sir,—A genius, who writes over the signature of
** W. R. Carter,” informs us through T CaNapa Far-
\ER, of June 1, that * accident placed in his hands No.
7 of your paper,” in which heread what he pleases to
call * the amusing letter of Samuel Nash.” It secms
your readers are indebted to a lucky ““accident” for
the treat afforded them by his communication, which,
though obscure and unpractical in some respects, is
certainly enlivened with a dash of wit and humonr.
According to his own account, Mr. Carter hag had a
very * extensive acquaintance with pigs,” and been
a close observer of all their habits, even to their
“winks of satisfaction™ while feeding. Such being
the case, I wonder the morve that a very simple fact
should have escaped his minute and comprehensive
niind. It is generally understood that a well-bred
pig, kept even on Mr, Carter’s favourite medley of
“ Swedes” ¢ bean stalks,” * beech nuts,” &c., for 8
months, and then finished off with barley-meal and
milk till 18 months o.d, must weigh much over (often
double) 200 to 2501bs. alive, the weight required for
the English market. I would not, as a pork packer,
raise any objection to that gentleman’s plan of feed-
ing pigs on * cattweal balls wetted with milk and
rolled barl between the hands ;" indeed, if he could
persuade our Canadian furmers to take that much
trouble, our success in the pork trade would be cer-
tain. Hesays I am wrong in placing barley-meal
and milk second to peas on the list of pig-feed. My
reason for Going so is, that dry peas or pea-mcal

makes the firmest pork. The pork trude of Canada|Y

much interest for me, and I am very de-

sirons that the best and most practical information { P

-tg be brought to bear upon the subject, but I fear
“ W. R. Carter” has not contributed very largely to
our enlightenment.

SAML. NASH.

Hamilton, 11th June, 1864.
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Horses reLLING o7 ruE Harrer. Many remedies
have been rweed for euring this bad habit, buta
kimple gm{ effective ono is, to discard the common
haler nd‘gét 3 bropd ct;opgblbatbfenm to backle
afouid the neBk for o few inthés below the sers. A
borse may pull at this, but will soom give it up.

The Dairy.
_—Gge—ese-Making in Barre, Mass

Tur town of Barre, Worcester county, has more
milch cuws, and makes mor  Jheese than any other
towa in the state. A gentle.ar of that town, writing
to the N, £, Furmer, vays:

The milch cows which yon find on first class dairy
farms in Barre are generally Grade Durhams, and
tffotd & striking illustration of the truth of the state-
ment made in Mr. Flint’s valuable work on Milch
Cows, that no animal, of any other breed. can so
rapidly transform the stock of anysection around him
a8 the improved Short Horn bull. By selecting the
best nutive cows in their herds and putting them to
thorongh-bred bulls—a practice whicg has been cus-
{omary here for some years—they have secured a class
of couws peculiarly adapted to the special objects
sought here in this vicinity, whirh ave the production
of cheese and beef.

Now let us sce what this stuck will dv.  Barre is
the bauner town of the State for cheese, producing
609,000 pounds per annmm. I bave made inquiry of
many in regard to the average yield per cow in well
sclected herds, and am satisfied that first class dairies

roduce five hundred pounds of chieese per annum
or cach cow, although the average yield is perhaps
not over fonr hundred pounds. Some claim to bave
made an average of six hundred pounds each from a
dairy of eleven cows. At an average price of twelve
cents per pound for the cheese, these cows would
secure their owners sn income of seventy-two dollars
cach.

Good pustures are as cssential to a good dairy as
good cow's, and that the farmers of this section bave
thege no one can entertsin a doubt, whe, upon a June
morning, has been permitted to look upon the broad
ficlds of white clover infull bloom which stretch far
away upon the Barre hills like a sheet of newly fallen
snow. Most of these have never been disturbed b
the plough, but have sometimes been dressed .with
plaster and other inexpensive fertilizers.

There is one practice of the Barre farmers which 1
think is deserving of notice, and i8 worthy of imita-
tion. They milk their cows af reqular hours.  Atsix
o'clock in the eveniug they are driven from their pas-
tures and relieved of their milk, and milked again at
abont six in the morning, thus dividing the day into
periods of equal length. All other work is xo armanged
ag not to disturb the appointed hours for milking,
which ig considered an nnportant operation and de-
serving a good degree of attention.

But in order toproduce a superior article of cheese,
there must be skill and attention exercived by the
dairy-women. That thesc are not wanting heve i3
abundantly proved by the tidy appearance of their
dairy rooms, and the perfect neatness with whbich
every utensil is kept, as well as by the shining rows
of golden cheeses which are arranged upon either
side.—Couniry Gentleman.

- Qe — — -

Fine Cows,

——

A wurrek In the Valley Farmer states tbat his
brother, in Danube, N. Y, has two cows, native breed,
which he kept on A five acre pasture, together with
“ geveral calves, a heifor or two, and a horze.” The
family of the owner of the cows consicted of three
pe-sons ; he bad a common share of compauny, and
et he sold, for sevéral years in succession, $.00
worth of butter 8 year, at ah average of 21 ceats a
ound. Besides tnis, all the butter and wilk the
family needed was used, and 400 pounds of pork
made ! He lays this success mainly to the treatment
which the cows recéived. In the winter their stables
were kept warm and clesn.  Running water and salt
they could confitadtly get, but bad no grain. Their
pasturc was rendered saficiently dry by ditcbmf, and
produced abundantly of timotby red top and clover.
so that some of each kind seeded. It was lightly tup
dressed with plaster ead ashes. Did not feed short
in the fall. . .

There is scarcely any product of the farm in whicl.
there is such dlveultyy of result as in thé product of

milch cows. In this oase, with only * good cows, not

much more,” thy writer says they prodaced moro
than a_ hwwdred dollars each, while the average,
we beliove, is hut a trifle, if any beyond ({hirly
dollars to # cuw?! Yrom the tenor of the whole
article—which we have read with interest—we have
no doubt that this unusual success was secured,
mainly, by the treatment which the cows and theland
upon which they were fed received, and not through
any superior excellence of the cows.

Since the introduction of pure blood animals from
abroad, what are called native cows have gradually
fallen into disrepute, and yet we believe & hundred
natives, or grades,—as probably most of them are
now.—ay bLe found to-day, that will produce as
wuch us a hundred pure blood cows of any breed.

Since preparing the ahove, we bave found the
following in the Country Genlleman:

Two Extra Mitkgrg.— Messrs, Editors ;—The cows
noticed in the Country G.ntleman of the 26th Nov.,
as having produced Jarge quantities of milk, must
«clear the track,”” in order that I may *trot out™
tw‘? Dulch heifers impocted and now owned by my-
self.

Thesc heifers were imported in the antuman of
1861, an 1 were four years old last spring. One of
them dropped a beifer caif on the 24 day of last April,
that weighed at birth 92 pounds, and during the
month of June following, a record of the cow’s mill
was carefully kept, showing a result of 17044 pounds
for the month, or an average of 56.81 pounds per
day. The firet six days in June she gave an average
of 59.04 pounds For day, and on four respective daye
during the month she gave 60.50 ponnds per day.

The other hieifer dropped a bull ealf on the 26th day
of lust August, that weighed at birth 110 pounds. and
a record of this cow’s milk was kept from the 3d to
the 9th day of Scptember inclusive, showing a yield
of 3381 pounds, or an average of 48.39 pounds per day
The cnlf of this cow was weaned when two days old,
and fed upon a portion of the mother’s milk until he
was cighty days old, when his weight was found to
be 330 pounds, a gain ot 240 pounds in eighty days,
or just three pounds ﬁr day. And this without an

ounce of grain of any kind.
W. W. CHENERY.
Highlund Stock Furm, Belmont, Maus.
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A Convenient Milk Pail.

The above cut will give our readers an idea of a

very simple device, to which the following extract
from the American Agriculturist refers :—

* Any thing which adds to the safety of the milk
pails over aﬁ the land, and to the convenience
of milkers, is very valuable, and the simple con-
trivance we here present, the invention ol a sub-
scriber to the American Agriculturist, Peter Mulvany,
of Calboun County, Michigan, seems to be of this
kind. Mr. Mulvapy writeg: * While gctiing a milk
pail of heavy tin marked at the tinsmith's the other
day. it occurred to me that it would be held more
casily between the knees if it had iwo picces of tin
soldered on, onc on each side between the pail eals,
ag in the sketch. I find it to be a decided improve-
m nt. The pieces need not be large, say 1} ineh in
width, and balf-moon shaped, to fit the curve of the
pail, and o as to slope downwards a little.” It
sArikes us as decidedly practical, and so 1o speak,
handy. The pail being supported upon the knees
instead of being held up by them, is brought con-
veniently near the teats, and i¢ much quicker in hand,
if the cow steps or kicks. It would be interesting to
know approximately the quantity of milk spilt every
year, or even on any one day in the milk. season, by
“he upsetting of the pails, by cows putting their feet
into &e pails, tipping them partly over, or causing
splashing and loss of milk, while the operation of
milking Fs going on, whick accidents this contrivance
is calculated to diminish. At the sama time it affords
relief to the muscles of the legs of the milkers.”



