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had received a very similar intima-
tion from the Grand Secrotary of the
Grand Tiodgs of England.

Bro. E. Saint said if the amend-
ment were carried there was nc ome
avthorized or competént to ocorres-
pond with the Grand Lodges at home
on the subject, and no officer of the
Distriot Grand Lodges here could do
£0. :

Bros. Sketheway, Hugh Fraser, G.
. Enight and Hoeking supported the
motion.

Bro. Saul Solomon said the Grard

Lodges of Scotland and Ireland wers
formed withont asking or getting the
consent of the Grand Lodge of Eng-
1and,
. Bro. Fred H. Wigg hoped they
svould all unite to make Freemasonry
what it should be in South Australia
by forming a Grand Lodge.

Bro., Addison kaving replied, a
division was taken, resulting in 107
votes for the motion, and only 20 for
the amendment.

Subsequently some of the twenty
gave in their adhesion to the resolu-
tion.

Bro. J. G. Williamson then moved,
s*That those brethren now present
undertake to use their best efforts to
carry out the first resolution, and
hereby form themselves into a Ma-
sonic Union for that purpose with
power to add to their number.”

Bro. J. Liee seconded, and the mo-
tion was carried.

An executive committee of five
members from each constitution (15
in all, with pewer to add to their
number), was then appointed to carry
out the object. Votes of thanks to
the chairman and {o Bro. Addison
olosed a most successful mesting.—
South Australian Advertiser, August 1,
1883.

UNWISE DIVERGENCIES,

Masonry has a strongly marked in-
dividuality of character. Its objects
are clearly defined, and the proper
gourse of its procedure is too plainly

indicated to be mistrken. It rasts
upon oéklnin greéat principlea of
morality which are essential to its
very existence, and it diveots its dis-
ciples to a oultivation of thase prae-
tionl virtmes that most edorn our hu-
meanity. The mission of Maconry ie
to make the higher nature of man
gsupreme—to exalt his being in tliose
graces and qualities by which he is
most ennobled and blessed, and fo
stimulats him to the best order of
service in behalf of those who may
olaim his sympathies and help.

The Masonic institution was estab-
lished to do & work of instruction and
charaoter building. Its ministries in
this direction have been bountiful and
beneficent. It has not indeed reach-
ed the ideal accomplishment, but it
has done something to instruct the
minds and purify the affections of
those who have been brought under
its inflaence. Thus to the question
proposed in one of the old manu-
seripts, whether Masons are better
than other men, we have this appro-
priate auswer given: “Some Masons
are not so virtuous as some other
men; but in general they are much
better than they would have been if
they had not been Masons.”

The work of Masonry is first with
the individual, in whom it would de-
velop a broader, nobler and happier
life. To this end its teachings, sym-
bolism and fellowship have their pri-
mal and most direct adaptation, be-
ing well calculated to add to the
mental and moral stock of life, while
they furnish large satisfactions to tke
gocial nature. But the mission of
Masonry extends to wider limits, If
contributes to the prosperity of com-
munities and States—to good order
and the public welfare. When Wash-
ington was President of the United
States, he received a complimentary
address from the Master, Wardens
and brethren of King David's Lodge,
Newport, R. L., to which address he
made this reply:—** Being persuaded
that a just application of the prin.
ciples on which the Masonic fratern-



