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wity i~ o, who lovelh me rot, KBZPBTH XOT
WY woinid.—— oun xiv, 18, &c.

Vi hat then is ¢hat word of his, the keoping of
wh.ci, ne sayy, will manifest lnm to his fullowers? |

\Viiat. but that word which he so plainly spoke lol
Ins Apostles at his last supper with t'm the,

tronswhstanttating  word which made what ht‘f
ticn gave them, as truly as he spoke it, his very
body to eat; and his very blood to drink ; that
word, which he had so fully explained, and so
torcinly 1nculc ated to the multitude, when teacking’
ot the ;y;m‘ugue at Cupharngua :—John 6, 59—
that word, whick then so shocked the Jews;,
which now so shacks the Protestants, Frecthinkor, !
Deiste. and ail unbelicvers ; who refusing to be,
taught of faud, prefer grounding their faith nn;
mere human conjecturc ; yet that very ward which
namifests him to all those twho keep it ; and who,
ecogmuze their Lord under the disyaise, which ke
aseured them he would henceforth assume. Flose
Gl see b, while the world sees him no more. e
lives in them, and they in him. On such ke daily
showers down his hidden manna :—Apoc. 2. 17,—
and bids them feast and grow inunortal by feeding
ou the fruit of the tree or'life.

Suchrequire not the aid of the senses to confirm
their faith inhis word and promises. They secek
not, like ‘Fhomas, to see wnd feel the print of the
nails in bis hands and feet; nor the mark of the
spear in his wounded side, in order to prove his
presence and identity.  ‘They rest their faith, as he
enjoins, on the testimony of his other disciples ; on
the unerring declaration of his Church, which he
commands us ail so peremptorly and unreservedly
10 hear ‘—Matt. 18, 17.—encouraged as wc are so
1o do by his assuriug us that blessed are they, who
have not secn, and yet have belicved,

To be continued.

BIBLICAL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS,
EXODLUS.

Yerse 19.— And Moses took Joseph’s bones with
um.  Did Moses act wrong in taking with him,
and keeping with honour, the sacred remains (what
Catholics would call the relics) of the Patriarch
Joseph? If not; why are Catholics blamed by
our pretended Bibliests, for keeping with honour,
during their spiritual pilgrimage through the desarl
of this world, the precious remains of their illustri-
ous Saints ?  Did not the first Christian so keep the
very handkerchigfs and aprons that had but touch-
cdthe body of Saint Paul? Acnd did they not,
with these, cast out devils ?  Acts xix. 12, Did
not the Prophet  Elisba divide the waters of the
Jordan with the mantle of Elias ? 4 Kings ji. 10.
And did not the bones of Elisha by their touch,

raise a dead man to hfe, &c. ibid, xiii.21. All}l

gﬁs, however, though scripural, smells greatly of
opery.

erse 21. dndthe Lord went before them, to
ew the way, by day in a pillar of cloud : and by
night in 6 pular of fire ; that he might be the gnide
of thgvr Journey at bolh times., There never fuiled
Ve pillar of cloud by day ; nor the pillar of fire by
1aght before the people.

Zhe cloud by day, is the gmblem of the whole re-
vealed mystery, or of revelation. 1t is during the
day, that is, during this life, an impenetrable cloud
to the human intellect, the ¢y of the soul : but it
shews itself from 3 and serves to guide us on
Our journey towards the land of promise. Atnight,

’ or the end of that duy, giwen usto work out our sal-

i|the fugitives.

vation, John ix. 4, itis suddenly changed into
brightness. Z%e pillur of cloud by day becomes
aptllar of fire by night, ln times of persecution
tuo, whon the peoplo of God are bard pressed by
thoir enenies ; the clond throws itsell” between
darkening and confounding the eanp of the adver-
sary ; but shewing a bright side, towards those, who
march under God’s d rection; and shedding hght
on the ways of ail, who tolluw their proper guides
by him apponted.

Chapter 14, ‘The Israclites, hemmed in bet-
ween the red sea and the whole host of Pharao,
sce no possible way to cscape destruction.  Yet,
they Liad no cause to dispair, as they were under
the guidence of God himseli the Ommpotent :
who, to shew us how we are to rely upon him in
all our difliculties, in the dischaige of our duty ;
however 1n surmountuble they may at first appear ;
delivered the Israeliles in the moment of their dis-
pair ; and destroyed the Egyptians, alrcady exult-
ing in the sure apd easy amticipated capture of

