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in shape and having a, considerably
longer stem. Uniformity in size and
shape is an important essential of com-
mercial perfection.

Third, the color is materially bettered,
more uniform, and cornes earlier. The
remarkable increase in color which occurs
ivhen a first picking is made from heavily
bearing trees of even the winter varieties
such es Jonathan and Wagener, fur-
nishes a striking confirmation of this
point. While color seems Iargely related
to sunshine, it is a well-known fact that
on a heavily Ioaded tree the fruit has less
color less evenly distributed, and more
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to withstand the winter. Trees bearing
moderate crops for which there is an
adequate supply of plant food, and an
adequate supply of moisture, have suffi-
cient vitality to ripen the crop, and to
ripen the fruit buds and new shoots as
well.

Twelfth, one of the most important
resuits of thinning is that the trees will
bear a larger and more uniform crop the
following year. The tendency towards
b.iennial bearing is materially reduced,
much depending in this, however, on the
variety.

For various reasons, then, thinning
helps materially to secure the maximum
duty from the tree.

WIIEN TO THIN
As soon as the crop can be determined

and the supply of labor permits, thinning
should be commenced. Start with those
varieties which are most advanced. Gen-
erally, apples, pears, and. peaches are
thinned when about the size of a hickory
nut, and the thinning should be coin-
pleted before they are more than double
that size. On the various plums the
work should be commenced as soon as
possible after the dropping, familiarly
known as "the June drop," is over.

Apricots, cherries, and crab apples are
flot usually thinned by hand, because the
crop which they are to bear is a reason-
ably certain quantity, and can be con-
trolled to a greater extent than in the
larger fruits by proper pruning. The
Italian prune and the Peach Plum are
nnt tisuallv thinned because normally the

ditions and determines how many boxes
of fruit the tree should carry. It is a
small matter then to determine how many
fruits there should be left on the tree.
The results at first are likely to be con-,
siderably off the estimate, but this is
very largely a matter of practice and
variation of seasons.

Another rule which might be taken in
conjunction with the previous one, is Io0
thin plums to about two, two and a haîf,
or three inches, peaches four to eight,
depending on the earliness of the variety;
pears and apples, five to seven inches
apart. In thinning pears and apples, it
is only with early varieties that more
than one should be left on any fruit spur,
and with these early varieties part of the
crop may be removed in one picking, and
the balance later.

With winter varieties of apples it is a
good rule to leave fruit only on each al-
ternative spur, to encourage annual bear-
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