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EXCL«USIVE GRAND LODGE
S0VERP1IGNTY.

The doctrine is called the IlAmerican
Law ; " in fact it was originated by the
Grand Lodges of England and Scotland
wben Masonry was first planted in
America. Tbey established Provincial
Grand Lodges with exclusive territorial
jurisdiction. lIn 1762, the Masons of St.
John's Provincial Grand Lodge objected
to the formation of St. Andrew's, Lodge
by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, on the
ground that it was an infringement of the
jurisdiction of Jeremy Gridley, Provincial
Grand Master under the Grand Lodge
of England. lIn reply Vo Vhs, the Grand
Master of Scotland said :

I do noV doubt nor dispute bis author-
ity as Grand Master of ail the Lodges in
North America, who acknowledge the
authority and hold of the Grand Lodge of
England, and lie certainly bas a -warrant
and commission from. the Grand Master
of England to that effect. *The Grand
Master and Grand Lodge of Scotland
have also granted a warrant and coin-
mission to our B. W. I3ro. Obi. John
Young, Esq., constituting and appointing
hi Provincial Grand Master of ail Vhe
Lodges i North America who acknow-
ledge the authority and hold of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland. These commissions,
wvhen rightly understood, can neyer clash
or interfere with eacli other."

We have not space Vo discuss our pro-
position further. We have examined the
history, and elsewhere stated the facts
bearing upon it, showing that the doc-
trine of territorial jurisdiction originated
in England and came Vo Vhs country
when Masonry came.-P. G. M. Drum-
monc! of MJaine.

OUR MODERN HOSPITALERS.

lV lias been chronicled in the newspa-
pers that, during the month of August,
the Emperor of Germany officially as-
sumed the Grand Protectorate of the
Rnights of St. John o! Jerusalem, popu-
larly but erroneously known as those of
Malta, a dignity hereditary ini the kings
o! Prussia since 1812. lIn common -witb
ail the xnonk-knighted orders, constituted
during the period of the Crusades, the
latter-day history of the IKnights of St.
John is considerably mixed iup. Neyer-

thelese, it is tolerably clear that bis Prus-
sian Majesty bases bis dlaim Vo the grand
protectorate from the revoît o! the Oom-
mandery o! Brandenburg, in 1832,
against the rule o! the Grand Prior of
Germany in the Teutonic Order.

By the peace o! Pressburg, in 1805,
the Grrand Priory of Germany was abol-
ished, and the Exuperor o! Austria invest-
cd with the Grand Mastersbip of the Or.
der. lIn 1809 Napoleon suppressed the
Order iu various parts o! Germany, but,
on June 2" 8, 1840, it was revived under
the hereditary protectorship o! the Ans-
trian monarcb, as a Catholie institution.
The Brandenburg Coîmandery defended
the cause o! the IReformation, the Elector
assnming a titie o! Summies P>at-roias
Protector ('rdoris. lIn 1775 a union with
the IKniglits of Malta was proposed and
rejected, the Maltese, declining Vo sanc-
tion religions toleration. lIn 1810 the
Oommandery was disestablished, and ln
1812 Frederick William III. foimded the
Prusbian Order o! St. John, of which the
bIng is protecter and sole dispenser, it
being a Vhoroughly Lutheran establish-
ment, lIn 1852 the Commandery o!
Brandenburg was re-established by Fred-
erick William I1V., the !unds being de-
voted to the maintenance o! hospitals. -
N. 1. Masonic Ch?'onidle.

VO«UOHING.

To Masous, this is a word of great im-
portance. Craftsmen cannot be too care-
ful in regard Vo it, in these days of im-
posters and frauda who are posing as Ma-
sons. What is lawfnl informiation, aud
how far is a brother Vo exercise bis right
to assist a brother in gaining admission
to a lodge? 0ur answer je, lie should
know from personal identification that the
party voucbed for is a Freemason, and
this is the conclusion of the whole mat-
ter. What is known by Ilpersonal iden-
tification ?" says the Craftsman. Our
reply to Vhs question je, if 1 sat in a
Lodge with a brother, I can vouch for
him. without hesitation. If a brother,
with wbom I have sat in a lodge brings
a stranger Vo me and vouches for him, I
may or may not voucli for the latter. 1
ai aware that it is generally accepted
that one Mason eau introduce a stranger
Vo another aud voucli for hiii as a Orafts-
Man, but I demur at its being obligatory
upon the brother so informed Vo accept
sucli information, and I believe itwould
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