Chapter. 15. v, 25.— 7 ke Lord shewed to Moses
a lree; wiuch when he had cast tuto the waters ;
they were tvrned intv sweetness.—The bitter
waters of Mara, which the Israclites could not
drink, represented the bitter  potion of sufferings
and sorrows, which is offercd to all in this mortal
pilgrimage ; 'These waters are unpalatable and
disgusting, till seasoned with the wood of the cross.
This is the tree, shewen by God, which turns those
waters of bitterness into sweetness ; stops all the
murmuriags of the multitude ; and makes them be
more relished by the sojourners in the wilderness
than the choicest streams of pleasure so coveited
before. Of the waters of Aora we all arc doomed
to drink, but nothing can sweeten, and render them
palatable, but the cross of Chnist, and the conside-
ration of his sufferings. It was this tha. made so
many in the Catholic Church, lay down their earthly
crowns ; divest themselves of all their wordly dig-
nities; scatter their treasures among the poor or
employ them in permanently useful benefactions to
the community :and renouncing all the vain enjoy-
ments of this “short passinglife, embrace u course
of penetential suffering and privation.—It was this
i that made saint Paul exclaim : God forbid that 7
Ushould glory savein the cross of Jesus Christ : by
! whom the world is crucified to me and £ to theworld !
Gal. 6. 14.

Chaper}l6. Verse 2.—.4nd all the congregation
,of the children of Israel murmurced against Moses
and daron.

We are astonished at the proneness of th2 Jews
‘to murmur in all their wauts, dangers and difficul-
ties; when, in the stupendous wonders wrought in
;lheir behalf, they had all alongsuch unquestionable
; proofs that they were under the immediate care and
ispecial guidance of the Almighty. But this only
!.shcws us {hat even the greatest miracles woull lose
.their effect upon the human mind, were they to be-
'come common and ordinary. We may judge of
the truthof this by sur own daily experience. For
!do we not daily witness in God’s udministration of
the universe, wonders as great as any wrought in
favour of the Israelites? The only difference be-
tween them 1s, that what we behold happensaccord-
ing to the usual course of nature, and the establish-
ed order of things; whereas, what they beheld, and
what is called miraculous, happened in a new and
unusual mannar, such is therefore apt to strike and
amaze us the moxe, by its wonderqus singularity,—
But, is for instance, the raining down Manua from
beaven, a greater wonderin itself ; fhan the raising

bosom of the earth ? 1Is the restoration of life to
the dead, even equal to the giving of it tothese, who
nover were among the living > Which is that por-
tion of nature, which duesnot proclaim to us an all.
wise, infinitely good and Omnipotent Provideace ?
Andyet we are nothing moved at the sight of alt
these wonders.  Andwhy 2 Because they are con-
stantly in our view  bevause they are daily recur-
ring: because they are common and ordinary. Fous
the same reason did the many prodigies witnessed
by the Jews, make so slight and transient an im-
pression upon them. Wherefore, God, who wastes
no wonder, having once sufficiently proved his Re-
velation in an extraordinary manner by miracles ;
leaves his people to the ordinary guidance 6f his
own lawfully appointed pastors; whom he com-
mands us to hear, as we would himself :—Luke x.
16. Leaving us thus the whole merit of believing
without seeing: for LBlesscd, said he, arethey, who
have not seen, and yet huve believed. John xx: 29,
and reserving it to himself, as he thinks fit, to sup-
port their fcstimony by extraordinary signs and
wonders.

Verse 14.—When the Israelites saw the Manna,
in the morning, like a deto lying round their camp; appear-
ing small, and as {f beaten with a pestle, and like the hoar
frost on the ground: they said one to the other Masnu !
which signifieth, what i3 this :  For they knew not what 3¢
was. dnd Moses said to them; this is the bread, which the
Lord has given you {o eal.

‘The mysterious and incxplicable nature of the thing, sig-
nified by the Manna, is here well portrayed by the enquis-
ing exclamation of the Jew: IVhat is this? Nor could
more be told them con.erning it, than what Moses, God’s
interpreter eand:  This is the bread, which the Lord hath
given you fo eat.

Verse 17. After being commanded to gather of
it for every man, according to the number of souls, the mea-
sure of a Gomor; one gathered more; another less. But
when they came to measure it afterwards, neither fad he
more, who had gathered more; nor he less, who had gather-
ed less. In this again is disccrned another pregious resem-
blance to the thing signified, the Blessed Eucharis!:
for in it also, he who receives more of the species
has no more, than he, who receives less: for both
receive, under the external forms him entire, who
declares himself to be the living and life giving
bread: Johm vi. 36, 61. the Saviour himself, who
cannot be divided,

V. 31. 4ad the house of Isracl called thereof the
name MAxNA, They gave it the mystical name :
Wuar1811? For who can explain it, till $he
power o2 God, and his wonderful works are mani-
festedto us in Eternity 7 Till then, it forms the
inexplicable puazlc of our proud presuming reason;
and the most trying test of our relinuce on God’s
word revealed,

V.84, The Manno was kept by the commaui
of God, n the Jewish Tabernacle ; as 4 figure.ol
the reality, now kept by his comonnd in the
Christian Tabernacle.

V.85. With this meat were the children of Is-
vael fed until they reached the borders of the dand

79

lup bread and so mavy other productions frum ke

of Canaan. With the real Manna, the trige bread
 from heaven; John 6, 32. are the Christians fed, un-
til, at the bour of degfh, they reach the borders of &

happy preraity. To e confitaed:



