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The readers of Tae Crarrsmay are
¥ yprobably aware that not long since
{ an ediot was igsued by the Grand
Vigster of the Grand Lodge of Que-
bes, covering intercourse with St.
Paul, St. George, sud St. Lawrence
Liodges, English Registry, located in
the City of Montreal, Proviuce of
Quebeg, and “all lodges bolding alle-
gianca to any foreign Grand Liodge,
to be Masonically, irregularly, and
fllegally existing in this proviuce.”
The above named Jodges, although
located in the City of Montreal,in the
Provinee of Quebeo, have, since thefor-
mation of the Grand Lodge of Que-
bee, ‘persistently refused to render
allegiance to the Grand Lodge of
Quebeo, and have as persistently re
fused to listen to any overtures that
tend towvard accomplishing that end.
|~ The caases that 'called for the
promulgation of thab ediet may mnot
be fully understood, and es the sub-
jeot is one that direotly concerns us
all, T will give & brief resuame of the
affair.

Previous to 18£5, Masonmry in
British North America was under the
eontrol of the Grand ILindges of
England, Soutland and Ireland, in
the form of Provincial Grand L dges.

In 1855, our Canadian brethren,
seeing the mnecessity of a Grand
Indge of their own, independent of
that of Fogland, Scotland or Ire-
Iond, mot and formed the Grand
Foidge of Canada. After its organ-
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Lodge, they spplied to the Grand
Lodges of the world for recognition,
ad an independent Grand Lodge.
The Grand Liodge of Ireland so re-
cognized them in 1866, and Scotland
in "1859; but the Grand Lodge of
England refused to so recognize them
until 1863, and then oconditionally,
which condition was that all lodges
thas so elected, should remain under
the jurisdiction of their mother
Grand Liodges. The Grand Lodge of
Canada accépted those terms, and a
number of lodges, amongst whom
were the three mentioned abuve,
elected to remain under the coutrol of
their micther Grand Liodge.

Previous to 1867, the whole eoun-
try was known as Upper and Lower
Canada, or Canada West und Canada
Hast; but the British North Ameri-
can Act, which went into effect July
1, 1867, brought about a ¢ .anplete
revolution in political affsirs, and
what was then designated as Upyer
Canads or Canada West, became the
Province of Ontario, and Lower Ca-
neda or Canada East, became the
P: cinee of Quebec, with separate
Piovinces of Newfoundland, New
Brunswick, Nova Seota, and Prince
Edward Island.

The Provinces of Ontario and Que-
bec have o disticet and separate Le-
gislature, each making its own local
laws, and, in fact, as separate and
distinet as any of the Stafes in the
United States, . 5

The old Order having prassed away
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