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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

¢ thevrath of man than of the rightedusness of God.?—

But this ‘mugt notbe agusipued to jntéffere with what is

the duty of every religicus paper, and of every minister of
the .Churchomnamaly, “lostrive. to.banish all erreacous
and strange doctrines which are contrary to God’s word

and to preserve our pecple from heresy and schism”—

by denouncing such things as occasion requires.

The Colonial Churchman is set on foot by, and will be
under the management of, the Clerical Society, eonsist-
ing of the iissionaries from St. Margaret’s Bay to Shel-
burne inclusive ; but the press being established at Lu- .
nenburg; it will 'be under the mére immediate and per-
sonal superintendance of the Rector of that Parish.—
Communications may be addreséed (post paid) « to the
Editors of the Colonial Churchmdn, Lunenburg, N.S,” or
under cover to Mr.C.H. Belcher, Halifax, General Agent.

SUNDAY 8CHOOLS.

1t is our wish' to make the ‘tolumus of the Colonial
Churchman ‘subservient to the interesis of these ex-
cellent in}ﬁ!ufiéhs, now so generally acknowledged
as i:grggrien of the Church; and it will afford us much
pleasure to receive and record all that will tend to
promote their improvement. 1t would be satisfactory
to have frem every clergyman, some account of the
origin, progress, ahd present condition of the Sunday
Schoalk in bis parish, fogether with any other striking
or profitable’ ariecdotes, which their experience may
supply, calculited for the improvement of the voung,
or the direction and encoursgement of those engaged
in their jodtruction.

FPURTIE P B E

Ithough it js ouly of late years that Sunday Seﬂoolo

Lave become ganeral in this and other countries, and
thair orgenization rendered so systematic, yet in
this province their introduction is by no means recers.
Some of our readers muy recollect that the late Bichop
InGLw, -(the fiist colomial Biskop), among his other
zealous eerlions for the planting of the Cbutch, and
proiia:&tﬁg\ sound i;é‘li"giqn‘i_in .hii ipfant _diocese,'w’ni:, not
for“ggq! of the interests of the young and the ignor.
ant.  We beligve he espablished -Sunday Schools at
Halifax far their benefit, and we remember Laviog.

§ .

seen the. code of - sules which he prepared for their|

goumncnl. printed, we believe, at--the end of the
Bishop’s primary charge.—— At the present time, it is
believed, that there sre few, if sny, cherches without
Sundey Scbools attached to thew, and we respectfully
request some notice of each from our Brathren of the
Clergy. The School'of St. John’s Church, Lunen-’
burg, was first opened on the 24ih September, 1826,
with . thirty.five scholars. . It bas since continued
steadily to increase in numbers, aad now contaios 140
boys and 180 girls.—The Rector has ever experienced
that steady. and zealaus support from many male and
female teachers, which is essential to the efficient ma-
nagement of Sunday Sehools, and which so materially
lightens the burden of the minister.  8everal of the
teachers bave been such from the beginning,and have
been constant in their attendusce, thus shewing (hat
it is not because it is a new thing, but a real desire to
be useful, which influences them. The course of in-
struction is simple,—the collects, hymns, psalms,
prayers and explanations of the catechism, are com..
mitted to memory—as well as portions of the Sciip-
tures, on which a series of questions are regularly.
put to the children, commonly called the Union ques-
tions, with the view of impressing useful lessons unon
their minds, and making them thoroughly acqueinted’

sustaining in various stations respectable and useful

In order to secure correctnes and uniformity in the

interpretation of Scripture, meetings of the Teachers
are occasionally held, at which this is settied—and
‘such ‘practical remaiks are made as the subject mat.
ter of the lesson suggests. About’ four hours each
Sunday are spent in the School. A public examina.
tion is annually held on the Festival of St. Michael—
after which books are generally distributed as re-
wards to the deserving,‘ to defr;'ay which expense, col-
lectiods are made in the church and school. Since
the commencement, the sum of £43 6 O has been
received, and £48 11.0 expended, exclusive of large
donations of Bibles, Testaments, Prayer Books, &e,
{rom the Lunenburg District Committee S. P. C. K.
and the Halifax Bible Society, "
A Library is attached to the School-—from which,
the children desirous of improvement, are weekly sup-
plied with books— by which means mueh sepsonable
instruction often finds its way to the parents and {riends
of the scholars.

In these institutions: we are not always to expeet
immediate evidence of utility. . Much there may be,
aud doubtless is, which we know not of, and which
will not be discovered until the Great Day of aceount.
But we have already had the satisfaction of testing,
in several instances, the benefits of our Scbbdl.—-Some
have there alone learnt to resd ‘their Bibles, end are

characters—their minds otill stored with holy matter,
there imbibed. Some have been cheered and com-
forted on the bed of sickness, by the hymns and the
psalms which were:there committed to'memory. And, !
in some instances, the Tepetition of thiete has been the“!
last employmeiit of the- tongue; before it was silenced!
by the hand of Death. Nor do we fear to eipresu!
the bope that many may, by the grace of '‘God, be so
trained bere in the ways of peace, as to be permitted,
after death to take up the endless song of }be redeem-
ed in the beavens above. . -

order, move with equal psce,and preduce that* hexn
ty of boliness’” which .constitutes acceptable worship’
so that brauch of the church militant which comes
unearest to the hLeavenly pattern, presents the- most
perfect image of the church triumphant. .
As the tabernacle and vessels of ‘the Jewish minis-
try, were made according to the pattern which God
showed to Moses on the mount, aund in all their com«
plicated ritual, nothing was left to human invention ;
o are we under obligations to frame our social wor=
ship as near as possible, to the example of primitive
times, before the iuventions of men had stolen into
the worship of God.  1f it be said, that the form of
religion signifies nothing, provided the spirit exisis;
I auswer, tha remark may be true ; and still it may
be true that one form is better calculated to cxcile,
and perpeluate the spirit of devotion, than another.
I propose, in this acd in one or two foHowing essays,
to point out to the readers of tlie Magazine, some of.
the distinguishing properties of our liturgy.; préper-
ties, with which it is' necessary they should be ne--
quainted, if they wou!d know its excellerce,.and offer-
in 1t their prayers and piaises to God.  Sowe of them
have already made it their study; snd to such we
would-apologize in the words of " the apostle ¢ “ we’
should not he negligent to put’ men alweys in rememe.
brance of these things, though they know them, and.
be established in the jresent truth.””  But there are,
others who stand in need of information, and to them
‘these essays are addressed. They will see that it-
forms no part of my derign, to pass sentence on the:
forms of worrhip of any dther chiistian denowinatio.

My aimiis to insiruct, and not to censure ; and .y,

design will be fully accomplicked, if, by explaining
that valuable formulary of devotion which is usedum
our churches, and printinig the attention of my resders -
1o its seculiarities #nd .excellence, they can be per-
suaded o use it aright,_and “ worship the Lord in the
besuty of holiness.” =~ B SR

It is not my intention to enter very deeply into the -
reasons why we prefer using a _form in our social wor-
ship,, although .a few might be vrged with peculjar
force. It might be pleaded, that by the usg of a scrip-
tusal liturgy. 3ll wenderi nd ‘mesn, and irrevérent -
expressions int the sddrel;z;’io\fﬁm“ y WrEaveld. -
ed ; apdtbat the congregation are suse of hearing:
prayers, in which they can join withgut besitatian, let .
the talents of the q%ciatiug winister be what they'
may. It might be said,'bat prayér, to be social, must °
be offered in such a way as that all may joiv, and -
that this can in no waybe se well aceomplished, as
when each one has the petitions before ban, and .

ESSAY ON THE LIT URGY . . 1 knows beforehand what is lo be utfered. It might be
We have transferred to our pages.the following esiay: yrged, that alituigy secures a church in soundness of -
con the Liturgy, from the Gospel Advocate, an excellent {aith, by being mude the depositary of its doctrines ;
work formerly published in Boston under the principal ,8nd that the stated devotious prove an antidote to the .

management of the learned Dr. Jarvis, now professor in
Washington College, Hartford. =~ o
¢ O worship the Lord in the beauty. of holiness,”
Psalm xcvi. 9.

. When we gppear before the Lord of Hosts in the
attitude of worship, both his holiness and bis majesty
require, that our carriage should be decent and hum-
ble, our sffeetions elevited #nd chastened, and the
senliments we utter, such as becomes the character
of the dread Being in whose presence we sre. There
is an indecent and unboly familiazity,. with which

with a felow worm, which is enough to make one
tremble for the houvor of his God : ard there is also a
cold snd distant reverenee, which has nothing of wor-

some men dare to talk to tlieir Maker, as they would;

preschet’s errours in doctrine, if he should:be unhappy
enough to preach his own inventions, instead of the
word of God. This argument might be awfully illus«
trated by an appeal'to the present state of those
churches}.on ‘the continent of Europe,” which were
once the seat of the reformation.  The pulpit of Cal-
vin at Geneva, to name but a siogle instance, is naw -
accupied by a prescher of anothes gospel, such aswe
cogyld not receive, though an angel from heaven were
to proclaim it ; and a vast multitude of the churches -
in Germany, which bed not deposited their doctrines
in a publick liturgy, have descended step by step, till
they have landed in tbe dark and cheerless confines
of deism, :
“ Andfound no end in wandering mazes lost.”
If we look however to another glotious brarch of

ship but the name. Both extiemes sre urquestiona-
bly far removed from that holy and ressonable sevice,
which is acceptable in the sight of God.

It was the injuction of the apostle, on the Corin-

ship, * Let all things be done to edifyirg : let ali
things be done decently, and in order.”  Unless the
publick services of the temyle are spiritual, »nimated,

thian church, when he vrote concerning their wor- |

the reformed chureh, the church of Englard, we see
la standing witness of the advantzges of 8 publick litur-
igy. ~ While the faith of many of her sister churches
|lias beeu extinguished, her cardlestick has not been
removed ; and amidst the wide wasting havock which
i the new phiterop hy-hes mede emong dissentess there,
| the pestiie nce has searcely been pesmitied to approseh
iher. Surrcunded by Ler liturgy es by a wall of fire,

end edifying, they cannot produce that Leauty of Lo- God bas saved Ler fiom the general wreck, to light
liness in the wor: nipper, which the psalmist had in his | up anew the fises of the altar, and tiansmit the depc=
eye ; and unless they are decently and orderly ar-|sit she hasreceived, to the nations thst know not God.
ranged, confusion and tumult will follow. | Tuust cufficient exemples heve been given, to show

A father definrd the chureb of Christ to be ““an:that u lituryy hos its advantages even beyond that of
image of heaven ;” and the image 'is doubtless the assisting devotion; and the time msy come, when the
most perfect when it bears the nesrest resemblance {orthodox of ofl-er denominations will see the necessity

with the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make

them wise un(o salvation,
: |

toits prototype. Now, as to (heservice of the celes- | of depositing the dactrimes of the gospelinafornulary
jals, sublime devotion, and cxquisite Larnony snd for daily ure, as the cnly effictal Lartier to the ivtios



